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# To all that love the Lord Jeſus C hriſt in 
Sincerity and Truth. 
Dearly Beloved, 


HE Loveof God, which hath been ſhed abroad in 
your Hearts by the Holy Ghoſt, thro the know- 
ledg of Jeſus Chriſt, in dying for you, to redeem 
you from all iniquity, and bring you nigh to God by his 
Blood, I hope does fill your Souls with an earneſt deſire 
of being found fully walking in all the ways of his Ap- 
pointments in his Houſe, which is the Place where his Ho- 
nour dwells, and where he records his Name, and where he 
will come and bleſs you. And that you may the better be 
inabled thereunto, it is highly neceſſary to know the nature 
af the Houſe; as to the Matter and Form, the Comings in 
and the Goings out thereof, and what ought to be your 
Behaviour and Deportment therein, | 
Ignorance and Indifferency on the one hand,and Pride and 
Selfiſhneſs on the other, have bin the great reaſon of the Ca- 
lamities that have befallen the Churches of Chriſt. Hence has 
come the Diſhonour of Chriſt in the World; hence the want 
of Love amoneſt the Saints, and the decay of Purity and 
Holineſs. And to that height it is arrived, that even ſome 
of thoſe Churches that ſeem ro be moſt ſeparate from rhe 
World and Antichriſtian Worſhip in the Adminiſtrarion of 
Ordinances, are too muckgHeparted from the Purity of 
God's Worſhip, and fra de Order of his Houſe ; who in- 
ſtead of obſerving all c the Head of the Church hath 
commanded, have modelled the Churches to their own 
carnal Fancy and Worldly Intereſt; from whence has pro- 
ceeded the unfaithful admiſſion of Members into the Church, 
(eſpecially if they be rich) and the little inquiring after 
their growing in Faith, and the Knowledg of Chriſt Jeſus. 
Hence the ſtrouling of Officers of Churches from one Flock 
LEES — ® | do 


ir The Dedication. 
to another (to do good they ſay) with many other little 
unworthy Practices. | 5 
Theſe things, Dearly Beloved, with many others too 
many to be enumerated in this Place, are the grief of 
many ſincere Chriſtians, whoſe deſire it is that God would 
give the Spirit of Wiſdom and Knowledg of himſelf, and 
the way of his Houſe, fo that the Breaches may be repaired, 
and the Houſe of the Lord cleanſed, and reſtored to that 
Beauty and Splendor as become it, that thoſe who are with- 
out may ſee the Excellency of the ways of the Lord, that 
they may have a deſire of a Place and a Name therein, and 
dwell in the Houſe of the Lord all their days, and in- 
quire in his Temple; when on the contrary the Selfiſh- 
nefs and Worldlinefs of thoſe that ſhould be Watchmen 
therein, like the Sons of Eh, have made many to abhor 
the Ordinances of the Lord, 1 Sam. 2. 12——17. | 
Therefore it concerns you all, that have taſted that the 
Lord is praci:;us, to be zealous and active for his Glory, 
and to ſtir up one another to this Work, as Nehemiah in 
chap. 2. 17. And if thoſe that ſhould go before you in it, 
refuſe, ſaying, It is not time, do you put your Shoulders 
to the Work, the Lord will be with you, for his Name is 
concerned. And leſt any ſhould ſay, We underſtand not 
the Way and Order of it, I may fav the Lord hath ſtirred up 
the Spirit of this Servant of his, the Author now in Glory, 
_ plainly to lay down the Nature and Order of God's Houle, 
with a ſolid Confirmation of it deduced from plain Texts of 
Scripture, and a Vindication of ir from the Oppoſition 
made againſt ir, with practical Improvements of it, fitted 
to the meaneſt capacity of every one that deſ-res to be 
found in the ways of the Lord, by which it ſeems to be the 
mind of God that the leaſt in his Houſe might not be left 
without excuſe. 
And therefore I heartily commend it to the Conſiderati- 
on oſ every ſincere-hearted Chriſtian, as very inſtructive and 
teaching; and as exact, according to the Pattern laid down 
in Scripture, as any Book of this kind I have met with, the 
Author appearing to have a more than ordinary Guidance 
of the Spirit of God in the penning of it. I am yours in 
the Lord, _ GD | | 
7. Noble * 6 
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The PREFACE. 


HE Deſign of the enſuing Diſcourſe is to diſcover the 
nature of an inſtituted Church of Chriſt, in reſpect both 


of Matter and Form, wherein you have the ſeveral 


Branches of Church-Government diſtintly handled, ſhewing 


the Laws, Forms and Ordinances of the Houſe of God, 2 the 
going in and going out thereof, that every thing may be done 
according to rule, and nothing merely human maintained therein. 
There is no part of the Temple, or Temple-worſhip, or Diſci> 
pline, but what the meaſuring Line of the Word ſhould be 
drawn over ; Rev. 11. 1. And there was given me a Reed 
like to a Rod; and the Angel ſaid, Ariſe, and meaſure the 
Temple of God, and the Altar, and them that worſhip 
therein. There is no Temple under the new Diſpenſation, but 


an inſtituted Church, nor any Reed or Rod to meaſure it with- 


al, but the Reed of the Word, When John had a Viſn of 
the holy Jeruſalem, he obſerved that the Wall of the City had 
twelve Foundations, and in them the Names of the twelve 4- 
poſiles. The Foundation, the Groundwork of it was Apoſtolical : 
So muſt the Foundation of an inſtituted Church be, And when 


the City was meaſured, the length, and the breadth, and the 


heighth of it were equal, twelve thouſand Furlongs, Here a- 
gain, the Root of the number is twelve, whether you take the 


meaſure of the heighth, or the breadth, or the length: And 


he meaſured the Wall thereof, a hundred and forty four 
Cubits. The Root is in twelve, and the Multiplication is by 
twelve ; twelve times twelve make a hundred farty and 


four, Every thing appertaining to this Holy City muſt be Apo- 


ſtolical as to the Foundation, - and aljo to the Superſtructure. 


1. If ve tale a view f the Worſhip of God, we find that 
every Branch of that hath the ſtamp of Divine Authority up- 
on it, The Ordinances that are te be adminiſired in an Inſti- 
tuted Church are of Chriſts own Appointment, to be proved ei- 
ther by expreſs Precept, or by Apoſtolical Precedent, It was 
Chriſt that ordained Baptiſm to be adminiſtred to Diſciples, as 
a-regular Prequalification to Church-memberſhip, Mat. 28. 19. 
He it is that ordained Prayer to be made in his Name, | — 
pe! to be preached, the Supper to be adrhiniſtred ; and gave his 


Apoſthes 
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Apoſtles a charge to teach baptized Diſciples, to obſerve all 
things whatſ1ever he had commanded them: And accordingly 
the Church being taught by the Apoſtles, kept cloſe to his Ap- 
pointment. They continued in the Apoſtles Doctrine, and 
Fellowſhip, and breaking of Bread, and Prayer, A&s 2. 42. 
Jeſus Chriſt did never intruſt any Man or Men to appoint in 
matter of Worſhip under the former Diſpenſatiom. Moſes was 
the principal Man that was imployed, but he was not intruſt- 
ed with any power to do, or to appoint to be done, in matter of 
Worſhip. When he was about to build the Tabernacle, he was 
admoniſhed of God to ſee that all things might be done ac- 
cording to the Pattern that was ſhewed to him in the Mount, 
Heb. 8.5. There muſt not be a Loop, nor 4 Pin, nor a T. bred 
of a differing colour from the Pattern; and when he looked 
upon all the Work, it was done as the Lord commanded, Exod. 
39. 43. Moſes did not give Rules of his own, but ſtill de- 
clared what the Lord had ſaid, what he had appointed to be 
ane in matter of Worſhip. 

Under the New Teſtament the Apoſtles themſelves had no 
power to appoint in matters of Worſhip, they had Inſtruct ions 
from Chriſt for what they did. Acts 1. 3. Chriſt was ſeen 
of them forty days after his Reſurre&ion, ſpeaking to them of 
the. things appertaining to the Kingdom of God : And when he 
had given them full Inſtructions, he gave them their full Com- 
miſſiom, Mat. 28\ 19, 20. And ſtrictiy enjoined them to teach 
the obſervation of all things whatſoever he had commanded them: 
which Commands of his we may read in Apoſtolical Precedents, 
2. Chriſt hath appointed Officers in his Church, ordinary and 
extraordinary: Such as were extraordinary were Apoſtles, 
Prophets, and Evangeliſts. Theſe were to continue for à ſea- 
ſon, theſe had extraordinary Gifts, which, together with their 
Offices, are now ceaſed, Officers that are to continue in the 
Church, are Biſhops and Deacons, or Elders and Deacons (and 
Deaconeſſes, where the caſe requires it) And we may not make 
 anyother Officers than theſe, becauſe it would reflect on Chriſt 

bimſelf, either on his Wiſdom or his Faithfulneſs. On his 
Wiſdow, as if be did not know what Officers his Church would 
need, when Apoſtles and Evangeliſts were ceaſed : Or upon 
his Faittfulneſs, if he knew that he did not appoint them, 
And yet he was ſaid xo be faithful in the Houſe of God as 
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Seeing then we have 
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a Son. We never ſaw much Fruit of thoſe Trees that have 
been planted in Office-power in the Church, that were never 
Planted there by Divine Appointment, We have no more power 
ro appoint new Officers than we have to appoint new Ordinances 
in the Church. 5 
3. Jeſus Chriſt hath given out Laws ſor the Government o 
his Church : he was with the Apoſtles (as T ſaid before) forty 
days after his Reſurrection, ſpeaking with them about the 
things appertaining to the Kingdom of God, how this Kingdom 


muſt be ordered and governed, and then commanded them to 


teach the obſervation of all things whatſoever he had command- 
ed them, Now the Apoſtles have accordingly declared to the 
Churches how they ought to rule and govern, how to proceed in 


caſes of offence ; what Offences are to be dealt withal ; what 
Power the Churches have, and how they ought to exert that 


Power, and that what they do muſt be done in the Name of 


Jeſus Chriſt, 1 Cor. 5. 11,12, 13. 2 Theſſ. 3. 6, 14. 
Titus 1. 10. Rev. 2. 14. . | 

ſich 4 Platform of Worſhip and Diſ- 
eipline laid down in the Word, it is the great concern of 
Churches to keep exadly to the Rule in all Adminiſtrations, 
both in reſpe& of Worſhip and Diſcipline, that nothing either in 
Matter or Form be omitted that God requires, nor done but what 
the Lord commands: We ſhould be as exatt as Moſes was in 


making the Tabernacle. 


For (I.) we are ſtriétly enjoined to keep cloſe to Divine 
Appointments. Unger the legal Diſpenſation, there was a 
Charge neither to add nor diminiſh, Deut. 12. Now Chriſt 


| who had the Pre-emitiency of Moſes, being faithful in God's 


Houſe as a Son, hath not left the ves: and Government of 
his Houſe more imperfe& under the Goſpel, nor his People 
more at Liberty to add or diminiſh than Moſes did under 


the Law, Matt. 28. 20. Teaching them to obſerve all 


things whatſoever I have commanded you, Cre. John 4. 
23. The Hour cometh, and now is; when the true Wor- 
ſnipers ſhall worſhip the Father in Spirit and in Truth 
That only is Worſhip in Truth, that is ruled by the Ward bf ©: 
Truth, And they are ſuch Worfhipers that the Father ſee ks for. | 
(2) If we mix the Worſhip of God with our own Inventi- 
ons, we pollute his Inftitutions ; Exod,.20. 25. An Altar. of 
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.* Earth ſhall you make to me. And if you will needs mabe it 9 


of Stone, it ſhall not be of hewen Stone; for if you have lift up 
a Tool upon it, you have polluted it. The Worſhip is polluted, 
and God is diſhonored ; we do not ſanftify the Name of God in 
our Approaches to him, if we keep not cloſe to his-Appointments, 


Nadab and Abihu did not ſan#ify the Name of God in their 


Approach to him, Lev. 10. 1, Tet they were the Prieſts of 
the Lord to whom it belonged to offer Incenje ; they had Cen- 
ſers, they had Incenſe both of divine Appointment, but they 
took Fire which the Lord commanded them not. And God 
manifeſted his Diſpleaſure againſt it, he ſent a Fire from him- 
ſelf and flew them, Our God is a conſuming Fire ſtill, and 


there had need be Awe and Fear in worſbiping him, ſo that his 


Name may be ſanfified by us; otherwiſe the nearer we approach 


to bim, the more danger we arein. 


(3.) We cannot act either in Obedience or in Faith in mat- 
ters of Worſhip or Diſcipline, unleſs we keep cloſe to Divine 
Appointments, Every Ad of Obedience preſuppoſeth a Precept, 
and every At of Faith preſuppoſeth a Promiſe: If we att. 


without a Command, we may expect that God will ſay to us, 


at he did to Iſrael, Who hath required this at your Hands? 
This is to do as Nadab and Abihu did, to offer that which God 
commanded not; And are we ſure that we ſhall eſcape better 
than they? Has not God ſaid, I will be ſanctified in them 
that draw nigh me, and before all the People I will be glo- 
rified? And can we ſanctiſ the Name of God in drawing nigh 


to him, if we keep not cloſe to Divine Appointments ? And if 


what we do be not done in Faith, it will not be acceptable to 
God. Without Faith it is impoſſible to pleaſe God. Hom 
can we bottom on Chriſt for Acceptance in any thing that is 
done by us, where we have no Promiſe of Acceptance to look | 
to ? Could Churches keep to the Rule both in Worſhip and Dij- 
cipline, ham amiable would they be in the Eyes of God ! The | 


Hpoftle ſpeaks highly of the Church of Coloſs, Col. 2. 5. Tho 
I am abſent in Body, yet am I preſent in Spirit, joy ing and 


rejoicing, 58 your Order, and the Stedfaſtneſs of 
your Faith in Chrift Jeſus. Now that Order as well as Faith 
may be preſerved and maintained in the Churches of the Saints, 
i the Deſign of this enſuing Treatiſe, and ſhall be the Prayer 
of the Author, to him who is the Cod of Peace and Order, 
and not of Conſufion, in all the Churchez,of the Saints. 
C275; 1 } 
"a i 
ö 
Ae, — 2 


SCOURSE 


CONCERNING 


= Containing the 


Church - Government, 


we . 
9 - — — 
- 


CHAP. I. 


various Acceptations of the Word 
CHURCH. 


HE word CHURCH is variouſly taken in 
Scripture. Firſt, By the word Church we are 
to underſtand, the univerſal inviſible Church, 
which conſiſts of all the Ele& of God, that 
ever were, are, or ſhall be in this World. 


& Eph. 5. 25. Husbands love your Wives, as Chriſt loved the 


Church, and gave himſelf for it, that he might ſanfify 


and cleanſe it, by the waſhing of Water through the Word, &c. 


They were his Church antecedent to their Sanctification, 
they were united to him, they were Members of his Body, 


of his Fleſh and of his Bones; ver. 30. And there lay 


the great Myſtery that the Apoſtle Was handling of, in 
ſhewing the Union that was between a Man and his Wife; 
they who were really and perſonally two, were relatively 


one. He faith, This is 4 great Myſtery; but I ſpeak con- 


cerning 


i The Inſtitution and Government 
cerning Chriſt and the Church. And it remains a great My- 
ſtery to many of the People of God to this day, Thar all 
the Ele& of God, many of whom are not yet brought forth, 
ſhould be conti;dered as the Church, and fo cloſely united to 
Chriſt : It's ſuch a Myſtery, that they cannot reach it, tho 
the Scriprure be plain and potirive in this matter: Epheſ. 1. 
10. That in the d ſp nſation of the fulneſs of times he might gather 
together in one, all things, both which are in Heaven and in 
Earth, in bim, even in Chriſt Jeſus. This Diſpenſation was 
when he took our nature on him; then was the fulneſs of 
time, Gal. 4.4. He reconciled Jew and Genrile unto God 
in one body (that is, all the Ele& both of je ss and Gen- 
tiles) Eph, 2. 16. Now Jew and Gentile were never one 
Body politick, therefore it muſt be one Body Myſtical, 
which could be no other way but by Union with him who 
was the Myſtical Head. He aboliſhed the Enmity, Cc. to 
make in himſelt, of twain, one neo Man, fo making peace. 
This Peace was made by the Blood of the Croſs, and then 
were they made one new Man in Chriſt; he was the Head, 
and they the Body, Col. 1.18, And he is the Head of 
the Body, the Church: This is thè my ſtical Body, and it 
15 from this Head that they receive Spirit and Lite and Mo- 
tion. Eph. 1. 22, 23. And gave him to be Head over al 
to the Church, the fulneſs of him that filleth all in all. 
In all theſe Places is to be underſtood the Elect, which is 
the univerſal inviüble Church. Ir is ſuch a Church as 
Chriſt loved and died for, antecedent to their Sanctifica- 
tion; and it comprehends in it all that Chriſt loved and 
gave himſelf for, theretore it comprehends in it all the 
Ele& of God. Paul was one of theſe long before his 
Convertjon ; he faith, He loved me and gave himſelf for me. 

Secondly, By the Church ſometimes is underſtood the 
un! verſal viſible Church, which is made up of all Believers 
in the World, ſuch as are called out of the World by the 
word to embrace ſeſus Chriſt : Eph. 3. 21. To him be glo- 
ry in the Church throughout all ages. I cannat reſtrain this 
to any particular Church, but muſt tike it of the univer- 
ſal viſible Church, which ſhall continue throughout all 
Ages, when a particular Church ſhall be removed os f 
be removed. 1 Cor. 10. 32. Give no offence to the Few, 

ar 


er” 


of a viſible Church of Chrift. 3 
nor to the Gentile, nor to the Church of God, I ſee no rea- 
h. ſon why Jew and Gentile here ſnould be taken univerſally, 

and the Church of God reſtrictively. Beſides, it is the 
Church of Corinth which is here cautioned, that they give 
no offence to the Church of God. All Believers in the 


5 E World are the Church of God, tho they are no other- 
4 wiſe embodied than as they are called in one hope of their 
calling. Eph. 4. 4. There is one Body, even as ye are cal- 
a ed in one hope of your Calling, &c. But here is one Objection 
OL What 1 have met withal againſt this, That a People cannot 
od have the denomination of a Church, unleſs they be gather- 
-N- Wed together in one place. To this I anſiver, If this Ob- 
ne {Wicttion have any weight in it, then there is no ſuch thing 
rs Fas the univerſal inviſible Church, conſiſting of all the Ele : 
no ror tho they be gathered together in one Head, the 
© Lord Jeſus Chriſt, yet they were never as yet gathered 
ce. together in one Place. They are called the Church, they 
hen Ware the Church of the Firſt-born, Heb. 12. 23. that are 
* ritten in Heaven. | 
i of BY 21y, If this Objection will hold, then a particular 
d it inſtituted Church can no otherwiſe be denominated 2 
Mo- Church than as they are gathered together in one Place for 
r all he Worſhip of God: When they are parted aſunder, 
al. then they are no Church; and if they are no Church, then 
ch is here be no Officers; for there can be no Shepherd, it there 
= pe no Flock. But we find them ſtiled the Church of God 


Wn the Epiſtles that were ſent to them, tho they were not 
Wogerher in one place when the Epiſtles were written: 


che BY Cor. 14. 23. If therefore the whole Church be come toge- 
> his ber into one place, &c. Theſe are ſtill a Church, being 
a embodied according to rule, and do bear the denomination 


f a Church, whether they are together or aſunder. The 
Elders of the Church of Epheſus were the Elders of the 
phurch, tho the Church was not together in one place. 
Pts 20. 17. And from Miletus he ſent and called for the 
Iders of the Church, &c. | 
Thirdly, By this word Church we are to underſtand a 
articular inſtituted Church. Now a particular inſtituted 
hurch muſt be diſtinguiſned according to its Conſtitution. 
I. By an inftirured Church we are to underſtand 2 
B 2 National 
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According to ihe twelve Tribes of Ilrael. And Moies ſent 
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National Church. Acts 7. 38. This is be that was in the 
Church in the Wilderneſs. The Church was the Church of 
tae Jews that was a National Church. They had a Na- 
tional Altar to offer their Sacrifices on: Exod. 24. 4. And 
Moles bailded an Altur under a Hill, and twelve Pillars, 


young men of the Children of Iſrael, and offered Burnt-Offer- 
ings thereon, &c. They had a National Prieſthood, Aaron 
was their High Prieſt; they had a National Place of Wor- 
ſhip, which was firſt at Shilo, after that at Jeruſalem, 
Whither the Tribes went up to worſhip, There was but 
one Golden Candleſtick under the legal Diſpenfarion, 
Zach. 4- Ut, | 

20. Ey an inſtituted Church we are to underſtand a 
particular Congregation, rhe Matter whereot are viſible 
Saints, and the Form mutual Conſent and Agreement. 
1 Cor. 1. 2. Unto the Church of Corinth ſan&ifhzd in Chriſt 
Feſus, called to he Saints. 1 Theſſ. 1. 1. Onto the Church 
of the Theflalonians, which is in God the Father, and in the 
Lord feſus Chriſt. Such were the ſeven Churches in Aſz.z, 
Rev. 2, und 3 Chapters. 

Now thus 1 is the Church I intend to treat of, a particular 
inſtituted Church, an incorporated Body, to "the end that 
God may be wor ſnipped by them according to his Own 
appointment. 


— 
1 


G HAF. l. 
Containing a a Deſcription of an inſtituted Church 
of Chriſt. 


N Inftituced Church of Chriſt is a competent num- 
ber of viſible Saints joined together by mutual 
conſent, to worthip God according to his own appointment, 
10 the honour of God through Chriſt, and their own mu- 
tual edification in ſubordination thereunto. 
Firſt, There muſt be a competent number, ever) 
Community or incorporated Body mult conſiſt of ſo 
many 


of a viſi le Church of Chriſ?, 


many as are capable to keep themſelves pure. The 
Church muſt not only be pure in irs firſt Conſtiruct- 
on, but they must allo keep themſelves pure; and the 


| Power by which this muſt be done muſt reſide in them- 
felves : There is no foreign Power that can act judicially in 


an inſtituted Church; the moſt that they can do is by wav 
of brotherly Advice. When perſons are embodied to- 
gether, it's poſſible there may be one that c ffends, and 
likewiſe one to whom the Offence may be known ; he muſt 


tell him his Fault in private; if he do not hear him, he 


muſt take two or three with him: Here are three at leaſt; 
and if he do not hear them. he mult tell it to the Church. 
Now it is not likely that the Offender, that was to be 
dealt with by a greater number the ſecond time than he 
was at the firſt, ſhould in the third place be dealt with by 
a lefler number, or by a number cqual to thoſe that dealt 
with him in the ſecond place, ſeeing it is now come to the 
deciſion of the matter. I cannot think there can be leſs 


than ſeven or eight ro keep the Body pure in cafe of of- 


tence, | | 

Hechnaly, The matter of a viible Church muſt he viſible 
Saints. This I fhall prove, fr, Typically. Sccondly, 
Prophetically: and Thirdly, Hiſtorically. 

(J.) Typically. There are two Types I do apprehend, 
that did eminently point at a Goſpel-infticuted Church, 
1/1, The Tabernacle. 2h, The Temple. 

1ft, The Tabernacle. I ſuppoſe by the Taberracle an 
inſtituted Church is often intended. I cannor but think 
that David had an eye to Goſpel- Churches, Pſal. 84. 1. 
when he cries out, How amiable are thy Tabernacles, O Lord 
God of H) ts] Tabernacles in the Plural number. There 
was bur one Tabernacle in the time of the Law. So Pſal. 
15.1, Who ſhall dwell in thy Tabernacle, and-who ſhall abide 
in thy V Hill? The qualifications of the Subject atter— 
mentioned, ro wit, wglkinz uprightly, working Righte21:{- 
nels, and ſpeaking the truth from the heart, thew it to 
be a Goſpel-Church, there being no fuch Prequalizciticns 
prefcribed unto the Jews. When that Conteſt was, con- 


cerning the Gentiles, whether they ſhould be circumciſcd, 


fs 15, after Simem had declared, how God ar rhe fuſt 


B 3 as 


* The Inſtitution and Government 


did viſit the Gentiles, to take out of them a Pecple for 
his Name, James ſpeaks and tells them, that to this agrees 
the words of the Prophet, After this will T return and build 
again the Tabernacle of David, which was fallen down, and I will 
build again the Ruins thereof, and I will ſet it up. The Taber- 
nacle of David then fell, when the National Church of the Fews 
was demoliſh'd ; and it was built again when the Gentiles 
were embodied into a Church-State, That the Gentiles, about 
whom there was this great Conteſt, were embodied into a 
Church-Scate, is evident, ver. 3. and being brought on 
their way by the Church, cc. Rev. 13. 6. And he opened 
his Mouth in Blaſphemy againjt God, to blaſpheme his Name 
and his Tabernacle, and them that dwell in Heaven. 
|  2ly, The Temple, that alſo was a Type of a Goſpel - 
Church, I mean of an inſtituted Church. Fir/t, Such a 
Church was propheſied of under the name of the Temple, 
Ezek. 40. and ſo onward ; The Temple that was there 
meaſured was a Goſpel-Temple. 2 Cor. 6. 16. What a- 
greement hath the Temple of God with Idols? for ye are the 
Temple of the living God : Ye, the Church of Corinth, 
to whom he wrote this Epiſtle. Rev. 11. 1. And there was 
given me a Reed like unto a Rod: and the Angel ſaid, Ariſe, 
meaſure the Temple, and the Altar,and them that worſhip there- 
in. There was no Temple in Fohn's time, that could have 
the meaſuring Rod of the Word laid over it, but a Goſpel- 
Temple, which is no other but a Goſpel - inſtituted Church. 
Now if the Tabernacle and the Temple were Types of an in- 
ſtituted Church, there muſt be ſome reſemblance between the 
Types and the Antitype. The Queſtion then is, In what re- 
ſpects both theſe did reſemble a Goſpel-inſtitured Church? 
I anſwer, Firſt, In reſpe& of the matrer. Secondly, In 
reſpect of the Form. But at preſent I ſhall ſpeak only to 
the Matter, and then to the Form under the 2d Head. 
The matter of the Tabernacle, and alſo of the Temple 
was prepared matter, which was made fit for its place be- 
fore it was joined. As for the Tabernacle, Moſes was ad- 
moniſhed of God to ſee to it, that all things were made ac- 
cording to the Pattern that he had ſhewed him in the Mount, 
and accordingly he did; Exod. 39. 43. And Moſes did 
took upon all the Work,, and behold they had dane it as the Lord 
; * command- 
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commanded, Secondly, The Matter of the Temple Was 


prepared „ ; 1 Kings 5. 17, 18. And the King com- 


manded, and they brought great Stones, coſtly Stones, and 
hewed Stones to lay the Foundation of the Temple; and So- 
lomon's Builders, and Hiram's Builders did hew them, and 
the Stone-Squarers : So they prepared Timber and Stones to 
build the Houſe. And it was builded of Stone made ready 
before it was brought thither. | 

Anſwerable unto this, an inſtituted Church muſt be 
built of prepared Matter: It's a ſpiritual Houſe, and muſt 
be built with ſpiritual Matter; the Matter muſt be ſpiri- 
tual antecedent to the formation of the Houſe, A ſpiri- 
tual Houſe cannot be built of carnal Matter; the Founda- 
tion Stone is a living Stone, and the Superſtructure muſt 
be living Stones that muſt firſt come to the Foundation 
Stone, and afterward be joined one to the orher, by which 
they become a ſpiritual Houſe, 1 Pet. 2. 5. 

(2.) I ſhall prove it 'Prophetically. The Reaſon 
why I go back to the Prophets to prove the matter of an 


inſtituted Church to be viſible Saints, is, becauſe ſuch a 


Church is built upon the Prophets as well as the Apoſtles, 
Chriſt himſelf the chief Corner-ſtone ; Eph. 2. 21, 22, 23. In 
whom all the Building fitly framed together, groweth to a 
holy Temple in the Lord, in whom ye alſo are builded together 
for an Habitation of God through the Spirit; Ye, the Church 


of Epheſus, ro whom he wrote this Epiſtle. I ſay I ſhall 


prove it Propherically, that the Matter of an inſtituted 
Church muſt be viſible Saints: Pſal. 15. 1. Who ſhall ubide 
in thy Tabernacle, and who ſhall dwell in thy Holy Hill? He 


that walketh uprightly, and doth righteouſneſs, and ſpeaketh 


the truth from his Heart, &c. Pal. 24. 3. Who ſhall aſcend 
into the Hill of God, and who ſhall ſtand in his Hy Place? 
He that hath clean Hands, and a pure Heart, &c. That this 
is prophetical of rhe matter of a Goſpel-inſticured Church, 
is evident; for there were no ſuch Prequalifications re- 
quired under the Law, Then a Few, as ſuch, being circum- 
ciſed, might aſcend into the Hill of God; fo that David 
needed not put the queſtion, with reſpe& to that Diſpen- 
ſation ; it was well known who might aſcend : God had 
declared his mind in it in words at length, Exod. 23. 17. 
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All thy Males ſhall appear before me three times a year ; 
that was at the three Feaſts, as appears in the preceding 
Verſes. Had the queſtion been put with reſpect to that 
Diſpenſation, it would have reduced the Congregation of 
Iſrael to a ſmall number, there being ſo many among them 
that had neither clean Hands nor pure Hearts ; and would 
alſo have made void the Inſtitution ot God, that had ap- 
pointed all their Males to appear before him three times a 
year. 
: (3.) I ſhall prove it Hiſtorically, that the matter of thoſe 
Churches, thar were conſtituted in the Apoſiles times, were 
viſible Saints. 1 Cor. 1. 2. Unto the Church of God that 
x at Corinth, ſanctied in Chriſt Feſus, called to be Saints. 
Philip. 1. 1. Zo all the Saints at Philippi, with the Bi- 
ſhops and Deacons, 1 Cor. 14. 33. For God is the Author of 
Peace, and not of Confufion, as in all Churches of the Saints. 
Now this Sanctity confiſts in inherent Holineſs, in the 


judgment of Charity, and not in that which ſome call 


federal Holineſs, 2 Theſſ. 1. 3. Four Faith groweth exceed- 


ingly, and the Love of every one of you all aboundeth, This 


is inherent Holineſs : Phil. 1. 5. I am perſwaded of you, my 
Brethren, that he that hath begun a good work in you, will 
not ceaſe to perfect it to the coming of Chriſt, as it is meet 
For me to think fo of you all. Charity thinks them to be 
what they proteſs themſelves to be, while Life and Lip 
go together. Thoſe that were added to the Church, 
Acts 2. 45. were ſuch as gladly received the Word, and were 
baptized. „ 
Thirdly, Theſe viſible Saints muſt be joined together 
by mutual conſent and agreement, before they can have 
the denominarion of an inſtituted Church. This I Wall 
prove the ſame way as I did the former. 7. Typically. 


The matter that was prepared by Moſes was not the Taber- 


nacle, till it was joined together: Exod. 26. 3, 4, 8, 6. 
There muſt be Loops and Tacks made in the edges of 
the Curtains, and Moſes muſt couple them together, that 
it might become one Tabernacle. So the Temple: The 
Stones and the Timber were not the Temple, till they 
were joined together, and every piece put into its proper 
place. A Houſe muſt conſiſt of matter and ſorm, and it 
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receives its denomination from its form. 1 Kings 6. 3. 
The Houſe, when it was in building, was built of Stone made 
ready before it was brought thither: So that there was nei- 


ther Hammer nor Ax, nor any Tool of Iron heard while the 
Houſe was in building. Now as it was no Tabernacle, no 


Temple, till the Materials were joined together: So vitible 


Saints make not an inſtituted Church, till they are joined 
together by mutual conſent: They muſt be builded to- 
gether a ſpiritual Houſe, as Peter ſpeaks, to offer up ſpi- 
ritual Sacritices acceptable to God by Jeſus Chriſt. 

2. I ſhall prove it Propherically, Ja. 62. 4, 3. It's a 


Propheſy reſpecting the times of the Goſpel. Ver. 2. And 
the Gentiles ſhall ſee thy Righteouſneſs, and all Kings thy 


Glory. Ver. 4. Thou ſhalt no more be termed deſolate and 
forſaken, for thy Land ſhall be married. Ver. 5. As a young 
man marrieth a Virgin, ſo ſhall thy Sons marry thee, In 
all Marriages there is a mutual Compact and Agreement. 

3. I ſhall prove it Hiſtorically, that this was the manner 
of 3 and alſo of receiving Additions, when em- 
bodied. 

1ſt, They were builded or joined together. Eph. 2. 
21, 22. The Apoſtle ſpeaks here to the Church of Epheſus, 
and tells them, that they were built upon the Prophets and 
Apoſtles, Feſus Chriſt the chief corner Stone, in whom all the 
Building fitly framed together, groweth to a holy Temple 
in the Lord, in whom alſo ye are builded together for an habi- 
tation of God through the Spirit: Ye, the particular Church 
of the Epheſians, ro whom he wrore this Epiſtle. 1 Pet. 
2. 5, To whom coming, as to a living Stone, are built 
up a ſpiritual Houſe, to offer up ſpiritual Sacrifices a-cept- 
able unto God by Chriſt. This Building was not forced, 
but voluntary; they came freely unto Chriſt, that is the 
Foundation-Stone, and did by agreement join together; 
for two cannot walk together to purſue the ſame end, ex- 
cept they are agreed. They were not born Church mem- 
bers: for they firſt came to Chriſt, before they were built 
up a ſpiritual Houſe: They were lively Stones before they 


vVvere put into the Building, therefore they muſt be formed 


by force or conſent; but there was no ſuch thing as com- 


pulſion or impofition among Chriſtians in the primitive 
times. | aly 
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2ʃ/, This was the manner of receiving Members after 
Churches were embodied, therefore I conclude it was the 
manner of their embodying, A&s 5. 13. And of the reſt 
durſt no man join himſelf to them (that is, to the Church.) 
This ſnews that the joining was free and voluntary: None 
were forced into Communion, nor could any impoſe chem- 
felves upon the Church, but muſt ſatisty the Church as to 
their Diſcipleſhip, and be received by mutual conſent. 
Acts 9. 25. When Paul was come to Jeruſalem, he aſſayed to 
an himſelf to the Diſciples : But they were all afraid of him, 
and would mt believe that he was a Diſciple, till there was 
fatisfa&im given by Barnabas; and then he was received, 
and was with them going in and coming out. | 

Fourthly, This Agreement, by which viſible Saints are 
joined together, muſt be to worthip God according to his 
own appointment. „ 

1. It muſt be to worſhip God: 1 Pet. 2. 5. The end of 
their being built up a ſpiritual Houſe is to offer up ſpiritual 
Sacriſices. 

2. This Worſhip muſt be of divine appointment, Fohn 
4. 24. God ts a Spirit, and they that worſhip him muſt wor- 
hip him in Spirit and in Truth. In Spirit, in oppoſition 
to Formality or out-iide Service; and in Truth, in op- 
poſition to human Inventions. Now that only is Wor- 
ſhip in truth, that is ruled by the word of Truth, Both in 
reſpect of Matter and Form, Such Worſhip did the 
Church offer to God, A&s 2. 42. They continued in the 
Apoſtles DoFrin and Fellowſhip, and breaking of Bread and 
Prayer, all Ordinances of Divine appointment. 

Fifthly, Te muſt be to the honour of God rhrough Chriſt, 
This is the higheſt end of Church-Communion : This is 
the higheſt end of God, his own Glory; and that which 
is his higheſt end, ſhould be ours. Whether ye eat or drink, 
or whatſoever ye do, do all to the glory of God, 1 Cor. 10.31, 

Sixthly, The ſubordinate end of an inſtituted Church, 
is the mutual edification of the Members thereof. 1 Cor. 
14. 31. Te may all propheſy one by one, that all may learn, 
and all may be comforted. Ver. 3. He that propheſieth, 
ſpeaketh unto men to edification. Ver. 12. Seek that you may 
excel to the edifying of the Church. Ver. 26. Let all things 
be due to Edification. CHAP, 
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CHAP. III. 
Containing ſome Scriptures and Reaſons to prove 


that viſible Saints are the only meet matter to 
be added to an inſtituted Church of Chriſt. 


F an Inſtituted Church conſiſts of viſible Saints, then ſuch 

only are meet matter to be added thereunto. This I 

ſhall prove, firſt by Scripture; and ſecondly I ſhall offer 
ſome reaſons for it. | „ 

Firſt, 1 ſhall prove it by Scripture, Pal. 1 5. 1. Who 
ſhall abide in thy Tabernacle ? and who ſhall dwell in thy holy 
Hill * He that walketh uprightly, that doth Righteouſneſs, 
that ſpeaketh the truth from his heart, &c. Pal. 24. 3. 
Who ſhall aſcend into the Hill of God, and who ſhall ſtand 
in his holy place? He that walketh uprightly, or he that hath 
clean hands and a pure heart, &c. Acts 2.41. Then they 
that gladly received the Word were baptized, and the ſame day 
there were added unto them (that is, the Church) about 
three thouſand Souls. Ver. 47. And the Lord added unto 
the Church daily ſuch as ſhould be ſaved, Rev. 22. 14. 
Bleſſed are they that keep his Commandments, that they may 
have right to the Tree of Life (that is, by way of demon- 
ſtration) and may enter in by the Gate into the City. By the 
City here I underſtand an inſtituted Church, for it is not 
che Church triumphant; and ir is ſuch a City, that a Per- 
ſon muſt be duly qualified before he can be a free Citizen, 
Nor can challenge a right there. | 
= Object. But ſome may ſay, Muſt theſe viſible Saints be 
WW really ſuch, or ſuch only in appearance? To this I have a few 
things toreply. 

1. None but ſuch as are fincere, ſuch as are indeed Be- 
lievers, have any right or title to a place in God's houſe, 
1ſt. They have no right to be baptized, which is a ſtep 
antecedent to Church-Communion : Acts 8. 36. Sre here 
is Water, What ſhould hinder ne that I may not be baptized ? 


The 
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The Anſwer was, If thou believeſt with all thy Heart, thou 


 mayeſl, The contrary that fairly offers it felf is this: If 
thou doſt not believe with all thy heart, thou mayeſt not. 


When Peter exhorted them to repent and be baprized, it 
was not a mock Repentance that he exhorted them to, bur 
a real Repentance. | 

20. They are not within the compaſs of the Lord's 
preſcription, unleſs they are tincere : They are not Hypo- 
crites, but Saints, that are deſcribed to be meet Subjects, 
ſuch as have clean hands, and a pure heart, P/al. 24. 3. 
And ſuch are wide from Hypocrites. b 

30). Such as are not really ſanctified, can expect no 
ſpiritual Bleſſing in ſtanding in Church- State, becauſe there 
is no premiſe that they can poſſibly take hold of. It's he 
that is really pure in heart that hath the Promiſe, Pſal. 
24. 3. It's he that ſh receive the Bleſſing from the Lord, 
and Righteouſneſs from the God of his Salvation. 


40. Such as are not really holy, tho they are cutwardly 


joined to the Church, and are with them going in and com- 


ing out, yet in ſome ſenſe they are nor of them. 1 John | 
2. 19. They went out from us, but they were not all of um; 


for if they had been of us, they would no doubt have continued 


with us ; but they went from us, that they might be made 
manife,* that they were not all of us. They were the Sons | | 


of Hagar, not of Sarah, the Sons of the Bond Woman 
not of the Free, 


59. Churches can receive Members under no other conſi- 
deration, but as really Godly. J am perſwaded, faith the 
Apoſtle, that he that hath begun a good work in you, will not 


ceaſe to perfect the ſam. unto the coming of the Lord Feſus, 


as it is meet for me to think ſo of you all, Phil. E 6, 7. If 


on as meet matter for a Church. 
6. Churches having nct a judgment of Infallibility, 
tho ſuch as are really ſanctified are in the ſtricteſt ſenſe 
the only meet matter to be joined to an inſtituted Church, 


perſons are not judged to be ſincere, they can't be look d 


yep they may warrantably receive ſuch as in judgment of 
Charity are ſincere: They can no otherwiſe judg of the ſin- 


cerity of the Heart, but by the outward appearance. That 
ſuch may be received, appears by the primitive Practice, 
„ even 
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even in the Apoſtles times: There were Hypocrites receiv- 


ed both to Baptiſm, and into a Church- ſtate alſo. Simon 
Migus was baptized; Ananias and Sapphira were Church- 
Members, outwardly joined to them; there were fooliſh 


Virgins, as well as wife, ourwardly walking in communion 


together, Mat. 25. But care ſhould be taken, that if 
poſſible none might be received, but ſuch as are ſin- 
cere. 

2. 1 ſhall offer ſome Reaſons why ſuch as are viſible 


Saints are the only meet matter to be joined to an inſtitur- 
ed Church. 


The firſt Reaſon is, Becauſe it is the Will of God to have 


it ſo. Tapprehend that this Will of his is comprited in the 


Commiſſion, Mat. 28. 19, 20. Go diſciple to me all Nations, 
baptizing them, &c. teaching them to obſerbe all things whatſ0- 
ever I have commanded you. The Apoſtles, who well un- 
derſtood their Lord's Commiſſion, and were never im- 
peached of unfaichfulneſs, kept cloſe to the order thereof: 
They firſt diſcipled, then baptized, and then added unto 
the Church, A&#s 2. 41. Here were all the twelve Apo- 


ſtles together when this was done, and I doubt not but 


they acted jointly in this method. The Order of a Com- 
miſſion muſt be obſer ved as well as the Matter, every thing 
muſt ſtand in its proper place; men muſt not firſt baptize 


and add to the Church, and "then try whether they can 


diſciple chem or no ; there is no Commiſſion for ſuch a 

Practice. The firſt thing that is to be obſerved in the 
Commiſſion, is, to diſciple ro Chriſt ; and till that be 
done, perſons are not fit co be baptized, nor yer to be 


added to the Church, 


A ſecond Reaſon is, Becauſe thoy are ſuch only that are 
added by the Lord. A&s 2. 47. And the Loid added to 
the Church daily ſuch as ſhould be ſaved : Thar is, ſuch as 


were ſanctified. We can no otherwiſe argue tlie Salvation 


of a Perſon, than as ir is the conſequence of his Sanctifi- 
cation. You never read that any were added by the Lord, 
but ſuch as ſhould be ſaved : Theſe are added by the 
Lord's. preſcription, Pſal. 24. 3. As for others, the A- 
poſtle tells you, Jude 4. That they crept in unawares: Had 
they been aware 1 it, ey would have prevented it. And 
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Paul ſpeaks of certain falſe Brethren that were brought in 
unawares, that came privily to ſpy out their Liberty, 
Gal. 2.4. | | | | 
1 third Reaſon is, Becauſe ſuch only are ſutable matter 
to the Foundarion-ſtone,and alſo to the Superſtructure that 
is already raiſed upon it. The Foundation- Stone is a living 
Stone, the Superſtructure are lively Stones; therefore they 
are lively Stones that muſt be added. Living Stones and 
dead Stones are not ſutable, how can theſe cement 
together? The Houſe is a ſpiritual Houſe, and it is 
ſpiritual matter that muſt be added to it, by which it is 
enlarged. There was not one Stone put into the Temple 
of old, but was prepared before it was brought in place, 
1 Kings 6. 7. So mu:t the Stones of this ſpiritual Temple 

be prepared before they are put into the Building. 

A fourth Reaſon is, becauſe an inſtituted Church is the 
Houſe or God, the place where God is ſaid to dwell, Pſal.132. 
13, 14. For the Lord hath choſen Sion, he hath de ſired it for an 
Habitation; there will I dwell for ever, for I have a delight in it. 
Eph. 2. 22. Inwhm alſo ye are builded together for an habita- 
tion of God through the Spirit. Now Holineſs becomes his 
Houſe for ever, and the place where his Honour dwelleth, 

A fifth Reaſon 1:, Becauſe ſuch only are capable of an- 
ſwering the end of Church-Communion, which is to offer 
up ſpiritual Sacrifices acceptable to God through Jeſus 
Chriſt. A carnal perſon cannot offer a ſpiricual Sacrifice. 
The true Worſhippers are ſach as worſhip rhe Father in 
Spirit and in Truth, ew 4. 24. And they are ſuch Wor- 
ſhippers that the Father ſeekerh for. God doth not ſeek 
for falſe Worſhippers in a Church-ſtare : They are true 
Worſhippers that Churches ſhould endeavour to receive into 
their Communion, becauſe chey are ſuch that rhe Father 
ſeeketh for. 

A fixth Reaſon is, Becauſe that perſons that do diſcover 
themſelves tothe contrary, after they be received, muſt 
be caſt out. This is a reaſon by way of demonſtration. 
If they may not be continued in the Church after they are 
diſcovered to be wicked, then they may not be re- 
_ ceived while they appear to be ſuch : But they may nor be 

continued in the Church after they are diſcovered to be 

0 5 ä | wicked 
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icked ; therefore they may not be received while they 
ty, Iypear to be ſuch. 1 Cor. 5. 1 3. Wherefore put away from 
1 mong you that wicked perſon. All Leven muſt be purged 

Sur of the Church. Immoralities and Bereſies render per- 
by ns liable to be rejected, it perſiſted in; and if ſuch may 
ng | N ot be continued when diſcovered, then by a parity of rea- | 
Won, they may not be received in by the Church, being , q 
ad non to be ſuch antecedent thereunto. 7 q 


— CHAP. W. 


le ( ontaining ſome Arguments, by which it appears, 
= that ſuch are miſtaken that look on Children to 
ic WW be Church-2embers, while in an Infant ſtate. 


F an inſtituted Church conſiſt of viſible Saints, ſuch as 


4 nin che judgment of Charity are ſincere, then ſuch are 
is {Weccarly miſtaken that do look on Children ro be Members of 
| 3 in inſticured Church of Chriſt, whilſt in an Infant State. 

_ his 1 ſhall demonftrace in a few particulars. 

1 Firſt, If Children are Church- Members in an Infant ſtate, 
3 Fiſher they are born ſuch, or elſe there is ſome viuble way 
| Divine appointment by which they are made ſuch: Bus 
. ey are not born ſuch, neither is there any viſible way of 
5 PVivine appointment by which they are made ſuch; there- 
bre chere is no ſuch thing as Childrens Ghurch-memberilap 
5 in an Infant ſtate. 

g 1. There is no viſible way of Divine appointment, by 
which Children may be made Members while in an Infant 


ſtate. If there be any ſuch viſible way, it ſtands on re- 
cord in the Word: bur there is no ſuch viſible way ſtand- 
ing on record in the Word; therefore there is none at 
all. If there were any ſuch vifible way ſtanding on re- 
xord in the Word, ſome one or other would be able to pro- 

duce it; but chere is no perſon able to produce it, ther 
tore there is 0 ſuch thing on record in the Word. 7 
2. They are not born Church-Members, It rhey 2 
then 


- 
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16 The Inſtitution and Government 
then all Children are fo born, or the Children of Believers if 
only: But all Children are not ſo born, nor yet the Chil- 
dren of Believers; therefore Children are not born 
Church-Members. = 

1/t. All Children are not ſo born, that is granted by all 
that pretend to any thing of Religion. None do look on 
the Children of Turks, Fews and Pagans to be born Church - 
Members. The firſt part then is granted. | 

24). The Children of Believers are not ſo born. If the 
Children of Believers are born Church-Members, it muſt be 
by virtue of the Faith of the Parent: But there is not 
virtue enough in the Faith of the Parent to make the Child 
a Member; there fore che Children of Believers are not ſo 


born. | 


That which makes not the Parent a Member of an in- 
ſtituted Church, makes not the Child a Member of an in- 
ſtituted Church: But the Faith of the Parent makes him 
not a Member; therefore it makes not his Child a Member. 
There are two ſteps that muſt be taken before a man can 
come regularly to be a Member of an inſtituted Church. 
Firſt, he muſt believe. Secondly, he mutt be baptized. 
Neither of which, nor both, make him a Member of ſuch 
a Church. He cannot be a Member before he offereth him · 


ſelf, nor is hea Member before he is received. : 


1. He muſ} believe before he is baptized ; for this 
we have both Precept and Precedent. Firſt, Precept: 
Mat. 28. 19. Go diſciple to me all Nations, baptizing them, &c. 
He that is here called a Diſciple, is in Mark 16. 16. called 
a Believer. A Diſciple and a Believer is rhe ſame thing: iſ 
For it is the ſame Commiſſion, differing only in terms, no: 
in things. Precedents there are enough,” Acts 18. 8. Then 
Criſpus the chief Ruler of the Synagogue, believed in God with 
all his Houſe, and many of the Corinthians believed and wer: 
baptized. If whole Houſholds believe, then whole Houſ- 
holds are baprized ; if a part believe, then a part are bap- 


tized. Acts 8. 12. When they believed Philip, preaching tht 


things concerning the Kingdom of God, and the Name of Jeſu ij 


_ Chriſt, they were baptized both men and women. Ver. 37. i 


thou believeſt with all thy heart, thou mayeſt (that is, thot 


mayeſt be baptized) otherwiſe not. 


5 When 
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-of a viſible Church of Chriſt. | 17 
5. When he believes he muſt be baptized before he can 
egularly be received a Member; and for this there is both 
recept and Pretedent alſo, Mat. 28. 19, 20. Go diſciple to me 
Nations, baptizing them, &c. teaching them to obſerve a 


Mings whatſoever I have commanded you, &c. ' As the word 


ben) in the 19th Verſe is relative to all Nations diſcipled: 
o the word (them) in the 20th · Verſe is relative to all 
ations diſcipled and baptized. A famous Precedent of 
his orderly Procedure we have, 44s 2. 45. Then they that 
ladl received the Word were baptized : And the ſame day 
Where were added unto them about three thouſand Souls: Firſt 
Niſcipled, then baptized, then added unto the Church. 
ow if Faith make not the Parent a Member of this nor 
chat particular inſtituted Church, then it makes not his 
kild a Member: But it makes not the Parent a Member, 
therefore not the Child. I would but ask what particular 
inſtiruted Church the Child ſtands a Member of, whoſe Pa- 


ent ſtands a Member of none? Whether the Child be a 


ember of this or that particular Church, whoſe believing 
Parent is not a Member of this nor that? 


| Obje#. But ſome may ſay, That under the legal Dil- 


Penſation, the Children of Believers were born Church 


EMembers, and were circumeiſed the eighth day. Why may not 
& be Children of Believers be born Church-members now, and 
Ve baptized as well as then they were circumciſed ? = 
W 1 anſwer firſt, That Children were born Church-Mem- 


bers under chat Diſpenſation, is granted; that they were 


the Children of Believers, conſidered as ſuch; that were 
ſo born, is denied. They were the Children of the Fews 
Wrhat were ſo born, eonſidered as ſuch, among whom there 
were many that did not believe. John 10. Te believe not, 
becauſe ye are not my Sheep, as I ſaid unto ou. And yer 
their Children were ſo born. - | | 77 
Secondly, The Conſtiturion of the Church is now altered 
from National eo Congregational, the matter of which are 
viſible Saints. Therefore Children are not born Church- 
Members, becauſe they are not born vifible Saints. The Church 
Was national under the legal Piſpenſation: All Fudea, and 
all che Regions round about were but one Church, You 
never read of Churches in the Plural number till the Diſ- 

| C . penſation 


clear in the Word than this, that Churches are nov congre- a 


neceſſity a change of the Law, Ver. 18. For there is verih ; 
4 diſannulling of the Law, for 'the wealineſs and unprofitable 1 


the Levitical Law.) It's ridicylous to take our meaſure 


of Ordinances, in reſpect of Matter and Form too, 


Houſe, No Church Ordinance was denied to any Member 
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penſation was changed: There was then but one Golden] 1 


Candleſtick, Zach. 4. ult. but now there are Golden 
Candleſtick: in the Plural number, Rev. 1. ult. The ſeven 
Churches in Aſia were the ſeven Golden Candleſticks: And * 


chere were Churches in Judea, where there was but one be- 


fore, Gal. 1. and Churches in Galatia. Nothing is more. 


Sational, and that the matter thereof are viſible Saints. | 
2. The Laws of that Diſpenſarion are repealed, Neb... 
10. The Prieſthood being changed, there is made alſo of 


neſs thereof ; for the Law made nothing perfect (that i, 


from the Laws of that Diſpenſarion, ſeeing they are alli 
abrogated and made void. We may as well take our mer 
fures thence for Officers and for Ordinances, as for Chur 0 
Members, and ſd form a National Church again as that wa 8 

3. There is a new Law given out, which is the Law off 1 
this new Diſpenſation, Mat. 29. 19, 20. This new Lau 
we are bound ſtrictly to obſerve in the Conſtitution ih 
Churches, the adding of Members, and the a 3 


4. When Children were circumciſed the eigheh day, i | 
was done by Divine appointment, Gen. 19, 10, rng % 
rhere was an expreſs Command for it, Al thy Mate Chil. 
dren muft needs be circumciſed. Shew me the like a 
Command for the baptizing of Children, and I will conteh( 
no more about it. 

5. When Children were circumciſed, they alſo were ad: 
mitred unto the Paſſover; Exod. 12. 4. 4 Lamb for «| 
Houfe, Children that were circumciſed were a part of tel 
bur Circumciſion, which was never appointed but for the 
Males only. Why then is not the Supper of the Lord pleadel i 
for Children from the ſame example, as well as Baptiſn? 

6. No Church Member under the new Diſpenſation wo} 
ever debarred one Church Ordinance, unleſs by their dif 
orderly walking they debarred themſelves. A#s 2. 4 
There were not more added to the Church (tho Ra 

e c 
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Iden{hree thouſand added) than continued in the Apoſtles Doc- 
Iden{rine aud Fellowſhip, and breaking of Bread and Prayer. 
even Let me then know the reaſon why Children ſhould; be ac- 
AndRouned. Members, and not be admitted to the Ordinances 
f the Church. — 5 
BY Secondly, If Children are not Members of the univerſal 
iſible Church, out af which a particular inſtituted Church 
s gathered, then they are not Members of a particular 
nſtituted Church: But they are not Members of che uni- 
Ferlal viſible Church; therefore they are not Members of 
erh particular inſtituted Church. It is the Major only that 
able. heeds proof, and for that fee 1 Cor. 12. 13. By one Spirit 
t ij e ye all baptized into one Body, and made to drink into one 
ſurel Pbirit, whether Jew or Gentile. A ew that under the legal 
A Diſpenfation was born a Member of that National Church, 
me; {hich was an Inſtituted Church, under the new Diſpenſa- 
ure ion may not be lock d on as a Member of the univerſal 
wa. iſible Church, unleſs in the judgment of Charity he be new 
y a porn. There is now no more notice taken of à Few than of 
La Gentile, ſince Chriſt was offered up; 2 Cor. 5. 16. Hence- 
n o erth know we no man after the Fleſh; Birth Privileges wich 
ati e ſpect ro Ehurch-Memberfhip are utterly ceaſed. Eph. 4. 
=. There is one Body, even as ye are called in one hops of your 
y, ine; one Faith, one Baptiſm, one Lord Feſus Chriſt, one 
, d and Father of all : and to even one M us is given Grace, 
Chil. ccording to the meaſure of the Spirit. The Limits of this 
preß ne Body (which is the univerſal viſible Church) do not 
end tend themſelves beyond ſuch as ar c called in one hope 
ff rheir calling, nor beyond ſuch as in the judgment of 


9. 7. 
ſo of 


e ad Fharity are gracious ones, amongſt which Children in an 
for Infant ſtate cannot be mumbred. OOO 
the Thirdly, If Children in an Infant ſtare are not meer 


itter for an inſtituted Church, then they are not Members 


nber, 1 oe | : 
T an inflicured Church: But Children in an Infant ſtate 


the 


aded Fre not meet matter for an inſtirured Church; therefore 
2 bey are not Members of an inſtitdted Church. It's the 


1 ws inor only thar needs proof, which I prove thus: If a 
dil. Nyarticular inſtituted Church confiſts only of viſible Saints, 
4. en Children in an Infant ſtate are not meet matter for 
were uch a Church: But a particular inſtituted Church conſiſts 
three C 2 only 
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20 The Inſtitution and Government 
only*of viſible Saints; therefore Children in an infant 
ſtare are not meet Marter, Ce. Thar ſuch a Church con- 
ſiſts only of viſible Saints, I have already proved. That 
Children in an infant ſtate are not viſible Saints, lies plain WW 
enough in the Word, John 3. That which is born of the s 
Fleſh is Fleſh; putrid Fleſh. We know that Children are] 1 
fo born: Sanctity comes not by Generation, but by Rege. 
neration; and if the new Birth hath paſſed on any of if 
(em, it is not viſible to us. 4 | 
Opel. But ſome may ſay that the children of Believen = 
are holy, that is, they are federally holy: 1 Cor. 7. 14. EI e 
were your Children unclean, but now are they holy. And if they 95 
are holy, then they are meet matter for an inſtituted Church. 
- To this I have ſeveral things to reply. 1. If it werf ; 
granted (as it is not) that the Children of Believers were 
tederally holy, that would not do: It's not federal Hol. 
neſs that renders a perſon a meet Subject for Communic 5 
in an inſtituted Church. Under the legal Diſpenfation 
federal Holineſs did ſerve turn, but it will not be ſuff. 
cient under the Goſpel- Diſpenſation: It is inherent Holi-f x 
neſs that is now to be eyed: A Perſon muſt in the Jud 
ment of Charity be concluded truly gracious, or elle he 8 
is not fit to be received a Member. It's meet for me, ſain 
the Apoſtle, to think ſo of you all, Phil. 3. that is,, that 4 5 
there was a Work of Grace begun in them. The holineſs oi 1 
Churches is ſuch, that they are ſaid to be ſanctifed u 
Chriſt Jeſus, called to be Saints; ; but ſuch as had no other 5 
but federal Holineſs were never ſaid to be ſanẽtified in in 
Chriſt Jetus. : 4 
21y. There is not a word of Believers in the Text, nor I f 
are they fo to be conſidered in their Sanctification each u 
other, but as Husband and Wife; ; their Sanctification Wifi 15 
by the Ordinance of Cod, being in a married State, aud 
it was when both were Unbelievers. Marriage 15 honours 
ble among all, and the Bed undefiled. BB 
30. It is not federal Holineſs that is intended in the 
Text, but Legitimation: for (1.) It ariſeth from the Sandi: 
cation of the Unbeliever; and ſuch as the Root is, ſucl 
3: the Branch. No Body doth look on the 3 of 
the Unbeliever to be federal Holineſs, | 
(a) Not 


of a viſpnle Church of Chriſt, 21 
(2.) Not only the Children that were born after one of 
Whe Parents was a Believer, were holy; but ſuch alſo as 
ere born when both were Unbelievers : He ſpeaks of 
Weir Children indefinitely ; Elſe were your Children unclean, 


be or are they holy. e or] 5 . 
ne 4/7. There is no ſuch thing as federal Holineſs under 
* e new Diſpenſation; for the Covenant by which they 


ere called a holy People under the legal Diſpenſation is 
None away. Two things I would clear to you here. (1.) That 


5 was a peculiar Covenant that Iſrael was under, by virtue of 
ae hich they were called a holy People: Pſal. 50. 5. Gather 
% y Saints together unto ine, thoſe that have made a Covenant 


With me by Sacrifice, That was the Covenant was dedicat- 
d with the Blood bf the Sacrifices. Exod. 24.8. And Moſes 
Noob the Blood, and ſprinkled it upon all the People, and ſaid, 
WBchold the Blood of the Covenant, which the Lord hath made 
ith you concerning all theſe things. This was the firſt Co- 
enant, a Covenant that was diſtin& from the Covenant of 
race, and often in the Hebrew diſtinguiſh'd from the 


. 5 oyenant of Grace by this name, the firſt Covenant, when 
K he Covenant of Grace is called the ſecond Covenant, Heb. 8. 
ay, this was the firſt Covenant, that was diſtin& from the 


Covenant of Grace. Heb. 9. 18, 19. Then verily the firſt 
Covenant was not dedicated without Blood: for when Moſes 
ad ſpoken every Precept, he took the Blood that was in 


id, Behold the Blood of the Covenant, &c. 
rie is done away: Zach. 11, 10. Then I took my Staff, even 
ob %%, and cut it aſunder, that I might break my Covenant 
bat had made with all the People, and it was broken in 


1 4 hat day; that was when they weighed for his Price thirty 


firmed by the offering upof Chriſt, then was this firſt Co- 
Wvenant made void, the Partition-wall was broken down, 
Vrael, was no longer a ſeparate. People, therefore no lon- 
ger a holy People: for their federal Holineſs was nothing 
elſe but their Separation from the Gentile Nations by this 
firſt Covenant: And there was no Covenant that ever was 
made w h any one Nation ſince that by which they were 
| it C 3 
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he Baſon, and ſprinkled the Book and all the People, and 


(2.) This firſt Covenant that was made with all the Peo- | 


pieces of Silver. When the Covenant of Grace was con- 
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a ſeparate P le. So thar there is now no ſuch hing 
2 Hohneſsy nor are rhe Children of Believes af 
fenſe holier thari che Children of Undelievers, pro 

vided rhe Children of Unbelievers are legitimate. 'Y 

Fourthly, Children in an Infant. ſtate are not capable oft th 
S688 a Perſon is joined to an inſtituted Church 
the form is by mutual conſent and agreement: ſuch are no 
+ le *I what is propoſed, nor to yield theifif 
t and conſent, They know not what a Church i 
nor © har belongs ro a Member, either as matter of Dun 4 
or matter of Privilege. 

Fifthly, They are not capable of anſwering the end 0 C1 x 
Church Memberſhip, which is tb offer up * e 
* ro God by Jeſus Chriſt. 2 


q 


CHAP. v. 


Containing ſome Arguments by which the Indepes lf 
dency of particular Churches is demonſtrated, an 4 
Objeckions anſwered. I 


M next work j is to ſhew that each particular ndl £ 
'ed Church is an independent Church. I do nf þ ; 
mean in the ſtricteſt ſenſe, for ſo God alone is maden & 
dent; and all the Churches of God are dependant upon 
him on an out ward and ſpiritual account too: Bur in reſpet i 
of other Churches they have no dependency on any Church Wh 
vr Churches tor any Authoritative or judicial AR or Act; Wl 
be exerted or put forth by them ; there is no ſuch thing 
25 intefiour or ſuperiour Churches' to be found in che 
Word; each particular Church is inveſted with full Power Wi 
for the right 5 themſelves, withour dependingon % 
other Churches (rho brother]y advice is not Hereby deni 
ed hereby.) It's one thing to call in help from other 
Churches by way of advice, _ ro ſtand w 
their derermination. 


That 
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e a viſible Church of Chriſt. 23 
That Churches are independent appears; (1.) In that they 
0 > equally ſtiled in the Word, the Church * Char | 
wd, che Church of Epheſus, the Church of Sardis, Ot. 
gl þ ere is not one Mark or Character given to any ane Church, 
„ creby ſhe may be known, as having a ſuperiority over 


ch 4 er Churches. If there be any ſuch ny As eh 
my one Church mentioned in Scripture, let that Churc 


named, and her power be made known, wherein ſhe was 
coe others; which of the ſeven Churches of Aſia was 
5 e Metropolis, that had the power of ordering and go- 
rning the reſt. I ſuppoſe none will pitch upon Laodicea, 
me ſeemeth to be leſs concerned about matters of Wor- 
ieh ip and Diſcipline than any other beſides, 
And if either of the other fix had the charge of the 
odicean Church to have the over-ſight of her, 1 
Pubt not but they would have been reproved for their 
ealigence towards her, as well as for the Miſcarriages that 
ere among themſelves. 


$ 
0 


o 


I fay there is no Mark nor Character given to any one 
. "3 urch in Scripture, by which ſhe may be known to be 
{ove others, or to have any power more than another. 
gere is no ſuch thing as Cathedral or Dioceſan Church, no 
Pention made of any Metropolitan Church in Scripture : 
Wor are the Terms of Parochial, Claſſical, Provincial, Na- 
onal or Oecumenical to be found in Scripture ; no other 
me given to Churches by the Word but the Church of 
od, or the Church in God the Father, and in the Lord 
eſus Chriſt, or the Churches of the Saints: No other 
WT tle are Churches dignified withal, nor any one Church in 
ie Scripture, | . 5 
2.) It appears in that Elders are equally ſtiled in 
ie Word; They have no Superiority one over the other. 
Churches had a ſuperioriry over Churches, it's likely 


. 


a Elders would have had a füperiority over Elders alſo, 
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Put that they had not. 
There is no ſuch thing of Divine appointment as Paſtors 
dver Paſtors. This appears, 

Firſt, In that Elders (as I ſaid before) are equally ſtiled 
n the Word, Elders, Paſtors, or Biſhops, which is 
ll bur the fame thing. Paſtors and Teachers are diſtin- 
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| hath over another. There are no ſuch names of diſtin&iolff 


_ thoſe that did contend for it, particularly Ma% 10. 4 J 
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2.4 The Inſtitution and Government 


gviſhed by their Gifts, not by any Office-power that an 


given to Elders of particular Churches, as there are givailf 
among Men, as Lord Biſhop, Archbiſhop, Superintendani 
Primate, c. we never read the Title of Reverend Fauth 
in God in Scripture, there are no ſuch Titles given to thin 
Miniſters of Chriſt. 4 
_ Secondly, It appears in that they all act by one and td 
fame Commiſſion, Mat. 28. 19, 20. There is no othe 
Commiſſion to act by, nor is there any Clauſe in this thi 


* 


gives one more power than another. All are equally con 
miſſioned by Chriſt. . 


. 5 
ae” th 
Ca 55 


Thirdly, It appears in that Chriſt did always reprovfi 


43. Lou know that they who are accounted to rule amoi 
the Gentiles exerciſe Lordſhip over them, and their grail 
ones exerciſe Authority amongſt them; bur it ſhall not 


ſo amongſt you, but he that would be great among youll 
ſhall be your Miniſter. | LE 90 
(83 .) It appears that Churches are independent, in th 
there are no rules laid down in the Word, how ſuperi ou 
Churches ought to act towards thoſe that are inferiour. Then 
are Rules given, by which each particular Church mal 
act towards their own Members, and deal with them in ca | 
of offence ; but no Rules given how one Church may dei 
with another, in caſe there are Miſcarriages found amo 
them: nor is there any charge given in Scripture to o 
Church to reform another; but each Church where Mi 
carriages have been found, are charged to reform them: 


ſelves. 
(4.) It appears in that no one Church was ever blame 
for the Miſcarriages of another, but cach particular Chua 
is blamed for their own Miſcarriages. There were five Mi 
the ſeven Churches of Aſia blamed for their own Miſcar-W 
riages that were found among them; but each of cho 
that fell under blame, were charged with thoſe Miſcatri 
ges that were found among themſelves, not with others. 
I ſuppoſe that neither of thoſe that were blamed had ſi. 
periour Power over others, becauſe there was nothing laid 
to their Charge, but what was found among themſelves; 
5 VVV ct 


” 
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of a viſible Church of Chriſt, © 25 
r had the Churches that were commended ſuch a Power: 
ior if they had, they would have been reproved for the 
ve ii (carriages of others which they ſhould have reformed. - | 
.) It appears that Churches are independent, in that 
e ere is no appeal to be made from one Church to another. 

n Appeal is from an inferiour Power to a ſuperiour Power; 
ee Appeal that Paul made was to a ſuperiour Power: 
th how haſt appealed unto Ceſar, and unto Ceſar ſhalt thou 
ho. When an Appeal is made, that Power that is appealed 
rom can neither acquit nor condemn, the Power is wholly 
ut of rheir hands: Ads 25. 37. Then Agrippa ſaid unte 
eeſtus, this Man might have been ſet at liberty, had he not 
cd unto Ceſar. But there is no taking a caſe out of 
Sc hands of the Church; chicher it muſt be brought, and 
there it muſt be iſſued, Mat.18. Tell it unto the Church; 
fl he negle& to hear the Church, then let him be to thee 
as a heathen Man or a Publican. Whatſoever ye ſhall bind 
on Earch ſhall be bound in Heaven. Chriſt will own the 
Churches Acts, they keeping cloſe to the Rule; he will not 
na {tay till a Cate is iſſued by an Appeal. . 

== 0Objet. There was an Appeal by the Church at Antioch, to 
en the Apoſtles and Elders at Jeruſalem; and the matter was 
Bs dctermined by the Apoſtles and Elders, A&s. 15. 2. com- 
a: pared with ver. 28, 29. | 
ei 1 anſwer, 5 
888 7. This was no Appeal made by any Member or Members, 
that were under dealing, from the power of the Church 
lu at Axtioch, to a ſuperiour Power; what was done was done 
by the Church it ſelf. It was the Church that determined 
to ſend Paul and Barnabas, and certain other of them up 


el to Jeruſalem, ver. 2, 3. * 

2. This was no appeal; it was but ſending for advice: 
aß chere were certain Men that came down from Judea, that 
taught the Brethren, that except they were circumciſed af- 
le der the manner of Moſes, they could not be ſaved, ver. 1. 


nh Now theſe Mefſengers were ſent up by the Church about 


this queſtion, ver. 2. that they might the better underſtand 


it what the pleaſure of God was in this matter. And when 
id they came af blo they were received by the Church, 
S; and the Apoſtles and Elders, to whom they declared the 
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26 The Inſtitution and Government 
whole of the matter, wherein there was not a word abouff 
the power of the Church, ver. 4,8. And the Apoſtles cane 
together to conſider of the matter, ver. 6. 9 
3. We have the Reſolution and the Anſwer ſent them by We 
the Apoſtles, ver. 22. to 30. wherein they do, 1/t. De. 
_ Clare that thoſe Men that came down from Feruſalem, and 
troubled them with words, ſubverting their Souls, ſaying WW 
that they muſt be circumeiſed and keep the Law, had no 
command from them to preach ſuch ine among them. 
20%. That it ſeemed good to the Holy Ghoſt and to 
them, ro lay no other burden upon them, than ſome ne. i 
ceſſary things to be abſtained from, to wit, from Mears of. 
fered to Idols, from things ſtrangled, from Fornication and 
from Blood, ver. 29. But here obſerve, the Holy Ghoſt | 
wes Preſident in this Council, It feemed good to the Holy WW 
Ghoſt, and to them. Where is the Council now, that can 
make ſuch a Determination, and declare it to be the deter- 
mination of the Spirit of God? This is no Precedent for 
| 1 now to act by: nor is there the leaſt Precedent in 
all rhis for an Appeal to be made from one Church to ano- 
ther; for here was no Appeal made, as I have already de- 
clared, but only Meflengers ſent by the Church for ad- 
vice: A thing not denied by independent Churches, but 
owned and practiſed. —_ 
(6.) It appears that Churches are independent, in 
that, whatever Power Chriſt hath left behind him in the 
World, he hath inyeſted each parricular Church with it, 
for the right ordering and governing of themſelves, without 


dependin . any other Church or Churches. | 
Licher) us Cheiſt hath inveſted each particular Church 


with ſull Power for the right ordering and governing of 
themſelves according to his Laws, or he hath nor. If he 
hath, chere is then no need to depend upon other Churches 
for authoritative Acts: If he have not, how ſhall this de- 
ſe be ſupplied, ſeeing he hath given no more Power to 
one Church than to another? 

1. There is a power given to each particular Church to 
organize themſelves. There are but two ſorts of Officers 
in the Church; and they are Elders and Deacons, or Biſhops 
and Deacons: an Elder and a Biſhop 1s the ſame thing, 

" Tit, 
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t. 1. 3. compared with ver. 7» Firſt Deacons, whoſe 
Kce is to rake care of the Poor, ro ſee that they do not 
Wane, 44, 6. 1, 2, . and alſo rhar they are diligent in 
&ir Calling, to do What they can towards their own maig- 
rance, that no unneceſlary burden may come on the 
urch: for he that will not work, muft not eat, that is, 
ine e muſt not be maintained out of the Churches Stock, 
no Thefſ. 3. 10. They are to receive the Collection of the 
urch, and to ſtir up ſuch as are back ward to their Duty, 
at fo one be not burdened and another eaſed. Now the 
Voice of the Deacons is in the power of the Church, A#s 
5. The Church being exhorred by the Apoſtles, they 
nd Whoſe ſeven Men for this Undertaking. „„ 
obi. But ſome may ſay, Tho the Church choſe them, 
Wet che Apoſtles reſerved to themſelves the power of or- 
1 bes them, ver. 5. Whom we may appoint over this 
o . | | 
W To this I anſwer, (1.) It is obſerved by thoſe that un- 
Nerſtand the Greek, that the word that is here tranſlated 
point, is a different word from that, As 14. 23. that is 
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nd 


- eere tranſlated ordain; fo that for Apoſtles to appoint, 
.=- 


Ind Churches to ordain, are two things. 


| hands of the Church by the Apoſtles ; therefore . Ef- 
| e * N lence 


28 The Inſtitution and Government » 
ſence of Ordination was pur into the Churches hands, 
gain, There is not a word of Ordination after: the chu 
had choſen them. If the Apoſtles reſerved this Power i * 
themſelves, why had they not made uſe of it? q 
_ ObjeF, The Apoſtles after the Church had choſen che 

prayed and laid their hands on them. 
I anſwer, it is true, but it is not ſaid they ordained den! | 
all that is ſaid is this, they prayed and laid their hands d 
them: And ſo they did on Paul and Barnabas, Acts i; 
yet Paul and Barnabas were not then ordained, as will 
made appear when I come particularly to anſwer that 0M 
jection. Ordination, and laying on of hands with "al 1 | 
are two things, the one may be where the other is noi 
But ſome may ſay, To what end was Prayer and laying on d | 
hands, af they were not ordained ? I anſwer, the Seriptu 
is ſilent in this matter; and where the Seripture hath n hy * 
a Tongue to ſpeak, we ſhould not be deſirous to hen * 
Poſſibly it was an Apoſtolical Signal, confirming this wall 
of making Deacons by the choice of the Church to t 
end of the World; but whatever was the end of it, it i 
moſt certain it was not done to ſtand on record, to be 
Precedent for future Generations, becauſe After - ages wer 
not to be ſtored with Apoſtles. There were no Apoſtles ui 
ſucceed, and Elders of one Church have no Paſtoral Re 
tion in another; nor can they act as Elders in more thai 
one Church, as che Apoſtles did. Again, 55 
It js in the Power of the Church to ordain their om 
Elders, A&s 14. 23. When they had ordained them Elders ni 
all the Churches by Election, &c. ſo it ſhould be read: tho 
the word Election be left out in the common Tranflation, 1 
yet it is granted that it is in the Greek : And it is ſo tranſi· Wi 
ted in the Geneva Bible, Wilſon in his Dictionary tells u, 
that the word ordained here fignifieth to make by Votes: 
and Beza's Note in the Margin is, that in the primitive 
times Miniſters were not made and thruſt upon the People 
by Bribery and Lordly Superiority, bur choſen by the com-: 
mon Suffrages of the People. And Cartwright does ftoutly 
maintain it againſt the Rbemiſts, that it was not done h 
impoſition of hands, but by lifring vp of hands. 
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The Baptiſts alſo in their Confeſſion of Faith render it, 
common Suffrages of the Church : bur here are ſome 
eations that muſt be removed our of the way. 


* 


bed. 1. It is true, the Churches choſe their Elders, 
che Apoſtles Paul and Barnabas ordained them: for 
vord (They) is relative to Paul and Barnabas. 
1 anſwer, 1. If this be granted that the word they be re- 
ive to Paul and Barnabas, yet it doth not follow that it 
done by their hands. It was done by them, if done by 
eir appointment and advice. As Solomon built the 
Wecmple, cho he wrought not in it himſelf in the building of 
And Meſes made the Tabernacle, tho others were the 
WF orkmen. - 1b £12546 5 
2. If the Apoſtles ordained their Elders, by the fame 
raument they choſe them too. Thoſe that were the Or- 
iners were the Chooſers. When they had ordained them 
aders by Election; here is both the matter and the man- 
rr, done by the ſame hands. This Ordination was by Votes, 
ry the common Suffrages of the People, as they that un- 
i erſtand the Greek do grant; and they likewiſe grant that 
ee Greek Lexicons do ſo render it. Now two Men can't ſo 
rdain; for in Elections there muſt be a majority of Votes. 


Wiretching out of the hand, or holding it up: And that it 
enified among the antient Greeks, chooſing or giving of 
entence or Suffrages, which in popular Elections, or Courts 


Pot have it ſo taken here, becauſe it was done by Paul 
Wand Barnabas by joint conſent, it being impoſſible for two 


vot be taken in its litera! Signification, then I can ſee no 

Nuſe of it in this place, bur it might as. well have been left 
out in the Greek, as it is in the common Tranſlation, and 
as the Doctor leaves it out in the practice. Bur it ſeems 


a word, that is altogether inſignificant in the place where 
it ſtands; that the Elders ſhould be ordained by Suffrages, 
when there was no ſuch thing done in their Ordination. 

But I ſuppoſe that Beza and Cartwright, and the Author 

ot the Greel Lexicon underſtood the ſignification of the 


word 


. dr. Hammond confefles that the word literally ſignifieth the 


f Judicature, was done after this manner. But he would 


eo vote after that manner: But if the word Ele#ion muſt. 


ſtrange to me, that the Spirit of God ſhould make uſe of 
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not about Apnſtles, whoſe Miniftry was itinerant, who 
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word in chat place as. well as the Doctor. 
3. There are now no Apoſtles to ordain, therefore i it 
now in the hands of the Church, or it can't be done; ui 5 
if it be now in the hands of the Church, then it was ther 
im the Apoſtles time, for there is no new appoint em 
fince the Apoſtles days; either the Church Muſt ordau 
their own Elders, or it cant now be dode. | | 
Object. 2. Bur ſome tnay ſay, Tho che Church my chat 
the ir Elders, yet they having choſen them, they muſt vl 
ordained by , nod na the Church, 1 
1 — 1. 1 have fhewed already that they Xe the 
fame Perſons rhat choofe, that do ordain ; therefore 19 7 
Elders muſt ordain, Elders muſt alſo chooſe, 5 4 
2. If Elders muſt ordain, then the Queſtion wil be 
whether it muſt be Elders of the fame Church, or Elder 9 
of other Churches. If Elders of the ſame Church, when 3 | 
at the firſt Conſtitution of che Church, where there u | | 
no Elders already ordained, there can be none, becauſe 
there are none to ordain them, and moſt Churches bave b b 
ene Elder at one time; and therefore when he dies, there 1 
can be none ordained to fucceed him. If by the Elder 8 
of other Churches, then they cant be ordained by Elders 3 
as luch, for Elders of one Church, or ordinary Elden/ BN 1 
have no ; Office-power our of that Church to which they ih * 
relate; nor can they act as Elders in any other. Phe El-| oy 
ders of the Church of Epheſus are not the Elders of the Wl 
Church of -Sardis. Ordinary Elders had never the care of 
Flocks committed to them: their Charge is to feed che 
Flock over which the Holy Ghoſt hath made them Over. 
ſeers, Ade 20. 28. So again, 1 Pet.6. 7. feed the Flock of 
God «hich is among you, taking the overſight chere. 
objeck. Paul telk you that the care of all the Churches Wy i 
upon him, it ſhould ſeem then that he had the charge f 
Flocke. 1 anſwer, The Queſtion is about ordinaty Elders, Wi 


were not fixt to any particular Church. Paul was an Apo- 
file, but ordinary Elders are not Apoſtles, nor can they 
act as Elders out of the Church by which they were choſen; 
theretore they have no Authority to ordain Elders in 


other Churches. If there be neither Precept nor _ 
| ent 
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Int for ordinary Elders of one Church to ordain Elders in 
t Worher, then there is no ſuch thing of Divine Inſtitution: 
c there is neither Precept nor Precedent tor it, therefore 
re is no ſuch thing of divine Inſtitution. Negative Ar- 
rents are good in ſuch caſes as theſe, 

uy 0bj. 3. Bur Ordination muſt be by impoſition of hands, 
a chat of ſuch as once Hands have been impoſed on already. 
I anſwer, This Objection hath no Foundation at all in the 
ripture, tho it be commonly made ; nor is there any thing 
eit: yer I ſhall endeavour to move it out of the way. : 

BS r. Then you muſt prove the Apoſtolical Line to remain 
cout interruprion, and that there are ſome in being to 
Sis day that had rheir Ordination by impoſition of hands 
cceſſively from the Apoſtles, or elſe you will not find any 
ch to ordain : if there have been a Ceſſation of ſuch Or- 
nation bur one Age, there is now no recovery of it. 
n Error in the foundation can't be recovered in the Super- 
ructure: if impoſition of hands by ſuch as on whom 
nds have been impoſed, be an eſſential in Ordination, hen 
me Apoſtolicat Line be broken, there is an eſſential in 
erdination irrecoverably loſt; but that the Apoſtolical 
ine hath conxinued to this day without interruption, can 
ever de proved. Antichriſt having ſpread his Wings over 
me whole European World for ſo long a time, and having 
ad ſuch a power where he hath fer footing, and being 
uch an Admirer of the Image he made to the firſt Beaſt, 
F/hich Image conſiſted in a ſubordination of Churches un- 
go Churches and Officers unto Officers, which utterly de- 
ced the Platform given out by Chriſt and his Apoſtles, in 
eſpect of Churches and Church-Officers : I fay, he being 
ach an Admirer of this Image, that they that dwell 
In the Earth every where muſt make ir, and ſuch a 
over to give life to this Image, that ir ſhould ſpeak and 
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Nauſe that as many as would not worſhip the Image of the 
Peaſt ſhould be killed, Rev. 13. 14, 15. what room was 
here left for the Apoſtolical Line to continue where this 
Image was adored? Now wherever Antichriſt hath pre- 
vailed, this Image of the firſt Beaſt, the Catholick viſible 
Church, headed by the Biſhop of Rome, confiſting of a 
Subordination of Churches unto Churches, and Officers un- 
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to Officers; hath been ſer up, which hath defaced rhe ot 
der ot the Churches. 12 
2. It you could prove the Apoſtolical Line to continu 7 
without interruption to this day, yet you could not prof ng 
that Ordination of Elders muſt be by the impoſition 'Y 1 
the hands of ſuch as on whom hands had been impoſe 
betore : For firſt you can't prove that the Apoſtles wen 
ordained by impoſition of hands themſelves. Ordainef 
they were, but not a word of impoſition of hands. Wal 
Paul ordained by 1mpoiition of hands when he was mad 
an Apoſtle? or was there any more in his Ordination chan 
Voice from Heaven (together with a Light appearing abo 
the brightneſs ot the Sun) ſay ing, I have appeared to the * 3 
for this very purpaſe, to make thee a Miniſter to the Gentile « 
und to now T ſend thee? Acts 26. 15,17. Nor can you pron * t 
that ever one Elder or Paſtor of any one particular Church 
was ordained by impoiition of hands, no nor that ever el ke 1 
Apoſtles ordained either Apoſtles or Exangeliſts by ing 
potition of hands. AV 
But our Proteſtant Ordination by impoſition of hands cal F | 
ferch its Original no farther down than Queen Elizabeth * c 
davs. She having choſen ſome Proteſtant Biſhops, ſent ha bk 
Mandamus to ſome of the Popiſh Bithops. ro ordain them © 
they refuting, ſhe ſent again to one of the Popiſh Bithopjiſ 
and ſome of her new. elected Biſhops to ordain the reſt: A | 
that Popith Biſhop retuting, in the third place by the Queen "M 
order they ordained each other, as you may ſee in the fi 
ſtory of the Church of England, written by Dr. Burnet. e 
Object. 4. But tome may ſay, That the Apoſtles did o 
duin by impoſition of hands; Paul and Barnabas were vl 
.crdained. Ads 13. 2. Whilſt they were praying and minifirny . 
to the Lord, the Spirit (aid, Separate me Saul and Bar nab 
to he work wher eunto T have called them. And when t 
hat praved, they laid their hands on them; ſo they were a 
rib by "the Holy Ghoſt. + 11 
faniwer, I grant that the Apoſtles prayed and laid the" 
hands on them; but I deny that they were ordained WW 
this, and 1 have rwo Reaſons for it. 
1. Whatever Odlice- -power there was in thoſe that lad 
hands on Pa! and B4rrnabms.ar this time, rhe jame O fer] 


pon 4) 


Wn 
We 


T 


* 

bf a viſible Church of Chriſt. 33 
wer had Paul and Barnabas antecedent thereunto. The 
W:c ſaith chere were in the Church that was at Ant ioch 
iin Prophers and Teachers. Barnabas is the firſt that is 
tioned, and Saul the laſt, but both mentioned to be of 
0 number of theſe Prophets and Teachers. 

==. paul declares, Gal. 1. 1. That he was an Apoſtle of 
s Chriſt, not of Man nor by Man; not of Man as hu- 
ee, not by Man as the medium, he was immediately ſent 
= Chriſt: And having ſtayed at Antioch as long as was 
thi _ of God they ſhould, their Miniſtry being iti- 
ant, they were ſolemnly diſmiſt from thence to go a- 
th their work elſewhere, according to the appointment 
Mo the Spirit. And that was all that was done at chis time; 
ocpnce- power conferred upon them, only recommended 
ve 5 the Grace of God for the Work which they fulflled, 
ih 4. 26. They failed from Antioch, from whence chey 
le been recommended to the Grace of God for the Work 
ich they tultilled. Paul was an Apoſtle before ever he 
* ie to Antioch, 
Object. 5. Bur Timothy was ordained by impoſition of 
no ds, and Paul was one of them that laid hands on him, 
0 3 im. 4. 14. Neglect not the Gift that is in thee, which was 
nn thee by Propheſy, with the laying on of the hands of the 
eben. 
lanſwer, 1. This Text f. peale not a word of Timothy s Or- 
ation; nor is there any fuch ching intended in the 
1 7 Ext. Here is a Gift in him that he is called upon nor to 
. ne W2lctt : but a Gift in a Man, and an Office conterr'd upon 
x Man, are two things. It would be ſomewhat coarſe to 
i * Bad it thus, neglect not the Office that is in hee. 
WT 2. This was ſome extraordinary Gitt, that was particular- 
Wo propheſied of, that Timothy ſhould receive by the laying 
= of hands, before 3 It was given unto him: It was given 
n by Propheſy, before i it was beſtowed on him by lay- 
e on of hands. 
by object. 6. But ſome may ſay,that Timothy did ordain others 

7 impoſition of hands, theretore he is bid to lay hands 
ddenly on no man, 1 Tim. 5. 22. 
| 1 anſwer, There is no more evidence in this Text for Or- 
nation by impoſition of hands, than there is in che for- 
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mer: for there is no mention of Ordination in the Tex 
nor in the Context, nothing that leads to it in the wh 
Chapter. OL oY 
That there was laying on of hands in ſome caſes in thi 
- prinurive times, I grant: That ever hands were laid oil 
in ordaining of Elders, I deny. Now to what particu 
_ caſe this muſt be referred is not determined, poſſibly WW, 
might be on the Sick tor their recovery, the end of whiff 
was for the Confirmation of che new Diſpenſation. No 
hen this was in uſe, hands were not to be laid on all 14 
Perſons, to the end they might recover, nor was it the 
duty ſo to do: If it had, I preſume the Apoſtle would ni 
have left Trophymus tick at Miletus, he would have laid el 
hands and recovered him. And if hands were not to 
laid on all fick Perſons, then there was good reaſon thi 
ſhould not be laid haſtily on any, but wait till the mind Wl 
God was known in this matter, leſt ſome on who 
hands were laid ſhould not recover, and fo ſtumble ſoul 
with reſpect to the new Diſpenſation, inſtead of convinah 
ObjeF. 7. But ſome may ſay, Tho Ordination by imp 
fition of hands be not ſo clear, yet Ordination by Ed 
can t fairly be queſtion'd : for it's beyond all diſpute, tia 
Titus had Power to ordain, and that in more than ow 
Church, Tit. 1. 3. For this cauſe left I thee in Crete, th 
thou fluldſt ſet in order the things that are wanting, and 
dain Elders in every City, as I had appointed the. 
I antwer, 1. Tits was an Evangeliſt, and had Of 
power in all the Churches that he was ſent ro. This 150 
Precedent for ordinary Elders, who have no Office- po 
out of that particular Church to which they relate; 
is Titus a Precedent for Ordination by a plurality of bl 
ders: If he be a Precedent for any, it is for a Prelarionn 
Ordination, and not for a Presbyterian one. the 
2. Titus had his Commiſſion immediately from the Ap 
ſtles, and that none of our Elders can pretend to. 
3. The Word that is here tranſlated ordain, it's obſen 
ed by ſome that it is 4 differing word from that in A 
23. 14. Which is there tranſlated ordain, and that it 156 


fame word in the Greek with that in 40s 6. 5. chat is ruſh 
eranſlad 
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nſlated appoint : fo that for an Apoſtle or Evangeliſt to 
Point, and a Church to ordain, are two things. 
. The Ordination of Elders is not the Work of one 
bur of many. It was done by Election, by common 
SWrages, Ads 14. 23. 
. Titus had not an unlimited Power, he was to do it as 
had appointed him, which I conceive was no other 
chan by adviſing and directing the Church how they 
V8Suld proceed in this matter. My Reaſon is, becauſe he 
do ſer in order the things that were wanting. If 
Fs were to be done otherwiſe than by way of Advice, then 
had not only the power of ordaining, but of ruling 
governing too; then the Diſcipline of all thoſe Church- 
Vas in the hands of Titus, and he that was an Heretick, 
In ver. 10. muſt be rejected by Titus after the firſt and 
ond Admonition: fo that the power of Church- Cen- 
e. is wholly out of the hands of the Churches, and in 
+ hands of Titus. And therefore if Churches give up 
rover of Ordination into the hands ot Elders from 
Jh a Precedent as this, they give up at the ſame time 
whole Diſcipline of the Church into the ſame hands. 
ad then if their Elders be corrupt, they have no way left 
reelieve themſelves, but muſt lie at the mercy of ſuch 
"crs, whether they will right them of hor. 
Churches do little know what they do when they call 
BE ders ro ordain them Elders : for where the power of 
Wd ination lies, there lies the power to fer in order the 
ngs5 that are wanting. And I am apt to think that ſuch 
ave an itching defire to ordain Elders in other Churches, 
ir Fingers do alſo icch to have the Government of 
"Pic Churches out of the hands of thoſe Churches, into 
ir own hands alſo. — 
. Evangeliſts, as well as Apoſtles, are now ceaſed; Who 
WEN [hall challenge this power of Ordination, if it be 
1 e hands of the Church? (ordinary Elders can't ſo 
ch as pretend to it, for they have neither Precept nor 
:cedent to ſhew for it) And if it be now in the hands 
the Church, then, as I ſaid before, it was in the Churches 
nds from the beginning. 
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Object. 8. But ſome may ſay, that Timothy was enjoinedli 
by the Apoſtle to commit to faithful and able men, the 
- things that he had heard of him, that ſo they might read 
others, 2 Tim. 2. 2. therefore Timothy was to ordaif 1 
them. 5 

I anſwer, 1. If this were granted, yet it would not fa 5 
low that ordinary Elders might do the like: For, 

(I.) Timothy was an Evangeliſt, 2 Tim. 4. 5. "he had hl 
Commiſſion antecedently from the Apoſtle, and that ord 
nary Elders can't plead. 7 00 

(2.) Timothy was a ſingle perſon, he was not 2 Pres 
tery. This is no Precedent tor Presbyterian Ordinatiof ® 
which muſt be done by a plurality of Elders or Presbyterif ic 
for that is the Ordination that our Brethren d6. vi 
for. 


Nan 
| 
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3.) What is there in this Text that looks like Ordin 
tion: 5 the Text ſaith, The things that thou haſt heard of mi 
among many Witneſſes, the ſame commit thou to faithful mn 
that ſhall be able to teach others. This is matter of uz 3 
ſtruction that Timothy is charged withal, not matter ol 4 
Ordination: he was to acquaint ſome, particular men, 0 3 | 
whom he had ſome experience, both in reſpect of abi 3 
and faithfulneſs too, with the Doctrine that Paul had preaci 
ed, both in the hearing of Timothy and others roo, tru 
o they might be furniſhed with matter to teach others. * 

| Here is not a word of Ordination, nor is Ordination be p 1 
ceſſary to the teaching of others, I mean antecedently ne 
cetlary. It's the duty of every man, as he hath recent 
the Gift, ſo to adminiſter the ſame : He that ſpeaks, 1 
him ſpeak as the Oracles of God; ſo faith Peter. The Beg 
thren that were ſcattered upon the account of the perle. 
tion that aroſe concerning Stephen, preached the Word, | 
the hand of the Lord was with them, Ads 11. yet wo 
were not ordained. r b. 
(4.) The things that were written to Timothy that reſpel I 
ed rhe Church „were written to him to be communicated uh 
to the Church, that ſo it might be done by them, and not t 
be done by J. imothy himſelf; the Apoſtle writes to him 7 
bout the maintenance of Elders, 1 Tim. $. 17. Let lf 


Elder that rules well be counted worthy of double 7 
thut 
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Wat is, Maintenance, as appears in the following Verſes. 
Wc muſt Timothy maintain them, or the Church? I think if 
p 85 Boſe Elders that have a mind to ordain Elders in other 
urches, were bound to maintain them too, they would 
r be fo forward as they are to ordain. Nor do I find that 
oſe that contend for the Authority of Fimothy's Ordina- 
gon, do appropriate this Charge of the maintenance of 
ders to Timothy and his Succeſſors. | 
l have now anſwered all the Objections that I re- 
Wcmber are made againſt the Power of the Church, to 
adain their own Elders and Deacons. I ſhall in the next 
ace make a brief Diſcovery of thoſe Qualifications that 
hurches ſhould have an eye to in the choice of Officers, 
pth Elders and Deacons. And firſt of Elders. 
WT 1. Negatively : he muſt not be a Novice, 1 Tim. 3. C. 
Wo: 2 Novice, leſt being lifted wp with Pride, he fall into 
e Condemnation of the Devil. By a Novice here we are 
r to underitand a young Man; but a young Chriſtian, 
We newly converted to the Faith: for Timothy was but a 
Woung man, when he firſt entred upon the work of the 
iniſtry; bur he was of conſiderable ſtanding in Chriſt's 
chool, having known the Holy Scriptures from a Child. 
„he Reaſon why he ſhould not be a Novice is, leſt he 
1 ould be lifted up with Pride; and I think that experience 
ay acquaint us, that young Chriſtians are more apt to 
e broud of their Abilities, than when they are of longer 
1 Landing, eſpecially being called our to the publick exerciſe 
” chem, whereby there is Food adminiſtred for Pride to 
„ red upon. The more experience a Chriſtian hath, the 
ee he ſeeth his own Inabilities, and that will help to keep 
mn A his Plumes. 7 
" © He muſt not be given to Wine, no Drunkard, nor 
iuſt he be inclined to thoſe intoxicating Liquors : he muſt 
n be of a quarreling Spirit, no Striker, nor yet a Brawler ; 
err muſt he be greedy and a covetous Man, 1 Tim. 
3: Tifc 1. 9; | 
: Secondly, I ſhall ſpeak to it poſitively. | 
„ 1. He muſt be the Husband of one Wife, 1 Tim. 3. 2. 
1 * 5 of one Wife at one time. This doth not prohibit 
c choice of him that hath N nor yet the — 
4 3 0! 
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of him that hath a ſecond Wife, but only the choice d 
him that is guilty of Polygamy, having a plurality 
Wives at one time. "Te 
2. He muſt have his heart ſeaſoned with Grace, Tit. 
This is ſuch a Qualification as can't be diſpenſed withal ii 
any means: he muſt be holy, that is, he muſt be ſuch 
the Judgment of Charity. Churches have not a Judgmai 
ot Intallibility. Pi 
If Elders be not gracious, whatever abilities they h 
they do not underſtand the Myſtery of the word, that i 
attained by natural Abilities, nor yet by acquired pati 
It is a Gift from on high, Mat. 13. 11. To you it is given 
know the Myſtery of the Kingdom of Heaven; but to tha 
it is not given : The Word will be to ſuch but as a Parableq 
dark Say ing; the Book will be to them but as a fea: 
Eook, and they themſelves will be numbred among the il 
norantand unlearned, ſuch as wreſt the Scriptures, as il 
ter ſpeaks, Such are not fit to preach to others, that il 
not underſtand the Myſtery of the Word themſelves, ri 
are but blind Guides at the beſt, and not fit for ſuch Ml 
Undertaking : Nor may ſuch as give not good Tokens d 
work of Grace upon their Souls be choſen, if the Rule 
regarded in the choice of them. 00 
3. He muſt be apt to teach, 1 Tim. 3. 2. not only ie 
to teach in reſpe& of Abilities, but forward alſo ; own 
that is inclined to teach. As a Souldier that is apt to val 
is one that is inclinable and forward to go on when an ol 
portunity is offered, as well as skiltul to manage it; ne 
muſt be Courage as well as Skill. 1 
4. He muſt be one that ruleth well his own Houſe, hu 
ing his Children in Subjection, that is, thoſe Children that 
at home with him, in his own family: for it he be mh 
skilſul in ruling his own Family, it is not likely that WP 
ſhould be a Man fit to take care of the Church of 6 
1 Tim. 3. 4, 5. e | = 
F. He muſt have a good Report of thoſe that are with 
out, ver. 7. Leſt he fall into Reproach, and the ſnare of i 
Devil. He muſt be free from indulging himſelf in Imm 
ralities, careful to cut off occaſions from them that wat 
for occaſions, that fo he may not be juſtly charged by oo 
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err are without, for that would be a ſtumbling-block in 1 
„ir way, and prove to be a ſnare of the Devil's lay ing, to I 
gcder his Miniſtry the more ineffectual. | 
SP arcicularly, he mult be juſt and righteous in his dealings 
Sh others, and ſober with reſpe& to himſelf; Tit. 1.8. 
WS muſt be ſober, juſt, holy, remperate in eating and 
Winking, and in his apparel. 
6. He muſt be ready to entertain the Brethren, that ſo 
cy may come with freedom, and have ſociety with him, 
Wd rclicf too as the cafe requires; he muſt be a lover et 
ppitality, a lover of good Men, Tit. 1. 8. 
57. He muſt be ſound in the Faith, and able to inſtruct 
WlWhcrs. (1.) He muſt be ſound in the Faith, not only in 
eWndamentals, bur in points of leſſer concern too, which 
r are not of little concern. There be many dangerous 
rors, as well as Hereſies, that he muſt endeavour by 
und Doctrine to convince men of, Tit. 1. 9. Holding faſt 
e faithful Word as he hath been taught, &c. If a Man be 
r ſound in the Faith himſelf, he will be more likely v0 
rrupt ſome, than to convince and ſtop the mouths of 
bers. (2.) He muſt have Abilities ro demonſtrate the 
ch of what he aflerts, 7it.1. 9. he muſt be able by found 
Wocttrine to exhort and convince Gainſayers. 
Object. Are theſe all the Qualifications, that muſt be eyed 
8 the choice of an Elder? Muſt he not be a Scholar, and un- 
fand the Greek and the Hebrew, be shill'd in Philoſophy and 
ber Arts of School-learning, that are held by many to be fa 
cen for a Miniſter? 1 | 
WE 1 anfiver, 1. The Qualifications J have ſer down are 
chat I can find in the Word, which is the Rule we are 
go by. I know not whirher to go for more than are 
ere expreſſed. If this kind of Scholarſhip had been 
neceſſary as it is held by fome, I think Chriſt who was 
ichful to him that appointed him, and faithful over his 
Nn Houſe as a Son, would have given us ſome Rule for it. 
2. He muſt be a Scholar in Chriſt's School, or elſe he 
not fit to be a Teacher of others. If he be not taught 
f God, he is but an ignorant and unlearned Perſon, what- 
Wver other Scholarſhip he hath attained. 
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3. Miniſterial Abilities to preach the Goſpel are ny 
acquired by theſe human Arts. They are the Gifts q 
Chriſt, Epheſ. 4. 8. When he aſcended up on high, be ga 
Gifts to Men: ver. 11, 12, 13. He gave ſome Apojil:ihb 
fame Prophets, ſome Evangeliſts, ſome Paſtors, ſome Tea t! 
ers. Theſe Gifts were for the perfecting of the Saint 
for the work of the Miniſtry, for the edihing of the Hin, 
f Chriſt, But you will ask me, How long we m ſo 
expect that Chriſt will beſtow theſe Gifts? I anſve ei 
to the end of the world, as long as he hath Work ti : 
Paſtors and Teachers to do, I mean ordinary Elders ; fu 
as were extraordinary, were long ſince ceaſed. I ſay, il 
will continue to give theſe miniſterial Gifts to the end n 
the world, till we all come to the Unity of the Faith, to H 
knowledg of the Son of God, to a perfect Min in Jeſus Chi 
to the meaſure of the ſtature of the fulneſs of Chriſt : au: 
it fo, then it's a ſtreighter, eaſier, and cheaper way, to pu 
the Lord of the Harveſt to fend forth more LabouralW 
into his Vineyard, than to ſend Men to School in order . 
be Miniſters, not knowing whether they will labour in li 
Vineyard or not when they come there. _—_ 
4. The Apoſtle warns the Coloſſians, To take heed that iii 
Man ſpoil them through Philoſophy, Chap. 2. 8. I can't thin: 
that ſo neceſſary a Prequalitication to an Elder, bid 
Churches are warned to take ſuch heed of, leſt they ſnoui 
be ſpoiled thereby. | 
But you will ſay, If Miniſters do not underſtand the M 
brew and the Greek, in which the Scriptures were firſt graf 
out, how can they ſay to the People, Thus ſaith the Lordi 
not knowing whether the Scripture be rightly tranſlated ii 


mo?” | | 
1 anſwer, 1. If Miniſters can't ſay, Thus ſaith the Lin 
unleſs they underſtand Hebrew and the Greek; then ti 
can't fay, Thus ſaith the Lord, tho they do underſtand tit 
Tongues : for that which is now in being is but a Copy «A 
the Original, which Original they never ſaw. Now thet 
may be Errors in theſe Copies, for ought they know, ® 
well as in the Engliſh Tranſlation ; and if there are fit 
Verſions of the Greek, as hath been reported, they call 
tell which is the right : that there are various Copies 
* oo 
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Greek, is granted by thoſe that have ſearched the great 
draries where thoſe Copies are. 
2. If it be neceſſary tor Miniſters to underſtand rhe 
orew and the Greek, to be able to ſay, Thus ſaith the Lord, 
r not then as neceſſary for the People too, to underſtand 
Wc Hebrew and the Greek, before they can receive any 
ing as the Word of the Lord. Their Faith muſt not be 
Solved into a human Teſtimony : 1 Theſſ. 2. 13. When you 
reived the Word of God which ye heard of us, ye received it 
4 the word of Men, but (as it is in truth) the Word of 
gc. : 
Again, The Hearers muſt not take any thing upon truſt 
om the mouth of the Teacher, they muſt ſearch the 
Wcriptures ro fee whether it be ſo or no. Paul commends 
e Bereans for their Nobility of Spirit, in that they daily 
carched the Scriptures, to ſee whether thoſe things were ſo or 
a, 44s 1). 11. Now thoſe Greeks at Berea had not the 
BDriinal to ſearch, they could have but the Septuagint 
WT ranilation. 
3. Either the Scripture is for the Subſtance thereof 
iehtly tranſlated, or it is not. If it be, then there is light 
n che Tranſlation to ſnew us whoſe word it 1s, as well as 
In che Hebrew and the Greek. If it be not rightly tranſlat- 
cd, then 1 would enquire, (1.) Why it is not mended by 
rhoſe chat underſtand it, and that fee the Errors that are 
in the Tranſlation ? why do you leave the People in the 
488 dark? (2.) I would enquire, Why Miniſters that under- 
== ſtand the Hebrew and the Greek, for the moſt part have 


W recourte to the Tranſlation to prove what they aſſert, if 
che Tranſlation be not right? | 


* 


4. If there be a defect in one Trantlation, it is mended 
in another, or in the Margin in many places: fo that 
throuph mercy we have it for the ſubſtance thereof, and 

chey that have moſt to object in this cate can't deny it. 
| 5. The Scripture carries Selt-evidence along with it, 

W Vole Word it is. The Harmony and the Authority 
thereof is fuch, as that it differs from all Human Writings 

whatſoever. But here take notice, I do not oppoſe the 
Learning of the Tongues, neither che Greek nor Hebrew, 
bur only ſhew my Reafous, why ir may not be lookt on as 
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a neceſſary Qualification to be eyed in the choice of x 
Elder. 1 can find no rule for it laid down in the Wo 
which yet is a perſect Rule for us to walk by. Chriſt ha 
no where enjoyn'd us to ſend Men to School to learn tight 
Tongues, in order to their being choſen to a paſtoral kl 
Jation in the Church, A 
Secondly, I thall ſpeak next of the Qualifications of De 
cons, to which regard muſt be had; theſe are laid dom 
together in the Word, 1 Tim. 3.8. You have their Quai 
fications both negative and poſitive; they muſt be gr 
of a ſolid behaviour, not light and frothy, not double 
rongu'd, ſpeaking forward and backward, one thing wi 
one, and another thing to another; not given to muci|ili 
Wine, nor greedy of filthy Lucre : for a covetous perſon 
in that Oiice will be under a Temptation to deceive te 
Poor that ſhould be fed by them. Ver. 9. Holding the . 
 Rery of the Faith in a pure Conſcience, There muſt be ſom 
experience of theſe things before they be choſen, which 
is the proving of them, mentioned in ver. 10. Let th: 
firſt be proved, and then let them uſe the Office of a Deacin, al 
being found blameleſs, This is no rule for the Church w 
chooſe Deacons upon Trial, as ſome have argued, ſuch a MW" 
choice puts them into the Office before they are proved. 
Their Wives alſo muſt be grave, not Slanderers; ſober, 
faithful in all things. Ver. 11. They muſt be the Husband PF 
of one Wife : that is, they muſt not have a plurality of WW< 
Wives at one time; he muſt alfo rule his Children and.his 
own Houthold well. Theſe are the Qualifications of E. 
ders and Deacons, which Churches muſt have regard to in 
the Choice they make. And I think I may truly ſay, that 
theſe things which were written aforetime, were written 
for our Learning; and are the rule that Churches mult 
go by, in the choice of Officers to the end of the World. 
Secondly, The power of receiving Members, by which 
the Church is inlarged, is in the hands of the Church, 
Afs 2. 41. the three thouſand Converts there mentioned, 
were added unto the Church, ver. 47. And the Lord added 
unto the Church daily ſuch as ſhould be ſaved. Acts 9. Paul 
eſſayed to join himſelf to the Diſciples, and they were all 
afraid of him, and would not believe that he was a 
| ple, 
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of a viſible Church of Chriſt. | 
ts, he made his Application to the Church. This Power 
receiving Members into the Church is not in the hands of 
WM ers, nor are they concerned in it as ſuch, but as they 
8+ mſcves ſtand in the capacity of Members, as well as 
cers, and ſo act together with their Brethren. We have 
one inſtance in all rhe Scripture, that ever an Elder 
Wncern'd himſelf as ſuch,or as having the power in his hands 

W receive, or to hinder the receiving of Members: and 
War was Diotrephes, one thar had a mind to be a Primare, 
ohn 9. I wrote unto the Church, but Diotrephes that 
eb to have the Preeminency among them, receiveth us not. 
WF hcther this receiving was to traniient Communion, or 
W 2 full and fixed Communion, I ſhall not determine. 
Wt here obſerve, (1.) This Letter of Recommendation 
as not written to Diotrephes, but to the Church: I wrote to 
e church, which ſhews that the Power of receiving was 
ceir hands. (2.) That Diotrephes would have had a 
reeminency among them, that is, the Church, who was 
Nac cqually concerned with them in this matter. (3.) He 
tuſed ro receive them himſelf, he receiveth us not. 
l.) He forbids them that would have received the Bre- 
ren, taking upon him the power of Excommunicating, 
Fisting them our of the Church. (s.) There were ſome 
t the Brethren, than fo far underſtood their Power and 
riilege, that rather than let it go they expoſed them- 
les to ejection. (s.) This aſſumed Power of his is de- 
eacd by Vn, ver. 10. therefore not to be followed by any 
der or Elders. (7.) There is from hence a caution given, 
Wy cr. 11. Beloved, follow not that which is evil, but that which 
Ws 200d. This was an evil Precedent given by Diotrephes, 
id theretore not to be followed, I ſay, the Power of re- 
cciving Members is in the hands of the Church; they muſt 
try and examine them themielves, to ſee whether they be 
Piſciples, which is the only meet matter to be received by 
em. I know not what Power Elders have to take their 
Declaration in private, and to report it to the Church, nor 
who gave them this Authority, I find no Rule for ſuch 
a practice. Such as profeſs. to walk by rule, ſhould be 
able to produce the Rule for their Practice; the Church 
was in being before they were organized: There muſt be 3 
OT 5 Candleſtick 
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Candleſtick before there can be a Candle put into it. N 
if Chriſtians have a power to embody into a Churg 
ſtate, they have alſo a power to enlarge that Body, | 
ten Diſciples have a power to embody to day, they hall 1 
alſo a power to enlarge that Body to morrow : it others WF! 
tender themſelves,and if they have a power to receive Meh av 
bers before they be organized, then they have the ſui 
power reſiding in them atter they be organized; they 
not nor cannot put this power out of their hands, into th 
hands of Elders when they chooſe them. When che Incelh 8 
ous Perſon was meet to be received again, the Apoſtle writ $ 
to the Church to forgive him, and to comfort him, and of 
confirm their love to him, 2 Cor. 2.7, 8. it was the Chun 
that caſt him out, and it's the Church that muſt recef 
him; it is the Cr urch that binds, and it's the Church tial 
looſeth; the Marriage-knot is to be between the Church at 8 
them, Ila. 6 2. 5. Thy Sons ſhall marry thee ; the mutuf 
Compact is between the Church and them, therefore ci | 
Church muſt be ſatisfied in chem, betore they recei 
them. 4 
Thirdly, The Power of dealing with Members, even | 
the rejecting or caſting them out, is in the hands of th 2 
Church; this appears in two or three particulars. i 

1. In that the Power of binding and looting is in the 
hands of the Church. Mat. 18. 17, 18. Tell it unto ti 
Church : and if he neglect ty hear the Church, let him be to th! 
as a Heathen Man or Publican. Verily I ſay unto you, whit 
fever e (in tac plural number, that is the Church) 6 
bind on Earth, foall's be bound in Heaven. 

Againſt this there lies a great Objection, by thoſe tin 
are for Presbytery: H the Church here (ſay they) is intended 
4 repreſent ati ve C hurch, conſiſting of Officers, in whoſe hand; 
7s the Power of Church-Cenſurzs. 

In anſwer to this I would propoſe a few Queries. 

(J.) If this be a reprcſentative Church, a Church a 
Oncers, is it a Parociual Church, or 2 Claſſical, Provincial 
National, or Oecumenical Church? It you ſay a Paroch: 

a] Church, or the Othcers of a particular Congregation, 
then I would enquire what need there is of a Claſſical a 


Provincial Church, Oe. for there is no appeal to be To | 
_ . from 
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this Church to any higher Power; hither things 

ſt be brought, and here they muſt be iſſued; they 
ſt go no farther, and the Sentence that is paſt by this 
ch, which is according to Rule, ſhall be owned by 
ist; what this Church binds on Earth, ſhall be bound in 
oven. 1 hope a Claſſical Church will not meddle with 
BE. which Chriſt hath confirmed, nor go about to untie 
Ss. which Chriſt hath bound in Heaven. It's the ſame 
urch that binds on Earth, that muſt looſe on Earth 
So. 
.) I would query, Where we do read of a Repreſen- 
ive Church in the Word, or what word there is in all the 
Bic Teſtament that is of this import? what reaſon may be 
ndred why this mult be called a Repreſentative Church? 
(3.) Where do you find in Scripture, that the Officers 
che Church are called the Church, di{iin& from the Body 
che Members? I find the Peoyle often called the Church 
Wi tink from the Officers, but not that the Officers are any 
here in Scripture called the Church dictinct from the Peo- 
le. 4414.23. When they had ordained them Elders in all the 
burches, they were Churches before they had Elders; the 
WE hurch of Epheſus was ſo called diſtin&t from their El- 
ers, Ads 20, 17, And from Miletus he ſent to Ephefus, 
id called the Elders of the Church; but theſe Elders were 
ever called the Church diſtin& from the People. And 
che Angels of the ſeven Churches in 4%ẽů were the 
ders of thoſe Churches as ſome think, chen there is a 
cear diſtinction; Rev. 1. The ſeven Stars are the Angels 
Wt rhe Churches, and the ſeven Golden Candleſticks are the 
Weven Churches. | 
(4.) I would query, Whether you do find in Scripture 
rat the power of Church-Cenſures is in the hands of Offi- 
Weers ; theſe rhings have been too much taken upon truſt 
Eby People, without having the Rulè produced. It were well 
Wit perſons would ſearch the Scriprures to ſce whether theſe 
things are ſo or no, and not retolve their Faith into a 
human Teſtimony any longer. 3 | 
2. It appeareth, That the power of ejecting is in the 
Hands of the Church, in that the Church is charged where 
this is neglected, 1 Cor, 5. 1, 2. J hear th it there is Forni- 
| cation 
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cation among you, and ſuch Fornication as is not ſo much 
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named among. the Gentiles; and ye are puffed up, and bg 
not rather humbled your jelves, that he that hath done i 
deed ſhould be taken away from among you. There is likeni 
a Charge brought againſt the Church of Pergamus, Rel 
2. 14. Thou haſt there them that bold the Doctrine of M 
laam, &c. And thou haſt them that hold the Doctrine of uM 
Nicolaitans, which thing I hate, This was a Chan 
brought againſt them for their indulging them, when the 
ſhould have dealt with them. I have a few things again 
thee, Cc. That this Charge was not brought againſt uu 
Angel, diſtinct from the Church (tho the Epiſtle was direu 
ed to the Angel to be communicated to the Church) is en 
dent, der. 17. Let him that hath an Ear, hear what the Shi 
rit ſaith to the Churches. Eat 

3. It appears in that the Church is required to put aua 
from among them the Inceſtuous Perfon; the Charge for 
jecting is not laid on the Odicers, but on the Church, 1 Cn. 
5. 7. Purge out therefore the old Leven, that you may te 
new Lump : ver. 13. Wherefore put away from among yu 
ſelves that wicked perſon. 

4. It appears in that there were many hands went to tte 
caſting cut the Inceſtuous Perſon: but had it been done y 
the Officers of che Church, there would have been but 1 
few hands concerned in it, 2 Cor. 2. 6. Sufficient for ſuch «i: 
one is the Puniſhment that was inflicted by many. Or Cenſus 
as the Margin hath it. 
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+ H A P. VI. 
Vraining ſeveral Queſtions and Anſwers con- 


cerning the Power of the Church in binding and 
looſing, and the order of their Procedure. 


= UEST. 1. Whether it be in the power of the Church te 
cell or caſt out an Elder in caſe of Offence juſtly given, 
Pinately perſiſted in, and clearly proved? 

l anſiver in the Affirmative, it is in the power of the 
urch fo to do. This I ſhall clear to you in a feè par- 
Hulars. 
1. Some Member or Members muſt begin the work. Col. 
W 17. Say to Archippus, that he take heed to bis Miniſim, 
ich he hath received in the Lord, that be fulfil it. But 
hat if he remain negligent, muſt he be ſo letr? may not a- 
tÞlizent Elder be rejected, and is there any power, that 

n take ſuch a caſe as this out of the hands of the Church ? 

is there any power to bind in ſuch a caſe but in the 
Whurch? The Church of Epheſus was commended for 

aling wich ſome, that did call themſelves A poſtles, and 

r ſearching them out, Rev. 2.2. 1 know thy Works and thy 
abour,and thy Patience,and that thou canſt not bear them that 

re evil, and thou haſt tryed them that ſay they are Apoſtles 

add are not, and haſt found them Liars. This Trial Was 

Wade before the Apoſtolical Office was ceaſed, for ohn 

Wat wrote this Epiſtle was an Apoſtle. 

2. It's poſſible an Elder may become immoral in his 2 
inciples, heretical in his Jugdment, and ſuch a one the = 
W-hurch may deal withal, Rev. 2. 14. To haſt there them | 
at hold the Doctrine of Balaam, Mc. and the Dogtrine of 
be Nicolaitans, This Charge would not have been brought 
gainſt the Church, if it had not been their evil in not purg- 
g them out. There is likewiſe a Charge againſt the Church 
f Thyatira, becauſe ſhe did ſuffer the Woman Jeu 
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that called her ſelf a Propheteſs, ro teach and ſeduce the 
People of God. It falſe Doctrine be continued to be 
preached in a Church, the Church mult be accountable foi 
it; which yet they ſhould not be, if it were not thei 
duty to ſtop the mouths of ſuch Preachers. 3 
3. An Elder is a Brother as well as an Elder; he waz 
Member before he was an Elder, and then he was a Brotheſ 
Now his being choſen into the relation of an Elder, doth ng 
_ deſtroy the relation of Brotherhood, but every Brothe 
is to be dealt with by the Church. F thy Brother tri 
pals againſt thee, tell it unto the Church, Matth. 18. 11M 
And the Church muſt receive it, when it is brought bil 
two or three Witnefles, 1 Tim. 5. 19. And when th 
Church hath received it, either he muſt hear the Church 
or be rejected. | 9 
4. If the Church have not power to deal with an E 
der, then is the Elder in a worſe Condition than the mea 
eſt Member in the Congregation, as being denied that whid 
is a means to reform and recover a perſon that hath bee 
| guilty of miſcarriages, a means made uſe of for the Rec 
oy very of the meaneſt Member in the Church; and th 
8. i Church is utterly uncapable of being freed from a icandaluw 
| 8s. | Miniſtry, and each Member liable to contract relative Guilt 
Biff by holding Communion with him: for it the Church hat 
1 0 not power to deal with him, there is none that have; thats 
14 there is none that have a power to inflict a Cenſure on hin 
for his Miſcarriages or Miſdemeanors in the Church. 
grant if his offence be againſt the Civil Law, or fo tara 
is againſt that, the Civil Law may take hold of him, avi 
the Magiſtrate may punith him, according to the nacut 
of his offence. But this doth not untie his relation to ei 
Church, he is an Elder ſtill. I would here offer a few thing 
for Reſolution, A 
(I.) Whether an Elder be a Brother in the Goſpel af 
nor. I think no Man is fit to be an Elder that is not a B 
ther: and if he be a Brother, then he is to be dealt with 
the Church, Mat. 18. 15, 16. Secondly, I would que!) 
What Power is appointed by the Word to deal with anE 
der in caſe of offence, if the Church to which he rela 


may not do it. Elders of other Churches cannot do - 
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to eje& an Elder doth not belong to Elders as ſuch : 
jere is no Rule for it, there is neither Precept nor Pre- 
ent for it; And that which hath neither Precept nor 
eeædent for its practice, is not of Divine Inſtitution. 
Nodject. Paul did caſt out by his own power, 1 Tim. 1. 
of whom is Hymeneus and Alexander, whom I have deli- 

red unto Satan to learn them no more to blaſpheme. Why 
en may not ordinary Elders of other Churches do the 
e? | | 
W 1 anſwer, (1.) It doth no where appear that meneus and 
Wy cxinder were Elders. And it is much but it would have 
en noted if they had. If this muſt be made a Prece- 
Nut tor ordinary Elders to act by, this is the way to take 
e power of dealing vich Members cur of che hands of the 
urch, as well as the power of dealing with Elders; and 

che Church ſhall have no power of dealing left them. 
W (2.) It doth not follow that theſe were dealt with by a 
gle hand ; tho he ſpeaks in the fingular number, he 
Wight be ſaid to do it, in that he did order or exhort the 
hurch to do it: and there is much reaſon to carry it fo, 
hen we confider how he managed the Buſineſs with the 
hurch ar Corinth concerning the ineeſtuous perſon ; 
Cor. 5. 3. For Twerily as abſent in body, but preſent in ſpi- 
It, have judged already, as if I were preſent, If he had 
cn preſent with them, he would have made no other De- 
rmination than what he had made being abſent : Well, 
gut what was his Determinztion being abſent ?. I anſwer, it 
s this, that when they (chat is, the Church) were ga- 
Wired together, and his Spirit with them, that in the 
ame of cur Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and with the power of 
ur Lord, they ſnould deliver him to Satan, Cc. ver. 13. 
away from among your ſelves that wicked Peron. This was 
Determination, being abſent, that the Church ſhould 
it: for there lay the power of our Lord jeſus Chriſt, 
Ind he would no otherwiſe have determined; if he had 
een preſent, he would not have taken the power out of 
he Churches hand: and in this manner 1 apprehend he 
elivered Hymeneus and Alexander unto Satan. I can't 
ink that Paul would take that out of the Churches hands, 
hat he knew Chriſt long before had put into their hos ; 
E that 
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that is, the power of dealing wich ſcandalous Mende 
Mat. 18. 17, 18. | 
(3.) If this were granted (as it is not) that Am 
and Alexander were dealt with by Paul, without if 
Power of the Church, yet it would not follow il 
it is in the power of ordinary Elders fo to do.) 
was an Apoſtle, and had power to act as an Elder inen 
Church where he came; but Elders of particular Chu 
are not Apoſtles: Are all Apoſtles? no ſure ; nor have f- 
have ſnewed already) ordinary Elders any Office-poweri 
of the Church to which they relate, nor can they at 
Elders in any other Church. | G 
| It ordinary Elders have any Office- po ver our of the 
ticular Church by which they were choſen, I defire ro h 
how they came by it? Whence it is derived? They |; 
it not immediately from Chriſt, that they do nor prete 
to; for they can do no Miracle to demonſtrate it: th 
have it not from the Church, for one Church hathj 
power to ordain Elders for another: And if any Ch 
ſhould pretend to ſuch a power, I hope it might be 
juſt offence humbly to ask them by what Authority they 
theſe things, and who gave them this Authority ? 
And in the mean time I would adviſe tuch Elders, at 
adventure to act officially in other Congregations, either 
adminiſter the Supper, to ordain their Elders, or to & 
an Elder, to be ready to anſwer this queſtion, when put! 
themſelves, By what Authority they do theſe things, 
who gave them this Authority? If it be replied, that ti 
have their Authority from thoſe Churches that call tit 
to act after this manner; I have two things to retum 
way of Anſwer. (1.) If Churches have no power tod 
in the Elders of other Churches thus to act, then their 
gives you no Authority; but Churches have no powell 
call in the Elders of other Churches thus to act, there 
their Call gives you no Authority. The Argument 6! 
gative, and if any deny it, it lies in them to give inſtal 
of che power of ſuch Churches to call them in. (2) 
a man may act as an Elder in two Congregations by conſa 
chen in cen, in twenty, and ſo become a Dioceſan Bill 
But ſtill he will be to ſeek of the inſtitution of this Pohl 
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a loſs to anſwer the Queſtion, by what Authority 
do theſe things. 1 

ft, 2. Whether the Church is to act hy the ſame Rule in 
o with all miſcarrying Members? | 

ſwer, 1ſt. As the Word is the Rule we are to go 

all Caſes, ſo they are to act by the ſame Rule in deal- 

ch every Member, whether it be an Elder, a Father, 
ther, or a Wife. 5 

24). There are particular Rules laid down in the 

, With reſpect to particular Caſes that muſt be re- 

d, and by which the Church muſt act as the Caſe 


it be matter of Fact that is brought to the Church 
the Fact is not diſpuralle,nor the evidence queſtiona- 
if the Oftender do neglect to hear the Church, he is to 
off without delay, Mat. 18.17. 1 Cor. 5. 12. If any Man 
called a Brother, be a Fornicator, or Covetous, or a Drun- 
or a Railer, with ſuch à one no not to eat: do not ye judg 
hat are within? wherefore put away from among your 
that wicked Perſon, Eg 
here the Caſe is mere Negligence, Slothfulneſs, 
Perſons are idle, and will not eat their Bread in the 
df their Brows, but would be maintained out of the 
es Stock, the Church is only to withdraw from 
2 Theſſ. 3. 6. Withdraw from every Brother that 
h diſorderly, and not after the Tradition that ye receiv- 
S. Ver. 7. For we behaved not our ſelves diſorderly, 
did we eat any Man's Bread for nought, Here the Apo- 
dth explain what that diſorder 15, for which there 
e a withdrawing : It's only the eating the Bread of 
for noughr, That this withdrawing muſt not be 
all caſes of offence, but muſt be reſtricted to this 
t Idleneſs, is I think clear, (1.) By the informa - 
bat the Apoſtle had received; ver. 11. We hear that 
re ſome that walk among you dijorderly, working not at 
It are Buß- bodies. (2.) In that the Apoſtle gives 
Exhortation, ver.12. Them that are ſuch we ex- 
d command by our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, that with quiet- 
| a work and eat their own Bread. (3.) It appears 
the Apoſtle reſtri&s it to them thay < OA not their 
E a word 
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word by this Epiſtle, ver. 14. If any Man obey not our wrd. 
by this Epiſtle, nite that Man, and have no company with. 
him, that he may be aſhamed : yet count him not as an Eneny, 1 
but admoniſh him as a Brother. Now there is no other wy 
branch ot diſorder handled in this Epiſtle, but this of Idle - 
\ neſs : therefore to this Diſorder only muſt this Rule 0 7 
_ withdrawing be reſtricted. In the former caſe he that ; 
dealt with y the Church is to be accounted as a Heathe 
Man or a Publican; but here he muſt not be accounted ; 
an Enemy, but admonithed as a Brother. This Rule is nt 


given to make void the former, but to be obſerved in thi = 
particular Caſe, which is a Caſe that differs from tid 
former. . ehe 
3. If it be matter of Hereſy, there is another Rule t 
be obſerved, Tit. 1. 10. Him that is an Heretich, after tk 1 
firft and ſecond Admonition rejeck. If the Church rejett tun... 
ſoon aſter the firit admonition, they are too quick: | if 
they ſtay long before they reje& him after the ſecond Ad 
monirion, they are too ſlow. _ 'P 
Queſt. 3. Whether there ought to be the ſame procedure .... 
the Church in all Caſes of offence ? | = = 
I anſwer in the Negative, 1. If the Offence be private. 
given, there muſt be private dealing; Mat. 15. 15. MY 
over, if thy Brother offend thee, go and tell him his fault nl... 
tween thee and him alone: No body muſt know of it tilltit of 
be done, no nor afterward neither if thy Admonition e 
effect. If he hear thee, thou haſt gained thy Brother; bu 
he refuſe to hear thee, take with thee one or two more, au Hine 
he negle& to hear them, tell it unto the Church, The fil 00 
may not go alone to him the ſecond time: The ſecond n. 
moniſhers have done what they are to do by themſehe be 


and muſt immediately on the firſt opportunity bring it u 
the Church: And if he neglect to hear tiie Church, the 
let him be to thee as a Heathen Man, cc. I fee nore 
ſon why che Church ſhould delay and try him a ſecond 
a third time, and I know not how often, if he negi* 


 [# 
to hear them; if che firſt may not go alone a ſecond uin |. 
nor yer the ſecond Admoniſhers try. him a ſecond tn, 
why muſt the third, why muſt che Church wait in th . 


Caſe? Nay if the Church try him a ſecond time, di 1; 
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ird ; when or by what rule ſhall the Church come to a 
etermination : We put our own Wiſdom in competition 
ith the Wiſdom of Chriſt in this matter, if we keep nor 
loſe ro the Rule. To wait on a perſon that neglects to 
ear the Church, is to act without a Rule, if the matter 
f fact be ſuch as deſerves Ejection when obſtinacy is ad- 
d to it, and the evidence full and clear. 
2. In caſe of publick offence, this private dealing is not 
o be made uſe of: They that ſin rebuke before all, 1 Tim. 
20. that is, they that fin publickly; the Harmony of 
cripture muſt be preſerved, this Rule muſt not be under- 
bod to interfere with the former, where the Brother of- 
ended is to deal with the Brother offending in private. 

3. If the caſe concerns an Elder, an Accuſation muſt 
ot be received by the Church under two or three Witneſ- 
es; 1 Tim. 5. 19. But againſt an Elder receive not an Ac- 
uſation, bur before (or under, as in the Margin) two or three 
itneſſes, Beſides the poſitive Rule which we are bound 
0 obſerve, tho we cannot underſtand the reaſon of tr, 
there ſeems to be this Reaſon : Elders being more ob- 
W1ox10us to the malice and envy of Men tha": others are, they 
are more in danger of being falfly accuſed . in others are. 
veſt, 4. Whether a Perſon juſtly ejefed by the Church, be 
it the ſame time cut off from Chriſt, and fo made incapable 
of Salvation unleſs he be received again by the Church upon 
his Repentance 2 . 

I anfiver in the negative: for, x. The Church did not 
ingraft him into Chriſt, when they firſt received him into 
Communion with them: Now that which the Church did 
not do, they can't undo. No Perſon can be received a Mem- 
ber regwarly, that is not in the Judgment of Charity a 
true Believer z and if he be ſuch in reality, he had then 
an intereſt in Chriſt before he was received by the Church. 
Either he had an intereſt in Chriſt antecedent to his being 
received by the Church, or he had not: if he had, then the 
Church did not ingraft him in: if he had none before he w.s 
recerved, he hath none ſince. I ſpeak of a real Inteteſt, not 
lll © ſuch an Intereſt as fruitleſs Branches may be ſaid to have 
taat may be cur off, which is only in appearance, not in 
realty, If every one that is received by the Church 
SI haye 
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have a real Intereſt in Chriſt, then Hypocrites, as wel 
thoſe that are ſincere, have a real Intereft in Chriſt, Tho 
are and may be ſuch in the Church that never 
an Intereſt in Chriſt, and ſuch as never had an Intereſj 
him can't be ſaid to be cut off from him. | 

2. Once an Intereſt in Chriſt, and for ever an Inte 
in Chriſt. 7ohn 10. 27, 28, 29. My Sheep hear my Voice, 
they follow me; and I give to them eternal Life, and they 
never periſh, neither (hall any Man pluck them out of 1 
hands : my Father that gave them me is greater than al, 
none ſhall ever pluck them out of my Father's hands : I and 
Father are one, | 

A Perſon may truly repent, and yet not arrive at 
Geladen whether he do repent or no; he may feat t 
Lord, and obey the voice of his Servant, and yet walk 
darkneſs and have no Light, Ia. 50. 10. Or if he h 
ſome glimmering light, yet not enough to offer himſelft 
the Church; or poſſibly he may die before he have oppd 
runity ſo to do: Muſt ſuch a one be ſhut out of Heard 
becauſe he is ſhut out of the Church? 
Object. But ſome will ſay, That Chriſt tells us, that wii 
foever the Church ſhall bind en Earth, ſhall be bound 
Heaven. . 

I anſwer, 1. This muſt be reſtricted to a juſt regular ce 
ſure of the Church. But if the Church will put moret 
£0 their Cenſure than Chriſt allows them by his Wot 
that ſhall not be bound in Heaven. But Chriſt never g 
the Church a power by his Word to cut off thoſe Men 
bers from him, that he had united to himſelf. 4 

2. This binding in Heaven is nothing elſe bur Chrif 
approving of and owning the Church in thoſe Cenſures tid 
are paſt by them according to rule. 

Queſt, 5. Whether the power of the Church in binding a 
looſing, or any other Church-a&, do not lie in the Mai 
and whether they muſt not be called the Church; and the Mit 
rity be always bound to acquieſce in the vote of the major * Kc 

E anſwer, 1. If the. caſe to be determined, may * 
yielded to without Sin, the Minority are to reſt farish 
with the Vote of the Majority: for inſtance, if the caſe b 
ſuch as is in it ſelf indifferent, only there is ſome _ 
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niency to ſome of the Members, which cannot be re- 
eſſed without a greater inconvenience to other Members 
ing at a great diſtance one from another. If it be con- 
rning Time for Week days- meetings, or Place, which are 
ings indifferent in themſelves, there a leſſer inconvenien- 
ten muſt be ſubmitted to, and the minor part reſt ſatisned 
ich the Vote ot the major part: Or elſe I do not ſee 
ow the Church ſhould come to a determination in any 
ung of this kind. 

2. It it be in the choice of Officers, where ſuch as ſtand 
competition are both duly qualified for the work, and no 
ſt exception to be made againſt either: tho the Members 
tre differing apprehenſions, which of the two may be fitteſt, 

r here the Majority muſt carry it, and the minor part are 
ound to reſt ſatisfied in the Vote of the major part, becauſe 

t is the pleaſure of God that Elders and Deacons ſhould be 
de and ordained by Votes, Ads 6. 5. Acts 14. 23. It 
praggvere to no purpoſe to go to the Vote, it the Vote may not 
d\0ictermine it. | 5 | 
3. If the Majority be corrupt, as ſometimes it hath been 
Ir may be in Churches, and the Vote fo irregular, that 
he Minority can't cloſe with it, but they muſt fin againſt 
ight, and thereby diſhonour God and wrong their own 
Souls; there the Power lies not in the Majority, nor may 
he Minority cloſe with them, for they muſt do no iniqui- 
y, and God will own the minor part in their non-com- 
plianoe. Rev. 3. 4. Thou haſt a few Names even in Sardis, 
chat have not defiled their garments, and they ſhall walk with 

e in white, After that great Apoſtacy of Iſrael to Ido- 
latry, Exod, 32. when they made them à golden Calf, and 
worſhipped it, Moſes took the Tabernacle of the Lord, 
and pitched it without the Camp afar off from the Camp, 
and called it the Tabernacle of the Congregation ; that was 
the Congreggtion that ſought the Lord, Exod. 33. 7. 

Queſt. 6. Whether the Siſters be a voting part of the 
Church or no? PE 

L anſwer in the Affirmative, they are. 1. The Siſters are 
at eſſential part of the Church as well as the Brethren ; 
the one hundred and twenty Diſciples to which the three 
thouſand were added, As 2. 41. were the Church, che 
E 4 | ſame 
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ſame Church to which the Lord daily added, ver. 47. Non 
this Church conſiſted of Siſters as well as Brethren, Af; 
1. 14 3 
2. They are eoually concerned as to the Welfare of thei 
Soul with the Brethren in the choice of Elders, and my 
ny o:her Church-atis, that things may be ſo managed x 
that thev may be free from relative guilt, 
3. The Raule, Mat. 18. If thy Brother treſpaſs againſt thee, 
te/l him his fault between thee and him alone, is not exprely 
rcſtricied to the Brethren, and I think ought not to be te. 
ſtricted to rhe Brethren, but to be taken indefinitely d 
Members, whether Brethren or Sitters; and if fo, the 
Siſter, when it is her lot to Le offended, muſt proceed til 
ſte bring it to the Church. 5 | 

4. The Sitters are not to be fut out or withdrawn frem 
v. hea a Caſe is brought to the Church: if they ſhould, it 

_ be brought but to a part of the Church, not the 
VI le. | 

5. The Apoſtle did not exclude the Siſters when he 
wrote to the Church of Corinth to caſt out the inceſtuous 
perſ en, 1 Cor. 8. 4. . 

6. We do not find the Siſters were excluded when the 
Churches ordained them Elders, A&s 14. 23. They ordained 
them Elders by Election in all the Chnyches ; no mention; 
made farce Siſters were denied their Vote: we have nt 


any inſtance in all the New Teſtament that ever the Siſter 
were denied their Vote; ner have we any reaſon to co 
clude when the Acts of the Church are mentioned, of 
which Church or Churches the Siſters cannot be deniel 
do be an eſſential part, that the Church is but the Brethren, 
not tle Siſters. | | 
Object. The Apaſt le. forbids Women to {peak in the Church, 
1 Co. 14. 34. Letvour Women keep ſilence in the Church, 
for it is not permitted unto them to ſpeak ; ai the) na 
not ea l, they may not vote. | 


I antiver, this Prohibition is not to be extended to all 


caſes; and if fo, then it ſeems to be reſtricted to the Sub- 
ject that was then in hand, which will come under c 


Heads: 1. They were nor permitted to ſpeak in a way ol 


propheſy, but the Brethren mit he, they might all pro ely 
ff OS nl 
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2. They muſt not enquire (in the Church) into what 
was delivered in a way of Propheſy; If they would learn any 
thing, they muſt ask their Husbands at home, But the Bre- 
thren might enquire into it. The Spirits of the Prophets 
are ſubject to the Prophets. That this Prohibition is not to 
be extended unto all caſes is evident: For, (1.) A Siſter 
having diſcharged her duty in private, if it take not, 
ſne muſt tell it unto the Church, and lay open the Circum- 
ſtances of the matter, and he a Wittleſs in the Caſe. This 
can't be done unleſs ſhe be allowed to ſpeak in the Church. 
(2.) A Siſter may be brought under dealing by the Church, 
and muſt ſhe not ſpeak in her own defence? muſt ſhe be 
ſilent whether the be accuſed right or wrong, and fo fall 
under the Cenſure of the Church, not being permitted to 
ſpeak for her telt ? Is there any Law in the Church of 
Chriſt that judgeth a Member before it hears him? It's poſ- 
ſible a Siſter may be accuſed of Hereſy, differing from 
others in Principles, tho the points held by her be ſound 
Doct ine; and mult ſhe not be ſuffered to plead her own 
Cauſe, which it may be is the Cauſe of Chriſt ? Muft the 
Truth ſuffer, and the Siſter ſuffer, rather than that ſhe be 

permitted to ſpear in the Church? This I think would be 
accounted hard meaſure by judicious Men. And if fo, then 
thoſe judicious Men that fo account it, muſt reſtrict the 
Prohibition to ſome particular caſe ; and it ſo, what more 
likely to be the caſe or caſes, than thoſe that were han- 
died when the Prohibition was given out? | 
Queſt. 7. Whether a Perſon juſtly cjefFed by the Church may 
uhm Repentance be received again, whatever the matter of 
fact was for which he was ejefed ? . 
anſwer in the Affirmative, he may. Luke 17. 3. F thy 
Brother treſpaſs againſt thee, rebuke him : if he repent, far- 
give him, 

1. Excomraunication is not to deſtroy, but to fave, 
that is the end of it. And ir is one end that ſhould be in the 
eye of the Church, when they do eject a Brother or a Siſter : 
it 1s fir the Deſtrudt im of the Fleſh,that the Spirit may be ſav- 
ed in the day of the Lord, 1 Cor. 5. . 

2. The Church hath a power of looſing as well as bind- 

ing, Which power is not reſtricted to this or that particu- 
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lar Caſe. And Chriſt will own them in the one as well 3; 
the other Whatſoever they ſhall looſe on Earth, ſhall be looſed i 
Heaven : There is no Caſe wherein we can apprehend tha 
Chriſt hath torgiven, but we ought to forgive tor Chriſt) 
fake alſo. 

2. We find the Apoſtle writing to the Church of Corinth 
to forgive one that had been a great Criminal, 2 Cor. 2,7,8, 
one that had been guilty of Inceſt, tuch Fornication x; 
had not been ſo much as named among the Gentiles, and 
had been caſt our by the Church, 2nd upon his Repentance 
ro confirm their love to him. e 

ueſt. 8. What Repentance is that which is ſufficient t 
ſatisfy the Church to receive again a Perſon that hath been 

ejefted? 

 * I anſwer, Such as in the Judgment of Charity is ſin- 
cere ; If he repent, forgive him. I do not look upon a bare 
ſay-ſo, without any manifeſtation of Grief and Sorrow 
under the ſenſe of Sin, and a Reformation of what hath 
been amiſs, to be ſufficient ;, the Rule is, if he repent, fir- 
give him. Repentance cont:ſts in a godly Sorrow for Sin, 
and a turning from Sin: 2 Cor. 7.10, 11. For godly Sorrow 
 worbeth Repentance unto Life, not to be repented of : For be- 
bold, this ſelf-ſame thing that ye ſorrowed after a godly fort, 
What carefulneſs it wrought in you ? yea what fear ? &c. Care 
to pleaſe God, and fear ro offend him for the future. 


— 


CH AP. VI. 


Containing a deſcription of the formal Cauſe of 
Church- Memberſhip. 


Come now to deſcribe the formal cunſtituting Cauſe of 
Church-Memberſhip. ff. Negatively, wherein I ſhall 
ſhew what is not the formal conſtituting Cauſe, ' 
I. Birth- Privilege doth not conſtitute a Perſon a Mem- 
ber of an inſtituted Church; all Birth- Privileges with te- 
ſpect to Church-memberſnip and Ordinances ar 1 
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ceaſed, together with the legal Diſpenſation: The Partition- 
wall was broken down, when Chriſt was offered up; that is, 
the peculiar Covenant that God made with Jrael, by vir- 

tue of which they were a ſeparate People: Exod. 19. 5, 6. 

If ye will indeed obey my woice, and keep my Covenant, then 
you ſhall be @ peculiar Treaſure unto me above all People: 
for all the Earth is mine, and ye ſhall be a Kingdom of 
Prieſts, a holy Naticn, that is, a ſeparate Nation. This 
Covenant is now made void, Zach. 11. 1o. Then 1 took my 
Staff, even Beauty, and cut it aſunder, that I might break 
my Covenant that I had made with all the Peohie; and it was 

broken in that day, that was, when they weighed for his 

Price thirty pieces of Silver. Dr. Owen obſerves on this 

place, thar when the Covenant of Grace was confirmed by 

the offering up of Chriſt, the peculiar Covenant that God 

had made with all the People of Jrael was broken, and 

Iſrael ceaſed to be a Church; then Birth-Privileges ceas'd, 

2 Cor. 5. 16. Henceforth know we no Man after the Fleſh ; 

that is, from the time of Chriſt's Oblation, as appears by 

the preceding verſe, where it's ſaid, He died for all, that 

henceforth they that live ſhould not live to themſelves, but to 

him that died for them; and then it follows, Henceforth 
bnow we no Man, &c. A Jew that before this time was 
known after the Fleſh, as being lineally deſcended from 
Abraham, born a Member of the Church, circumciſed the 
eighth day, hath from this time no more notice taken of 
him than a Gentile, till in the Judgment of Charity he 
be new-born: 1 Cor.12.13. By one Spirit are ye all baptized 
into one Body, and made to drink into one Spitit, whether Jem 
oy Gentile, - Thoſe Jews that gladly received the word, 
Aﬀs 2. 41. were not Church- members antecedent thereun- 
to; if they were, why is it ſaid, They were added to them, 
(chat is, the Church) the ſame day? I have already ſhewed 
that Faith only makes not the Parent a Church- member, 
therefore it makes not the Children ſuch. 5 | 

2. Co-habitation makes not a Perſon a Member of an inſti- 
tuted Church; there is no ſuch thing as a Parochial Churchof 
divine appointment; we read of the Church of God at Co- 
rinth, but we read not that Corinth was the Church of God. 
The whole City was not the Church, nor were there mer 
| | | 0 
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of the Corinthians that did belong to the Church, than ſuch 
as were ſaucl ified in Chriſt Feſus, called to be Saints, There 
was a Church in Rome, but Rome was never a true Church; 
Pagans and Chriſtians may cohabit, as the Believer and 
the Unbeliever did, 1 Cor. 7. yet thoſe Pagans were not 
Members of the Church at Corinth. 

3: Tranſient Communion with a Church doth not form 
a Perſon a Member : a Member of one Church may have 
occaſional Communion with another, yet that doth not 
diſmiſs him from his place where he ſtood before, nor tran- 


ſlate his MemBerihip from one Church to another: barely od 
p * . * 0 10 
Communion with a particular Church doth not incorporate b 


a Perſon into that particular Body; nor is it regular to 
have Communion with any one Church in the Supper, till ; 
ſuch time as a perſon is a fixed Member of ſome one Church 
or other. It's an unprecedented Cafe, They were firſt a 
added unto the Church, As 2. 40. before they had Fel. 
lowſhip with them in breaking of bread, ver. 42. 
43᷑. Baptiſm doth not form a Ferſon a Member of a pu- 
ticular inſtituted Church. For, (I.) The Ordinance muſt be 
adminiſtred antecedent to Church-Memberſhip, if Chriſt's 
Precepts may be read in Apoſtolical Precedents, and A poſto- 
lical Precedents be a Rule for us to walk by. (2.) That 
which may but once be adminiſtred is not the formal con- 
ſtituting Cauſe of Church-Memberſhip ; but Baptiſm may 
be but once adminiſtred, therefore it is not the formal 
conſtituting Cauſe, A Member may be juſtly ejected, and 
upon Repentance received again; but if Baptiſm were the 
formal conſtituting Cauſe, he muſt be as often baptized as 
received. N 

2 ;. I ſhall handle it poſitively. The formal conſticut- 
ing Cauſe of Church-memberihip, is its mutual Conſent 
and Agreement verbally expreſt. 

1. There muſt be mutual conſent and agreement; with: 
out this a Perſon is at liberty from any Tie that is upon 
him to any particular Church; he is like a Lamb in a large 
place. having pone to watch over him, no Shepherd to 
take care of him; nor hath any particular Congregation 
the charge of him, nor is there any tie upon any particular 
Congregation to him, there is no Church that hath an) 


power 
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power to call him to an account, or to deal with him in 
eaſe of miſcarriage, for he is not under the Diſcipline of 
any. Churches have nothing to do to judg them that are 
without, they can only judg them that are within, 1 Cor. 5. 
12, 13. No body can tell to what Church he relates, nor 
doth he indeed relate to any. What Church then muſt be 
told of his miſcarriage, or who is bound to tell it unto any 
church? Certainly Chriſt hath not left us ſo in the dark, 
when he faith, Tell it unto the Church, but that we know 
what Church to complain to, even that ſame Church that 
he ſtands a Member of. He muſt be received a Member of 
ſome particular Church, or elſe in eaſe of offence he can't 
be caſt out from amongſt them; he that was never in, can 
never be caſt out, God brings no Charge againſt any Church 
for not dealing with ſcandalous Perſons, unleſs thoſe Per- 
ſons are ſome Members of thoſe particular Churches. 
The inceſtuous Perſon was a Member of the Church of Co- 
rinth, and the Charge was brought againſt that Church 
for that they had not dealt with him, 1 Cor. 5. Te are 
puffed up, and have not rather humbled your ſelves, that be 
that hath done this thing might be taken away from among 
504, They that held the Doctrine of Balaam, and the Doc- 
trine of rhe Nicolaitans, were Members of the Church of 
Pergamus, Rev. 2. 14, 15. and the charge was brought 
againſt that Church: Thou haſt there them. They were 
among them, they were incorporated into this particular 
Body. | - 

That the formal conſtituting Cauſe is mutual Conſent 
and Agreement, is evident in the word, Ia. 62. 5. As & 
yung Man marrieth a Virgin, ſo ſhall thy Sons marry thee, 
In Marriages there is a mutual content and compact; this 
Agreement is founded in the very inſtitution of the Church, 
Mat. 15. 19, 20. Again I ſay unto you, Where two of you ſhall 
azree on Earth, touching any thing that you ſhall ask of my Fa- 
ther, it ſhall be done for you. All the Worlhip of God is fome- 
times comprehended in this word Prayer, Prayer being a con- 
ſiderable part of the worſhip of God, and a concomitant of 
all the parts thereof. 17's written, ſaith Chriſt, my Houſe 
ſhall be called the Houſe of Prayer, &c. Ver. 20. For where 
two or three of you ſhall be gathered together in my name, there 
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am I in the midſt of them. This Chap. from ver. 15, to 5 
the end, treats of Church. concerns; and this gathering toge. Mug 

ther in Chriſt's name, I look upon to be into a Church: ſtate, of 

and I am not ſingle in my Apprehenſions. It's alſo the 00 


12 of Robinſon, a Man that God was pleaſed to give Nor 
ighr into an inſtituted Church, when many other of his be 
Servants were in the dark in that particular point, that 
this gathering in Chriſt's name muſt be by Agreement. [ 
do not apprehend how Pertons can gather together into a 
Church-ſtare to worſhip God according to his appointment 
but by agreement. Can two walk together, ſo as to pur- 
ſue the ſame end, unleſs they be agreed? When Paul was 
come to Feruſalem, he eſſayed to join himſelt with the 
Diſciples, but they were all afraid of him, and would not 
believe that he was a Diſciple, Ads 9g, This ſhews that 
this joining muſt be by agreement, there muſt be ſatiſ- 
faction on each ſide ; Churches may not be impoſed on, 
nor may they impoſe on Perſons to join with rhem, there 
being no Rule in the Word for ſuch impoſitions. And 
When ſuch Impoſitions have been uſed, the moſt fruit they a9 
have yielded have been the ruin of ſome, and making Hy- Ml 
pocrites of others. Paul, tho he was an Apoſtle, did not C 


attempt to impoſe himſelf on the Church, nor would the ir 
Church be impoſed upon: they muſt have ſatisfaction that bi 
he was a Diſciple before they would receive him, ſuch only 
being meet matter to be added to them. | | 
2. This Agreement muſt be verbal or explicit; Perſons 7 

can no ctherwiſe know each others minds but by their Ex- f 
preſſions. | | b 
Query. What is it that ſuch as offer themſelves to Commu- 


nion and the Church, muſt immediately agree about, that ſo 
they may comfortably fit down together ? 

I anfiwer, ſuch things as are plainly laid down in the 
Word, as matter of Duty to be performed, or matter of 
Privilege to be injoy d in a Church- State. We may not 
make the bounds of Communion in this reſpect, ſtraiter 
than God hath made them in his Word. Some light as to 
the matter of this Agreement is afforded by the Prophet, 
IIa. 62.5. As a young Man marrieth a Virgin, ſo ſhall tly 
Sons marry thee. As there is a mutual agreement in all 
Marriages, 


of a viſible Church of Chriſt. 


{arriages, fo the matter of that Agreement is mutually to 
pertorm the Duties, and to enjoy the privileges of tliis con- 
zugal relation. 

1. Then they muſt mutually agree that the Word of 
od is the rule both of Worſhip and Diſci pline, and alſo 
or chat which is matter of Faith and Practice. If there 
be no agreement here, there will nor long be an agree- 


Standard by which Caſes muſt be tried, and by which 
Churches muſt reform when there is any thing of diſor- 
der among them, or elſe there can be no determination in 
any caſe; they can't agree what is diſorder, unleſs they 
are agreed that the Word is the Rule of Order. Nor can 
they agree how to reform, unleſs they are agreed that the 
word is the Rule by which they muſt reform: This Agree- 
ment binds to no more than what is our duty. To the Law 
and to the Teſtimony, if it ſpeak not according to that, it's be- 
cauſe there is no light in them. Mat. 28. 20. Teaching them 
to obſerve all things what ſoever J have commanded you, &c. 

2. Such as offer themſelves to join, muſt conſent and 
agree to keep their places in the Church, as God by his 


Church-Communion 1s, that God may be worſhipped by an 
incorporated Body, 1 Pet. 2. 5. Ie allo as lively Stones are 
built up. a ſpiritual Houſe, to offer up ſpiritual Sacrifices ac- 
ceptable unto God by Feſus Chriſt. This end can't be an- 
ſvered by each Member, unleſs each Member keeps his 


form that which God hath made their duty. Not forſaking 
the Aſſembling of your ſelves together, as the manner of ſome 
ie; but exhorting one another, and ſo much the more as you jee 
the day approaching, Heb. 10. 25. 

3. They muſt conſent and agree to bear their part of the 
neceſſary Charges of the Church, proportionably to their 
ability ; for one muſt not be caſed and another burden- 
ed: Bread and Wine muſt be bought, the poor muſt be 
relieved, the mouth of the Ox that treade th out the Corn 
muſt not be muzled. If Perfons will not conſent to this, 
ts a Sign of Covetouſneſs; for Covetouſneſs conſiſts as 
well in withholdinz from others more than is meet, as in 
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ment about any thing; this muſt be owned to be the 


Providence ithall give them opportunity. The end of 


place in the Church. An Agreement here is but to per- 


9 5 2 


N y 2 « +4 "Wi & wor 
0 * N 83 , N ad a LEA 8 n e 
1 SCRE Le * 4 4 on A 32. r 8 R N 9 n N ry 
N W . * * DIY re * 7 4 \ 64 p * < T0003 TX 1 

"tia . A W e 5 2 e 5 RY 

7 * , * » * * 8 7 1 8 N : 3 


64 The Inſtitution and Government 
an inordinate defire after that which is another Man's, Thi 
Apoſtle exhorts them to make up their Collections for the 
poor Saints, 2 Cor. 9. 5. and withal that what they dif 
might be matter of Bounty, not ot Covetouſneſs. N 
reaton but that of Covercuſieſs can be rendred why | 
perſon ſhould not bear his part of the neceſſiry charges of 
the Church proportionably to his ability. Now a covetay 
perſon, when known to the Church, is to be caſt out from 
among them: 1 Cor. 5. 11. If any Man that is called 1 
Brother, be a Fornicator, or Covetous, &c. with ſuch a mn 
no mt to eat, If a covetous Perſon is to be caſt out, when 
diſcovered after he be received, by the fame reaſon he is 
to be kept our, if he do appear to be ſuch before he i 
received. 

4. He muſt conſent and agree to the performance of il 
thoſe relative Duties, that are incumbent on him to- 
wards his Brethren, as the cafe requires; he muſt re- 
buke, exhort and comfort, and with a ſpirit of meekneſre- 
| ſtore ſuch as are overtaken with a fault. That all theſe are 
the Duties of Members one towards another, I need give 
no inſtance, they are ſo plainly ſtated in the Word. 
S8. He muſt conſent and agree to jubmit to the Diſc 
pline and Government of Chriſt in his Church, and in 
caſe of miſcarriage to hear the Church ſpeaking to him by 
the Word: for the Church hach no other Rule to go b), 
they may not make Laws of their own; nor is a Church. 
Cenſure to be valued or regarded if they have not clear 
Foundation in the Word for what they do. There be 
three things to be look d at in the Church-cenfure. (i.) Tha 
the matter of fact do deſerve a Cenſure, that it be ſuch a 
may not be born with or indulged in che Church. (2.) That 
the Evidence be full and clear. And, (3.) That the 
offending Brother, after due means uſed to reclaim him, 
remain ſtubborn and obſtinate; If be will nt hear tie 
Church, be is to be as an Heuthen Man, or a Publican. 

Well then, if a Man muſt be caſt out that will not heat 
the Church: Is there not clic fame reaſon to keep out him 
that will not conſent to hear the Church bef. re he be fe- 
ceived ? I defire to know how the Church will deal with 
him, if he refuſe to hear them after his being ns 5 
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hey can receive him, tho he refuſe antecedent thereunto. 
Secondly, The Church muſt conſent and agree to re- 
eive ſuch a one into their Communion and Fellowſhip, 
o enjoy all the Privileges of the Church which is the 
ouſe of God, and to perform all thoſe relative Duties 
owards him, that are incumbent on them by the Word. 
he Marriage muſt be mutual between the Church and 
ach one, that is received a Member by them. Thy Sons 
hall marry thee, &c, Iſa. 62. 3. Each Member muſt enjoy 
equal Privileges, and conſent to the performance of equal 
Duties, as the cafe requires. There is no more duty to 
be required of one Member towards another, than there is 
of that Member towards him, provided the circumſtances 
of each bealike; nor may a Member be debar'd any one 
Church Privilege, unleſs by his diſorderly walking he de- 
bars himſelf ; but each one ſhould have the right Hand o 
Fellowſhip given unto him, 


——_—_— 


CHAP. VIIL 
Containing the Bounds of an inſtituted Church with 
reſpect to the Members thereof. 


Come now to handle the Bounds of an Inſtituted 
Church with reſpect to the Members thereof; who may 
be received in, who may be continued in: Firſt, more Ge- 
nerally. Secondly, more particularly. | 
1 Hirſt, More generally. The Word of God is the Bound: 
ſo far as the Word of God allows them, to remove their 
1 Stakes and to ſtretch out their Curtains, ſo far they may 
ſtretch them out, and no farther. 

1, Then, Baptized Diſciples, ſomeway inſtructed into the 
Diſcipline of the Church, are meet matter to be joined to 
them (that is, regularly to be joined) tho I would not here- 
0 by unchurch thoſe Churches that are regular in reſpe& of 
i Natter and Form, where the Matter is viſible Saints, an 
1 the Form is by mutual 9 their Children be 
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I mean ſuch Principles as do reſpe& matter of Practice, x 
practice of it; muſt they be unchurched for owning that 


not for ſinging of Pſalms, neither in Practice nor in Prin- 
ciple; muſt they be unchurched for want of this ſuppoſed 


Ceremony of dwelling in Booths, in tlie feaſt of the ſevent 
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Inſtitution and Government 


not brought into rhe definition. Bur ſuch as do bring Ci 
dren in an infant ſtare to be Members of an inſtitua 
Church, are not duly conſtituted neither in refpe& q 
Matter or Form. I fay 1 would not unchurch fig 
Churches that are duly conſtituted in refpe& of Mam 
and Form, and yet lie ſhort of Light concerning the M 
of God. In this matter, 1 look upon it as an Irregular 
for a Perſon to offer himſelf ro Communion antecedent y 
the raking up this Ordinance, or for Chriſtians to emboh 
together, antecedent thereunto; but every Irregular 
doth nor deſtroy the Effence of a thing. The Eſſence q 
a Church lies in Matter and Form; and ſhould we po 
bout to pur in Principles into the deſcription of a Churg, 


well as matter of Faith, I fear we might thereby unchurg 
more Churches, than we may be able to conſtitute arg 
For inſtance, ſome Churches do look on finging of P 

to be an Ordinance of God, and accordingly are in the 


to be an Ordinance of Chriſt which others can't receive! 
Why then had not the Church at Feruſalem been ui. 
churched, for keeping up Circumciſion after Chriſt ws bat 
offered up, when Circumciſion was aboliſhed ? Others art 


Ordinance ? Why then had not /rae! been unchurched, BY, 
who were without the Feaſt of Booths, or without thut 


Month, from the days of Joſhua, to the return from the o 
ſeventy Years Captivity ? Nehem. 8. 17. If not, Why mult WM; 
all thoſe Churches be unchurched that lie ſhort of thei v 
Duty in the point of Baptiſm, merely for want of Ligit ! 
concerning the mind of God in this matter, provided there Bl 
be rhe Effence of a Church in reſpe& of Matter and Form' WW. 
We have found this to be a diſputable Point as well as fingits, Wl ; 
and tr was long before many of us that now own it, weir 
convinced of it. If it be plain to us now, ſo are all ti 

elſe to him that underſtands em; but it may be dark eno 
to others. I lock on ir to be an Irregularity, where Church 


Communion is held, and the Members not baptized ; ue 


. 5 l : = . , 0 W > FAIRER 
= 3 


of a viſible church of eb iſ. 3 


ot ſuch an Irregularity, as to make their Church- State 
ere nullity. I have now made a long digreſſion, 

hall return to the point in hand. I fay, baptized Diſciples, 
ome way inſtructed in the Diſcipline of the Church, are 
meet matter to be joined to an inſtituted Church. It is 
eafon that thoſe that are to ſhare in the Government of 
he Church, ſhould be made ſome way acquainted with the 


nes thereof. There is teaching after baptizing as well 
before; teaching them to obſerve all things whatſoever I 
N have commanded you. They ſhould in ſome meaſure be 

ade acquainted with the nature of the Houſe of God, 
the goings in and the comings out thereof; they ſhould. 
y be ſhewed the Forms and the Laws thereof. That fuch 
h are regular matter to be joined ro an inſticured Church, 


zppears, Matth. 28. 19, 20. Go diſciple to me all Nations, 
baptizing them, &c. teaching them to obſerve all things what- 
ſever I have commanded you, &c. Now if we may read the 
Commands of Chriſt in Apoſtolical Precedents, then it is 
plain that this is one of Chriſt's Commands, that his A- 
poſtles were to teach the baptized Diſciples to obſerve ; 
Acts 2. 41. Then they that gladly received the Word wer 
baptized ; and the ſame day there were added unto them a- 
e baut three thouſand Souls. 3 = 
Secondly; They muſt be ſound in the Faith; 8 

But here ſome may object, That if perſons are baptized 
upon 4 Profeſſion of Faith, it is to be ſuppoſed that they are 
ſound in the Faith, or elſe why are they baptized ? 

I anſer, I do not here handle the Bounds of a Church 
only with reſpe& to the receiving Members, but alſo with 
reſpect to their abiding in the Church, after they are recei- 
ved. A perſon that was judged ſound in the Faich when 
he was firſt received, may afterwards be corrupted in his 
Principles, and become very rotten and unſound. 1 Tim. i. 
19. Hoiding Faith and a good Conſcience, which ſane having 
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ſhall handle, firſt negarively ; Secondly poſitively. 


He that is an Heretick, after the firſt and ſecond admunit ian 
rex, Now an Hererick is one that chuſeth to himſelf 


F 2 


| Put away, concerning Faith have made ſhipwrack, This 1 


1. Negatively, he muſt be free from hereſy: Titus 1. 10; 


lome Opinion that is directly contrary to ſome . 
| ta 
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tal plainly ſtated in the Word of the Lord. Every Error 
is not an Hereſy; if it were, all Churches would ſoon de 
unchurched : For he that is an Hererick muſt be rejected i 
rer the ſecond Admonition. I ſhall give a few inſtances of 
Hereſy, | 1 
(1.) He is an Heretick that denies the Trinity, that ſhall 
deny that there are three in one, and one in three:. for 
there is nothing more plainly ſtared in the Word than this; 
1 John 8. 9. There are three that bear record in Heaven, th | 
Father, the Word, and the Spirit ; and theſe three are On: 
He that denies the Trinity muſt deny either rhe Father, 
the Word, or the Spirit; and whichſoever of theſe iz 
denied, there is a Foundation- point in Religion denied, 
To deny the Son, is to deny that there is a Redeemer; 
and to deny the Spirit, is to deny that there is a Sanctifer. 
02 He is an Heretick that denies Jeſus Chriſt in either 

of his Natures. To deny him in the Human Nature is 
deny him in his Obedience, both active and paſſive, which 
is the matter of that Righteouſnefs by which we are juſti 
tied. To deny him in the Divine Nature, is to deny him 
in the merit of his Obedience. Now which ever of the 
Natures of Chriſt is denied, there is a Fundamental of 
Religion denied, and I do not ſtick to call it a dammable 
Hereſy. 2 Pet. 2. 1. But there were falſe Prophets amm A 
rhe People, as there ſhall be falſe Teachers among you, that N 
ſhall er ly bring in damnable Hereſies, denying the Lord that ö 
bought them „„ . h 
| (3+) He is a Heretick that denies the Reſurrection of the ' 
n 


p a 
S 3 


Dead. The Reſurrection is a Foundation- Principle of fe- 
ligion, and ſuch a Foundation- Principle, that overturn this 
and overturn all. For if there be no Reſurrettion from the 
Dead, then is not Chriſt riſen; and if Chriſt be not riſen, | 
then is our Preaching vain (faith the Apoſtle). and your Faith Wi 
7s vain, you are yet in your Sins. And we alſo are fond | 
falſe Witneſſes, in that we have teſtified of God, that be 
hath raiſed Chrift from the Dead, whom h: hath not raiſed, 
if the Dead riſe not again. This is a Hereſy that ſtrikes at 
the whole Doctrine of the Goſpel to overthrow it; for if 


the Apoſtles be found Liars in this, who can believe them in 
any thing? i 


2. Members 
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of a viſible Church of Cbriſt. 69 - 
2. Memhers muſt be free from Principles of Immorality, 
hich lead ro Immorality in Practice, or elſe they are not 
t to be continued with in Communion. Revel. 2. 14. J 
ave a few things againſt thee, becauſe thou haſt there them 
hat bold the Doctrine of Baalam, that taught Balac to lay a 
Stumbling-block before the Children of Tirael, to eat things 
fered to Idols, and to commit Fornication. And thou haſt 
When alſo there that hold the Doctrine of the Nicolaitans, 
hich thing J hate, Theſe I think may alſo be ranked a- 
ong Hereticks ; however, they muſt be reformed or pur- 
ed out, for when God brings, a Charge againſt a Church, 
f they repent not, he will remove the Candleſtick out of 
is place. OY Os” 
2 I ſhall handle it poſitively. Such may be ſaid to 
he found in the Faith, that are ſound in the Fundamentals 
ff Religion. Now the Fundamentals of Religion may be 
brought into a narrow compaſs: John 17. 2, 3. This ig 
Life eternal, ts know thee the only true God, and Feſus Chriſt 
whom thou haſt ſent. Here are but a few words, but they 
are very comprehenſive ; to know God is to know him in 
the manner of his Subfiſtence, three in one, and one in 
three, Father, Son, and Spirit. It is ro know him in his 
Attributes, in his abſolute Soveraignty, his Wiſdom, Pow- 
er, Holineſs, Juſtice, Goodneſs and Truth, and the like. 
To know Jeſus Chriſt is to know him ro be the Mediator 
between God and Men ; to know him in his Natures, that 
he is God and Man, two Natures united in one; Man, thar 
he might do and ſuffer the Will of God; and God, that he 
might merit by doing and ſuffering” 

To know him in his Offices, as he is conſidered a Medi- 
ator, a Prophet, a Prieſt and a King, and that he 1s ſti 
in the execution of his Offices; that he was dead and is 
alive, and behold he liverh for evermore ; thar he is exalt- 
ed on the Right-hand of God, and is become a Prince and a 
Saviour ; that he ever liveth to make interceſſion for us. 
We do not know Chrift aright, as Mediator, unleſs we 
know him in all theſe reſpects: For if he were on Earth, 
he ſlould not be a Prieſt, Heb. 8. 4. chat is, he ſhould not 
be that great High-Prieſt that God had promiſed ; therefore 
o Mom him aright is to know him to be a Prieſt for ever, 
Zo A 
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conſequence 9 which may be a denial of ſome one Branch y 
beſe 


is not a Heretick thereby. For inſtance, to deny that 
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70 The Inſtitution and Government 
A Prieſt now he is in Heaven, as well as he was when he 
was upon Earth; a Prophet for ever, and a King. for og, 
Now ſuch as are ſound in theſe Fundamentals, I think my 
in a Goſpel-ſenſe be ſaid to be found in the Faith. They 
are few Principles in Religion, but what come under one q 


Object. But ſome y ſay, That it's poſſible for a Mah 
own all this in Profeſſion, and yet may hold ſome Errors, th 


other of theje Fundamentals. For inſtance, He may jth 
that God is a juſt and righteous God, and yet deny that is 
bath diſcharged the Principal immediately upon 1 5 
made by the Surety; this doth conſequently deny his Julia, 
Ts not ſuch a one an fleretick?ꝰ J 
I anſwer, in the negative. Hereſy doth not conſiſt int 
conſequential denying of ſome fundamental Truth, but i 
a dirett denial thereof. Now if that Truth that is conſe 
nentially denied, be profeſſedly owned and mainrained, 
Perfon, tho he be guilty of Error in what he denis 


Jeſus Chriſt is come in che Fleſh, is to deny a fundamenti 
Truth __ ſtared in the Word; but to keep up the ob 
ſervation of che Ceremomes of the Law, Circumciſion, 
and the like, was a conſequential denial chat Chriſt was 
come in the Fleſh; for if the Subſtance was come, the 
Shadows were ceaſed. Yet many of the Church of tle 
Jews that did believe Jeſus Chriſt was come, were ze+ Nthe 
lous of all theſe, Ads 21. 21, but never dealt with 5 Hbe 
Herericks ; nor was there ever ſuch advice given by Pal Mar 


or any other Apoſtle. We muſt then have a care we do Wii 


not go about to make men Hereticks by conſequence. th 
ly, Church-Members muſt be ſuch as are of a holy Con. N re 

verſation: If they live in Immoralities, and will not be Wl t 

reclaimed, they muſt be ejected; there muſt not be a wick- 

ed Man (that is, a Man who by his Converſation is known 

to be wicked) that muſt remain in a Church- ſtate; 1 Cv. 


tl 

a 

5. 13. Wherefore put away from among you that wicked Þl 4 
Per n, | a > | f 
7 
{ 


of a viſible Church of Criſt. | 
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CHAP: M 
outaineng ſome Cautions to Churches concerning 
ſome things that they had need to be aware of. 


Have ſhewed you the Bounds of an Inſtituted Church, 
with reſpe& to the Members thereof, And Churches 
ad need to be careful that they do not receive ſuch as are 
ot duly qualified for Communion, ij 
The firſt thing then that I would caution Churches to 
deware of, is, That they do not ſet the Door of the Sandlu- 
ry too wide; we ſhould take the meaſure of the going into 
he Houſe as exactly as we ſhould meaſure the going our 
hereof, When the Man wich the meaſuring Line in his 
nd came to the Temple, Exel. 4.12. the firſt thing he mea- 
ured was the Poſts of the Door, the ſides, and the breadth 
and the heighth thereof. And when the Houſe was to be 
Wihewed to the Houle of Iſrael, and the whole Faſhion there- 
of, that they might meaſure the faſhion thereof, Exel. 
43. 10, 11. he was to ſhew them the goings out thereof 
and the goings in thereof. So that we had need to rake 
the juſt Meaſure of the Door by the Word, that it may not 
de too wide, If you ask me when the door of the Sanctu- 
ay is too wide? I anſwer, when it lets in ſuch as are not 
0 MW viſible Saints, ſuch as we have no ground to conclude, nei- 
ther by their Profeſſion nor Converſation, that there is any 
real change wrought in them. I would offer here a few 
e chings to be conſidered, | 3 
„ Suchcan'c be ſaid to be added by the Lord, and 
a therefore not to be received by the Church. Such as are 
added by the Lord are fuch as ſhall be ſaved, Ads 2. 47. 
40 the Lord added to the Church daily ſuch as ſhould be ſa- 
ved, They are not added according to the Lord's pre- 
ſcription ; pfal. 24. 3. Who ſhall aſcend into the Hill of God, 
and who ſhall ſtand in bis Holy Place? he that hath clean 
F 4 Hands 
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Hends ard a pure Heart, &c. Such are the Worſhipers thy 
God ſecks for. | 
2. Such as have no change wrought in their Hearts willbe 
but little advantage to the Church when received: like \ 
Blaſs Eye in the Head, or a wooden Leg in the Boch, 
there can be no ſpiritual communion with them, whatever 
outward communion there may ſeem to be. Did I ſay, lie 
a glaſs Eye or a wooden Leg? truly the Similitude is to 
high. A glaſs Eye, tho it hath nota ſeeing faculty, yet i 
is for Ornament: but ſuch Members are not an ornament, 
but rather a ſhame to the Church. The Body may reſt on 


a wooden Leg, but there is no truſt ro be put to ſich t 
Members as theſe. 


ner 

3. Such as have no Change wrought in them, may pto- ma 
bably prove very prejudicial ro the Church. 3 | 
For (1.) they lie fearfully open to Temprations, hi- MW by 
ving no ſpiritual Armour to defend themſelves, if there be ¶ it 
no real change in them; they have nor put on the Brea. at 
Plate of Righteouſneſs, nor the Shield of faith, by which tle Ml ni 
fiery Darts of the Devil may be quenched. C 

(2.) There is a ſubtle and powerful Enemy to aflaul ? 
them, who will endeavour to make his Inroads into a Ml e 
Church by ſuch as theſe. He will make his attempt where il 
there is leaſt reſiſtance to be made. He entered into Juda, Ml | 


and put him upon betraying his Maſter; he baited his deſſite 
of gain this way. He ſaw that he could play the Thief for 
Mony, and now he tries whether he would play the Traytor 
$or Mony alſo, and accordinęly it takes with him. He filled 
che heart of Ananias and Sapphira, to ly to the Holy Ghoſt, 
(3.) Such have no one Corruption mortified, tho pol: 
bly ſome Corruptions may be reſtrained for a time. There 
being no principle of Grace, there can be no ſuch thing as a 
work of mortification begun in the Soul: and when 
Temptation is ſuted to unmortified Corruption, there 5 
danger that it will ſoon take. | 1 
(a.) In joining themſelves to the Church, they do not 
om in obedience to the Will of God, nor out of love to 
the People of God, nor with any deſire to anſwer the ends 
of Church-communion ; for they have no principle that 
leads to it, bur ſome baſe ends ot their own, which ends 


e 


of a viſible Church of Cdiſt. | 


ey will endeavour to purſue ; and fo by their Miſcarriages, 
hich they are not likely to be free from long together, 
hey will fill the Hearts of thoſe that are ſincere with Grief, 
nd their Hands with Work. : | 
(.) They will fill their Hearts with Grief, that there 
ould be ſuch Miſcarriages among them, by which the 
ame of God is diſhonoured, and the Ways of God evil 
poken of. Many walk, faith the Apoſtle, of whom I have 
pold you often, and now tell you even weeping, that they are the 
Enemys of the Croſs of Chriſt ;, their God is their Belly, their 
on MG lory is their ſhame, their end is Deſtruction, they mind earth- 
ch things. The ways of God are evil ſpoken of, and Sin- 
ners are prejudiced againſt them by ſuch as theſe. This is 
0- MW matter of grief to the Godly. = 
(2.) The Churches hands are like to be filled with work, 
u-: by the often Complaints that will be brought againſt them. 
be ld is not eaſy to get rid of ſuch Members when once they 
. ᷑re in, either for want of ſufficient Witneſs, (for one Wit- 
te neſs will not do) or from their feigned Repentance. 
Churches do ſometimes groan a great while before they can 
ut get rid of ſuch Members. And laſt of all, when they are 
) 1 cut off, that is with grief too; tho they be gangrened 
re Member, yet there is trouble in ſeparating them from the 
as, body: 2 Cor. 12. 21. I fear that when I come my God will 
e WH humble me among you, and that I ſhall bewail many that have 
tor WM ſinned, and have not repented of their Uncleanneſs and Forni- 
tor WW cation and Laſciviouſneſs, which they have committed. 
ed 4. Conſider, ſuch as have no Change wrought in their 
MK. hearts, are in danger of going our irregularly, and leaving 
their place in the Church, either when they have ſerved 
rc WW their turn, and their baſe ends are anſwered; or when 
54 they ſee they were miſtaken in their meaſures, and their 
en ends are never like to be anſwered. 1 7ohn 2. 19. They 
5 vent out from us, but were not all of us; for if they had 
been of us, they would no doubt have continued with us; but 
ot ey went out from us, that they might be made manifeſt that 
o they were not all of us, They were the Sons of Hagar, not of 
5 the free Woman, but of the bond. 5 
at Secondly, Churches had need beware that they do not 
keep the Door of the Sanctuary too cloſe, and too narrow, 


7 making 
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making it too ſtrait and too narrow, by clogging the Tem 
of Communion with unneceſſary things: they may ng 
make that a bound of Communion that God never made: 
bound, Iſ you ac me when the Door is too narrow, Ia 
ſwer, When the terms of Communion are ſuch, that pe. 
ſons truly fearing God, and willing to come under the dif 
cipline of Chriſt in his Church, are ſhur out. 

1. Then Churches ſhould not be too ſtrict in points of 
kefler concern, when perſons are ſound in fundamentib 
and of a holy Converſation. 

1 have already ſhewed, that the Fundamentals of Rel. 
gion in point of knowledg are brought into a narrow com. 
paſs. This is life eternal, to know thee to be the only tr 
God, and Jeſus Chriſt whom thou haſt ſent, Here indeed i; 
much comprized, as I have likewiſe ſhewed already. Bu 
it is poſſible that there may be ſome particular Principle 
held by ſome Churches, that a perſon can ſee no ground 
for in the Word. For inftance, fome are of opinion that 
It's the duty of all baptized Believers to come under 
impoſition of Hands, and this is made one bound of com. 
munion, and other things that I could name; and no com- 
munion to be had without ſubmitting thereunta. Whe- 
ther ſuch things are duties or not, I ſhall not now deter- 
mine. Yer I think they are a clog to the Conſcience when 
they are made the terms of communion; and Conſcience 
may be tried with it two ways. | 

(1.) A perſon may think it a duty in it ſelf, to come un- 
der Impoſition of hands, but not ſuch as that rhe want of 
light in it ſhould block up the way of all others; there- 
fore tho he could ſubmit to it himſelf, yer he can't do 
it under this conſideration. 6 

(2.) There are others that are of the en that i: WW 
is no duty, nor ever was, to be performed to ſuch an end h 
as to form a perſon a Member of a Church; no nor yet that 
it was, or is a duty for every baptized believer, to come b 
under Impoſition of hands, to any end whatſoever, 10 | 

( 
1 
: 


can he in conſcience ſubmit to it: tell me then 

ſuch an Impoſition does not bar the door of the Sanctur7 
too cloſe ? I do not find ſuch Impoſitions as theſe put into 
thoſe Confeſſions of Faith, that ſtand on record pd - 
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ord, nor any thing but what is comprized in the funda- 
entals of Religion. All the Confeſſion that Peter made, 

at, 16. 16. was, Thou art Chriſt, the Son of the living God ;; 


nich Conteſſion Chriſt commends, and tells him, thar 


eſh and blond had not revealed this to him, but his Father 
pho was in Heaven; and further declares, Upon this Rock 
vill I build my Church, not on Peter, nor on Peter's Faith, 
ut on Chriſt ſo conteſt, who was the object of Peter's 
aith, ere are but a few words, but here is much com- 
rized in them, here is Chriſt confeſt in both his Natures, 
nd the Union thereof, thou who art the Son of Man art the 
on of God; he is here confeſt in his Otices alſo, thou art 
hriſt, he owns him to be the anointed of the Lord: Gqd's 
hriſt and God's Anointed is the ſame thing, Pſal.2.2. com- 
ared with As 4. 26. he that is the Lord's anointed in the 
Pſalms, is called bis Chriſt in the Ads. Now as he is the 
ord's Anointed, he is Propher, Prieſt, and King : Luke 4. 
18. The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, becanſe the Lord hath 
anointed me to preach the Gofpel unto the poor, there is his 
Propherical office; to proclaim Liberty to the Captives, there 
is his Kingly office; and to open the priſon-doors, or to jet at 
iberty thoſe that are bound, there is his Prieſtly office. And 
he Son is not only owned in his Natures, in his Offices, 
but the Father alto, the Son of the living Cod; here is no- 
thing in this Confeſſion but what reſpects Fundamentals, 
nor was there more in the Confeſſion of the Eunuch, Acts 
8.37, Ihelieve that Feſus Chriſt is the Son of God, Nor do l 
think there was more in the Confeſſion that was made by 
the three thouſand, A#s 2. 41. upon which they were 
baptized and added unto the Church. And I have theſe 
reaſons for it: (1.) Becauſe Chriſt tells us, that un this 
Rock (that is, upon Chriſt ſo conteſt, as Peter had conteſt 
him) he would build his Church. VV 
(2. ) Becauſe theſe new Converts had but a little time to 
be made acquainted with leſſer points of Divinity; the ſub- 
ſtance of the Doctrine preached to them antecedent to 
their Converſion, is contained in the preceding part of the 
Chapter, wherein the fundamentals of Religion are declar'd 
in a great meaſure ; and it was upon the owning, receiving, 
and embracing that Doctrine, they were baptized and - 
| e 
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The Inſtitution and Government 
ded to the Church. Then they that gladly received the wil] 
were baptized, and the ſame day there were added unto then 
about three thouſand Souls. | 

2. Churches may not be too ſtrict in enquiring into their 
Experiences, as to the particular time and means of their 
Converſion ; poſſibly the Work may be carried on þ 
gradually with ſome, eſpecially with ſuch as have been 
brought up in religious Families, that they may not be abi 
to give a particular account, and yet may be able to evi. 
dence the truth of their Converſion. 
Some have known the holy Scriptures from their Childs 
hood, and fo their Change, as to time and means, is not ſo 
Fercerivable as others. Others it may be are but of 
lictle ſtanding in Religion, and large Experience requizes 1 
large time of ſtanding in Proteſſion, in order to the at- 
taining of it. What if the moſt that they can ſay in 
point of experience be this, They know that they were blind, 
now they fee; they were ignorant of Chriſt in his Nx 
tures, in his Offices; they could ſee no Beauty or Excel- 
lency in him, wherefore they ſhould deſire him: But nov 
Jetus Chriſt is precious to them, precious in his Natures, 
in his Oqhices, in his Death, Reſurrection, and Aſcenſion, 
precious in his Interceſſion. Is not this a ſign of Faith ! 
I Pet. 2. 7. To you that believe he is precious. If they can 
experience that iin was once loved and delighted in, but 
no they hate it; Is not this a ſign of the fear of God 
Prov. 8. 13. The fear of the Lord is to hate evil, &c. I 
they can experience this, that the People of God that 
once they hated, are now become the Objects of their 
Love, is nor this a mark or character of their being diſ- 
cipled unto Chriſt? John 13. 35. By this ſpall all men know 
tut ge are my Diſciples, if ye have Love one to another. The 
new Birth is certainly paſt on the Soul, where there is {it 
cere Love to the Brethren. 1 | 

3. No Miſcarriage, either of a former or a latter date, 
ir truly repented orf, may block up the way ro Commu- 
nion. (i.) Not of a former date, 1 mean ſuch as precedes 
the Dare of Converſion : 1 Cor. 6. 11. Such were ſome 0 
von, but ye are waſhed, &c. What were they? I anner, 
lornicators, Adulterers, Effeminate, Abuſers f _— 


— 
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ith Mankind, Idolaters, Drunbards, Thieves, Theſe were 
rear Immoralities, but being repented of, they were no 

ar to Communion. (2.) It Miſcarriages be of a later 
Wire, fince Converſion, if repented of, theſe may not 
lock up the way to Communion : Luke 17. 3. If he repent, 
give bim. It a Perſon that is in Communion be guilry 
H Miſcarriages, and do indeed repent, he is not to be 
ſt cur. By the ſame reaſon that one is not to be caſt out, 
he other may not be kept out: The inceſtuous Perſon be- 
ng caſt our, he was as if he had never been received in; 
vet upon repentance was received again, 2 Cor. 5. 6, 7. 


. 4. Indigency or Poverty may not block up the way; 
: ho the Church do foreſee that ſuch are like ro be burden- 


om to them, they may not ſhut the door againſt them to 
prevEhc it. The Lord hath made other proviſion in this 
iſe; he hath appointed Officers, Deacons, to look after 
the Poor; and Churches, according to their Abilities, are 
orelieve them, and ſhould truſt him who miniſters Seed, 
and multiplies the Seed ſown, for the increaſe of Abi- 
lities by which they may be able ro relieve them, and take 
incouragement from the Promiſe ſo to do. The Lord hath 
ſaid, that he that ſoweth bountifully ſhall reap bountifully, but 
he that will ſow but ſparingly can expect no other but to 
reap ſparingly. 1 
Thirdly, Churches had need beware, that they do nor 


10 nies Immoralities in them, nor in any one Member 
kiel. 1 
8 1. Conſider, Churches duly conſtituted in the firſt place, 


may in time grow negligent of their Duty, and may be 
1 too indulgent in this particular; chat which hath been 
mu be, but this hath been, therefore it may. The Church 
. of Corinth let alone the inceſtuous Perſon, did not bring 

bim under dealing, till the Apoſtle rouſeth them up to 


their Duty, b giving them a ſnarp reproof, charging them 
. to put away 4 among them that wicked Perſon; yet tho 
. 


they had ſuch fair warning in this caſe, and had been 
ok brought to a ſenſe of their Evil, and had been humbled 
of under it, 2 Cor. 7. 8, 9, 10. they ſorrowed after a godly 
k rt; the effect of which was Carefulnef to pleaſe God, and 
, I Eatulneſsro offend ; yer it was not long after before hoy 

OR | fell 


make an end, he will either reform or unchurch them. 
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fell into the ſame Miſcarriage, and became guilty of th 
like Indulgence; 2 Cor. 12. 20, J fear, faith Paul, th 
when Icome among you 1 ll not find you ſuch as I would, ay 
that I ſhall be found of you ſuch as you would not; leſt they 
be Debates, Backvitings, Whiſperings, Swellings, Tumult. 
Emnyings, Wrath, Strife. Are not theſe Immoralities ? ] 
this be not clear enough, read the next verſe ; And . 
when I come again, my God will humble me among you, and 
that I ſhall bewail many who have ſinned already, and have n 
repented of their Unchdanneſs, and Fornication, and Laciu 
oujneſs, which they have committed. What a heap. of In: 
pieties are there here committed and indulged ? The ChurhM 
of Pergamus like wiſe had ſuch among them as held the De 
ctrine ot Baalam, and ot the Nicholaitans, ſuch as pete 
principled to Idolatry and Fornication, and that di en- 
deavour to principle others. Ts 

2. It's an evil for Churches to indulge Immoralities, 2 
it's a negle& of Duty and a breach ot Rule. If any man be 
4 Fornicator, or Covetous, or an Iaolater, or a Drunkard, or a 
Railer, with ſuch à one no not to eat: Put away therefutſ 
from among ya that wicked Perjon, and purge out the old Lt- 
ven, that you may be a new Lump, 1 Cor. 5. 

3. It Immoralities are indulg'd, God will have a Contro- 
verſy with ſuch Churches, ſooner or later. Thave ſome- 
what againſt thee (ſaith God). Ir was this finful Indul- 
gence that God had to charge them with, Rev. 2. 14 
Now if God does once commence his Action againſt a 
Church, he will go on with it; if he begin, he will alſo 


Rev. 2. $. Remember from whence thou art fallen, and repent, 
and do thy firſt Works; or elſe I will came unto thee quickly, 
and remove thy Candleſtick out of its place, unleſs thou repent, 
He calls upon every Church, againſt whom a Charge 1 
brought, to repent. And when the Lord goes thus far, 
I am apt to think he will go farther, he will got ſpare one 
Church more than another; therefore it's good for 
that bath an ear, to bear what the Spirit ſaith to the Churctes, 
4. Immoralicies indulged ina Church ſtrike at the Ef- 
ſence and Being of a Church, as the Eſſence is conſidered 


as the matter of a Church, The Matter of a 2 — 
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«cd already arc viſible Saints, ſuch as in the judgment 
e charity are inherently holy; but Immoralities indulged 
in ſoon deſtroy their vitible Sanctity. ha 
(i.) It ſtrikes at the Eſſence of à Church in reſpe& of 
Wic ſpreading and fowering nature thereof. Know you not, 
ich the Apoſtle, that 2 little Leven leveneth the whole 
amp There is no way to prevent its ſpreading, but b 
urging it out. Perſons are in danger to leven by evi 
amples, tho they are too backward in following rhat 
hich is good. ſeph being in Pharaoh's Court, had 
enn d to ae by the Life of Pharaoh. T/rael were ming- 
ed among the Heathen, and they learned their Works, 
Wl. 106. 35. | | 
1 They ſtrike at the Eſſence of a Church, in that the 
hurch becomes relatively guilty thereby of the ſame Im- 
oralities that are indulged by them. They can't commy- 
jicate with fuch as are known to be guilry of Immoralities, 
Nut they contract relative guilt thereby: Hag. 2. 11, 12, 
iz. Thus ſaith the Lord of Hoſts, As now the Prieſt concer- 
mg the Law, ſaying, If a man bear holy Fleſh in the skirt of 
bis Garment, and with his Skirt touch Bread, or Pottage, or 
Wine, or Oyl, fhall it be clean? And the Prieſt ſaid, no. 
er. 13. Then ſaid Haggai, Fa man be unclean by touching 4 
lead Body, and touch any of theſe, ſhall it be unclean ? And 
iure Prieſt anſwered and ſaid, it ſha be unclean. Ver. 14. 
en anſwered Haggai, and ſaid, So i this People, and ſo ws 
* his Nation, ſaith the Lord; and fo is every Work of their 
nd: and that which they offer it is unclean. In one kind 
Ir other the whole Nation were relatively guilty. Parallel 
vich this is the caſe of a Church where moral Evils are in- 


bl lulged. The Apoſtle exhorrs the Corinthians to flee from 
Be) Idelatry ; the argument with which he inforceth his Ex- 
- is Pornation was this, The Cup of bleſſing which we bleſs, is it na 


the Communion of the Blood of Chriſt ? and the Bread which 
we break, is it not the Communion of the Body of Chriſt ? for we 


Fro being many are one Bread and one Body, for we are all parta- 
hes, We” of that one Bread. Behold Iſrael after the fleſh ; Are 


ut they who eat of the Sacrifice pattakers of the Altar ? 
red r [ay I then, that the Idol is any thing, or that which is 
50 ered in ſecrifice it any thing? But this 7; uy, that the A 
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which the Gentiles ſacrifice, they ſacrifice to Devils, and juf 
10 God. And I would not that you ſhould have fellowſhip vit 
Devils, 1 Cor. 10. 14-—21, Thoſe that did join wit 
the Gentiles in their Idol Worſhip, were guilty of their 14 
larry : tho I do not think they defign'd to worſhip the | 
dol, yet they eating of the Sacrifice, were Partakers of thy 
Altar. And ſuch as did aſterwards join with them in the 
Supper, were relatively guilty; for they being many 
were one Bread, and one Body ; the firſt were unclean hy 
comnunicating with rhe Gentiles, and the ſeconds by com 
municating wich them : Tho they did not touch the dex 
Body themſelves, yet they were unclean by touching hin 
that did, Fe 
(3+) There is relative Guile contracted by the whole, 
not exerting that Power Chriſt hath put into their hand 
either to reclaim or purge out ſuch as are guilty. Thok 
Immoralities will become the evils of the whole, tho co 
mitted but by a Part, becauſe indulged by the whole 
this Leven will in this reſpect leven the whole Lump. 

Fourthly, Churches had need beware that they do no a: 
receive Children into the Church, nor own them to b 


Members in an infant State. | C 
1. Conſider there are many who I hope fear the Lo it 
that are perſwaded, and do highly plead for ir, that Cin 


dren are Church-members in an Infant State; this hath bee! 
a Bone of contention among the people of God a g 
while, tho thoſe that maintain it are not yet agreed on ti 
Verdict, nor who ſhall ſpeak for them. Some look on 4 
Children to be Church-members, whoſe Parents do ie 
bally own Jeſus Chriſt, tho they give no tokens of a wor 
of Grace on their hearts, but the contrary. Others il 
put by Baſtards : And a third ſort look on thoſe only tot 
Church · members, that are the Children of one or both Fi 
rents, who are in the Judgment of Charity true Believel 
A fourth Sort look on choſe only to be Church-member 
whoſe Parents one or both are Members of an inſtimte 
Church, chat they and their Children are Members 19% 
ther; and they are ſo declared by the Independents and © 
Preclyterians, in the late uniting that was amongſt che! 
Here are four Opinions, and bur one Truth, therei 
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bree of them are miſtaken ;' and I doubt not but the 
fourth is miſtaken alſo, and that this one Truth is not to 
de tound among theſe tour Opinions. 6h. 

2. Some are hardly come to a reſolution, whether they 
arc horn Members, or whether they are made ſo by Bap- 
tim. Sometimes they bleſs God when a Child is ſprinkled, 
that now there is another Member added to the Church 
and ſometimes they plead, that they are Church- members, 
and therefore have a right to Baptiſm. I ſhall not now- 
offer all chat may be ſaid againſt it, becauſe it might be a 
repetition of what hath been written already; and there- 
fore I reter the Reader to the third Chapter, and only men- 
tion the abſurdities that follow this Principle, to be ſeri- 
outly coniidered. = 551 

Iſt. Such as receive Children into an inſtituted Church, 
receive them ro Communion with themſelves, and yet do not 
alow chem Communion in any one Church-Ordinance pecu- 
lar to the Church; nor have they more Communion with 
them than they have wich thoſe that are without, ſuch | 
45 they themſelves do look on as no Members. I ſpeak of 

the ſtricteſt of them, ſuch as take in no more than the 

Children of ſuch as are Church members. As for Baptiſm, 
its not an Ordinance of an inſticured Church, nor is it ad- 
miniſtred as ſuch, that oughr to be adminiſtred antecedent 
te Church-memberſhip. The Jaylor and his Houſe were 
not Church-members (that is, not of an inſtituted Church) 
when they were baprized, nor yet the Eunuch, nor the 
three thouſand, As 2. 41. I can't but look on this as an 
Abſurdity, to receive them as Members, and not admit 
them to Communion with them in any Ordinance peculiar 
to che Church ; ſeeing we have no precedent under the 
Golpel· diſpenſation, of one Member that was ever debarred 
a Church-Ordinance, unleſs by his diſorderly walking he 
gave the Church occafion to debar him, which muſt in ſuch 
a caſe be done by a Church-cenſure : now here is no Cen- 
ſure, ro Communion. The whole Church, A&s 2. 42» 
continued inthe Apoſtles Doctrine and Fellowſhip, and break- 
ng of Bread, and Prayer. But what Fellowſhip hath any 
Church with theſe infant Members? or what Fellowſhip 
cathey have with them? I do not find one Member of the 
5 G | Church 
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Churchot Corinth debar d Communion with the whole inte 
Supper; 1 Cor. 10. 16, 19. The Cup of hleſſng which ws 
bleſs, is it not the Communion of the Blood of Chriſt? the Brea 
which we break, is it not the Communion of the Body of Chriſt? 
for we being many, are one Bread, and one Body, for we ar 
all partakers of this one Bread, How could the Apoſtk 
make good this, it all'their Children had been a part 
that one Body, and not one of them permitted to rake of 
that one Bread ? either their Children did: parrake of that 
one Bread, or ejfe they were no part of that one Body, 

A 2d Abſifdity is this; They are owned as Member 
of the Church, but never brought under dealing in theit 
Childhood, whatever miſcarriages they are guilty of; the 
are Church- members, but not brought under the Diſcs 
pline of the Church; not one rule of Piſcipline laid down 
in the Word, that ever is obſerved or put in practice with 
reſpect to Children. What Church- member ever concern d 
himſelf to go to them in private, and to tell them their 
Faults; and it they did not hear him, to take one or two 
with him; and it he did not hear them, to tell it unto the 
Church? Produce an Inſtance of one Church that ever ob- 
| ſerved chat Rule, with reſpect to theſe childiſh Members, 
Either they are no Members, cr elſe Churches are alrogether 
negligent of their Duty towards them. But grant they are 
no Members, yet Churches can't plead not guilty, while 
they own them to be ſuch, and yet not concern themſelves 
with any of their Miſcarriages; own them to be Members, 
and yet never deal with them as Members. = 

A 3d Abſurdity is this: They are never dealt with by 
the = when grown up to years of Diſcretion; tho 
never fo prophane, Swearers, Drunkards, unclean Perfons, 
they are never brought before the Church in order to be 
retormed or rejected, but remain Church · members to their 
dying day, if ever they were ſuch. What a deal of Immo 
rality is there then indulged in ſuch Churches ? It theſe be 
Church-members, there is not only a lirtle Leven in fuch 
Lumps, but a great deal; ir may be three Meaſures of le- 
ven to one Meaſure of Meal. | 8275 1 
A 4th Abfurdity is this: If Cod touch any of their 
Hearts with a Senſe of their Duty, fo as to defire "_ 


* 


of a viſible Church of Chriſt. 83 

nion with the Church in the Supper of the Lord, they re- 
ceive him after the ſame manner as they would the Child 
of an Alien, or the Child of a Pagan. They muſt make a 
Confeſſion of their Faith, give an Aceount of their Expe- 
riences, come under the ſame Engagements: but what 
need all this, or any of it, if they were Members of the 
fame Church from their Infancy ? He was never caſt out, 
why muſt he now be received ? WhatRule do you go by 
when you receive ſuch as were Members before ? Here is 
no Addition made to the Church by fuch as theſe. If you 
fy, they are now added by the Lord: then I would ask, 
by whom ? the ſame Perſons were added in their Infancy. 
The Lord adds none to the Church that were Members of 
the fame Church before. Where do you ever read of a 
Perſon twice added to the Church, that was added before, 
and then added again, having not been caſt out? I do not 
offer theſe Abſurdities to ſhame thoſe whoſe Principle and 
practice it is, but to warn thoſe who are at preſent free 
both in Principle and Practice, to be careful for the future 
that they remain free. 

Fifthly, Churches had need be careful they do not affect a 
Levillative Power, a Power of making Laws to govern by. 
There is the Principle of chat old Corruption in us, that 
firſt began to work Miſchief in the World. Men would be 
a Gods, rather govern than be governed. 

1. Conſider, there area great many that profeſs them- 
ſelyes the Churches of Chriſt, that have too much affected 
this Legiſlative Power; ſome have graſp'd it into their 
Hands, as appears by thoſe volumes of Canon Laws that 
are extent, the Breach of which, if not each of them, expo - 
ſes their Members to Excommunication. Others have ſtri- 
ven after it, but through Mercy can't yet attain it. 

2. To affect a Legiſlative Power, is to affect an Uſurpati- 
on, 1 may ſay in reſpett of the Government of the Church 
in Eocleſiaſtical Affairs. The Lord is our Fudg, the Lord #s 
or Lawgrver, the Lord is our King, and he will ſave uu. In 
Civil things I grant the Magiſtrate hath a legiſlative Power, 
and Churches as well as others are bound to obey them, and 
that for Conſcience ſake ; but in matters of Religion Con- 
ſeience is immediately under the Kingly Office of mm 
; G 2 WHO 
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who is King of Kings, and Lord of Lords. 


3- There is no need for Churches to make Laws : Ch riſt 


hath made enow to their hand; there is no Caſe tha 


can fall out, but there is ſome Rule or other reacheth, 


that Cate, ſome Law or other is ſuted to it; there is a 
Rule to deal with Hereticks, and a Rule to deal with immo- 
ral Perſons, and alſo to deal with ſuch as are idle and buf 
bodies, that would eat the Bread of others for nought : the 
Church may withdraw from ſome, and they may reje& o- 
thers, ſo that Churches may very well content themſelves 
with an Executive Power, and not endeavour to be Legilla- 
tors. Chriſt hath made better Laws already than ever 
Churches did or can make. Its true, Chriſt hath not made 
Laws to impriſon the Body, nor yet to force Members to 
compound for their Offences tor a Sum of Money; there 
are no Fees to be had by the Laws of Chriſt : but be it fo, 
_ this ſhews it was never the mind of Chriſt that Church- 
members ſnhould be under, or that Churches ſhould govern 

by ſuch penal Laws. e 
4. If Churches make Laws to govern by, either they 
will be inſigniñcant, or too fignificant; either they mult 
have a Penalty annexed to them, or not. If nor, chen 
they are toothleſs Laws, then no body will regard them; 
the Conſcience they can't bind, being merely humane. 
So that they will he altogether inſignificant. And if there 
be a Penalty annexed, then they will ſignify too much; 
they will be as a Net woven to catch ſuch as are conſcienti- 
ous, who can't ſubmit to any tuch legiſlative Authority, 
without letting fall their Teſtimony to the Kingly Authv- 
rity of Chriſt. | | 
Object. But ſome may ſay, That there were Decrees mad? 
by the Apoſtles and Elders at the Council held at Jeruſalem, 
Acts 15. which Decrees were ſubmitted to and received by tie 
Churches, tho no Penalty was annexed to them; Why then 

may not the Church make Decrees to be ſubmitted to now * 
I anſwer, (1.) there was nothing poſitive enjoined by rhoſe 


Decrees, bur tome neceſſary things to be abſtained from, 
for the ſake of others; which Abſtinence was but pro em- 


pare : for Moſes in old time in every City hath them = 
. preach him, being read in the Synagogues every * 
J 
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40, Acts 15. 21. This is rendred as the reaſon of it, which 


reaſon was over when the Chriſtians were ſeparated from 
their Synagogical Worſhip, Ads 19. 9. 5 25 

(2.) We find ſome of thoſe things which were not mo- 
rally evil afterwards allowed, 1 Cor. 8. 4, 8. Chap. 10. 

(z.) Theſe Decrees were made by the Apoſtles and 
Elders, which Apoſiles were immediately inſpired. They 
could fay, It ſeemeth good to the Holy G hoſt and to Us, This 
is no precedent for the Churches now to act by. It would 
be great Preſumption now for a Church to make Decrees, 
and to fay, It ſeemeth good to the Holy Ghoſt and to Us. 

(q.) When ſuch Laws are made that Chriſt never made, 
without doubt they will be proſecuted more ſtrictly than 
the Laws of Chriſt will be. For Churches would nor 
affect a Legiſlative Power, if they did not affect an Intereſt 
of their own. Did they deſign to promote the Intereſt of 
Chriſt, the Execution of his Laws would be the beſt Expe- 
dient to effect it; but they deſigning to promote their 
own Intereſt, the execution of their own Laws, ſured by 
their Penalties to anſwer that end, are the beſt Expedient 
to effect it. 
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En r I: 


Containing ſome things by way of Caution to par- 
ticular Members of the Church or Churches. 


F IRST, each particular Member or Members had need 
beware they do not grow negligent in keeping their 
Place in the Church. Bur here, that I be not miſtaken, I 
do not call every abſence a negligence ; Perſons may be 
Providentially debar'd either by Sicknets or Weaknef:, 
the Infirmities of old Age, or many other ways, that yer 
would gladly be in their place, could they attain it. I 
would here offer a few things to be conſidered. 


_ 8 1. There 


86 The Inſtitution and Government 
1. There is too much negligence in many: this is en 
dent by common Experience; Meetings would not be wi" 
thin as they are, if all were ſo diligent as ſome are. This 
may be ſpoken «with grief; it's too evident that ſuch o 
ions as would not block up the way to outward 20 
vantage, do ſometimes block up the way to a Chur 
meeting. This is to me a great argument of neglipen 
and ſlothfulneſs, and that there is an abatement of the 
Nindneſs of their Youth, and the Love of their Ejpouſals 
ſome decay in their Zeal for God, and for his Worſhip. MW 
2. Such as neglet their Places in the Church, are gui 
of the breach of Promiſe, and that of the moſt ſo 
Promiſe that ordinarily can be made; the Promiſe whic 
'they made in the face of the Congregation, when they 
firſt fare down in Communion, to which the Lord himſe 
is a Wirnefs. Perſons at their firſt imbodying do ſolemn: 
'ly engage to attend the Worſhip of God in his Church 
as God by his Providence ſhall give them opportunity, 
Who can abſolve himſelf of his Promiſe, or plead nil © 
Lilty, it negligence be the cauſe of his abſence? Wil 
not the Lord take notice of this? I remember thee, tie of 
kindneſs of thy Youth, the Love of thine Eſpouſals ; in th n 
day thou followedſt me in the Wilderneſs, Iſrael was Holint(s ly 
To rte Lord, Jer. 2. 2, 3, And he doth alſo obferve hon 
negligent they were grown, and expoſtulates the caſe witi 
them, as you may ſee in the following part of the Chap 
ter. | | 
3. The more perſons neglect their Places, the more they * 
may ; I do not mean by allowance from the Word, but 
with growing more hard than they were at firſt, It's much 7 
but Conſcience will check em for the firſt neglect; but if it 
be not hearkened to, it will in time grow weary of ſmiting, 
and by degrees grow dead to the diſcharge of its Office, 4 
' Perſons grow dead to the diſcharge of their Duty. Ti 
way to keep Conſcience keen and lively, is to hearken to 
it when it ſpeaks. Let obſerve, when Conſcience gives off 
ſpeaking, it will not be altogether idle. Conſcience wil 
keep a Regiſter of your negligence, and will have 4 tine 
to ſpeak again; it will lay your Miſcarriages before Jo, 
ie may be as far down as the Sins of your Youth: = 


ch as would not hearken to the Checks of Conſcience, 
iy poſſibly come to feel the ſmart of a wounded Con- 
ence, and find it a Burden too heavy for them to bear. 
The Spirit of a man will ſuſtain his Infirmities, but a wonuded 
Shirit who can bear? Prov. . | eds 

. Perſons do greatly prejudice themſelves by the neglect 
pf their place. | | 

(i.) They ſlip and loſe an opportunity for Communion 
with God, the enjoyment of whom 1s the higheſt enjoy- 
ent: The Lord dwells in Sion; he walketh in the miaſt of 
the golden Candleſticks; there the Lord is to be ſeen, there 
his Beauty is to be beheld: Pſal. 27. 4. That made Pavid 
ſo deſirous to awel in the Houſe of the Lord all the days of 
his Life, to behold the Beauty of the Lord, and to enquire in 
his Temple. He could not have ſuch a fight of God as 
inthe Sanctuary; and this ſets his Soul a longing, P/al. 63. 
2. that he might ſee him, as he had ſeen him in the Sanctuary. 
Did not the Spouſe ſlip an opportunity for Communian 
with her Beloved, when he ſtood calling with the moſt pa- 
thetical Expreſſions, fill his Locks were wet with the Dew 
F the Night? and ſhe excuſes her ſelf upon the account of 
her drowſineſs and ſlothſulneſs, not riſing up to open to 
him, till her Beloved had withdrawn himſelf, and was 
gone. God hath promiſed to meet his People in the ways 
of his own Appointment : Iſa. 64. 5. Thou meeteſt him that 
reniceth and worketh Righteouſneſs, that remembereth thee in 
thy Ways, O God, Such a meeting is both profitable and 
pleaſant. (1.) It's profitable; if God meet you, he will 
bleſs you: Wherever J record my Name, there will T meet 
you, and there will I bleſs you, Exod. 20. 24. (2. ) It's plea- 
lant ; I ſat ander his Shadow with great delight, and his 
Fruit was ſweet unto my taſte, Cant. 2. 3. 3 
(2.) It's prejudicial, in that the means neglected is the 
Food of the Soul. Let a perſon neglett his bodily Food, 
and he will ſoon grow lean ; ſuch negle their Food, their 
{piritual Food. There is the ſincere Milk of rhe Word, 
by which a Soul may grow: There is Food for every 
Faculty of the Soul, and every Grace of the Spirit to feed 
upon, Thy words were found, and I did eat them; and they 
Were unto me the joy and rejoicing of my heart, Jer. 15. 16. 
h "4 How 
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How many words are dropt that might have been of adyan- 
rage for quickening and for comfort, that you loſe the bene. 
fir of, by your abſence ? It was not a little damage th 
Thomas ſuſtained by being abſent from that Evening) 
Meeting, when Chriſt came in the midſt of them, ani 
Jaid, Peace be unto vo, The Ten had all their Doubts re. 
moved as to the Reſurrection of Chriſt, their Faith raiſe 
up to believe it, and their Souls comforted in it; but 
Thomas was not with them. And now he could not receive 
the Report at ſecond hand, tho there were ten Witneſſes 
to atteſt the truth of it; he ſeems now to be as much con. 
fir med in his Incredulity, as the others in their Faith. 


5. It is a bad ſign that ſuch as are negligent in their 


places, have but a little enjoyment of God (at leaſt ſen- 
| ible enjoyment of him) when they are in them. They 

would ſurely be more deſirous of the ſincere Milk of the 
Word, had they any conſiderable taſte of the Goodneſs 
15 853 Had they much ſenſible enjoyment of God in 
his Ordinances, it would keep up Life and Power in the 
things of God; this would ſer their Souls a longing after 
the means, that ſo they might enjoy more of God; 
Pſal. 63.1, 2. My Soul thirſteth for God, yea longeth that | 

might ſee thy Power and thy Glory, as I have ſeen thee in tit 
Sanctuary). The more we ſee of God, the more do ve 
long after him. It was long before the Spouſe roſe up to opel 
her Beloved ; yer when ſhe came to the door, and her hand: 

dropt with Myrrh, and her Fingers with ſweer-ſimelln; 
Myrrh upon the Handles of the Lock, then ſhe longs ate! 
him; but her Beloved had withdrawn himſelf, and ys 

one. When he put in his hand by the Hole of the Doo, 
her Bowels were moved for him, and then ſhe roſe up v 
open to him; and having a Scent of the ſweet-ſimelling 
Myrrh that he had conveyed in by the Hole of the Door, 
- ſhe could not be at reſt till ſhe had the enjoyment of hm; 
She ſought him, but ſhe found him not; ſhe called him, but it 
gave her no anſwer. At length ſhe breaks out and diſcovers 
her great Affettion by the ardency of, her deſire : Ichagt 
vou, O ze Daughters of Jeruſalem, if ye ſee my Below, that 
ye tell him that I am ſich of Love. Some ſenſible Taſtes of 
the Gcodneſs of God ſet the Soul a: lon2ing after God, 
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You fee how David breaths after him; Pſal. 42. 1, 2. As 
the Heart panteth after the Water-Brooks, ſo longeth my Soul 
after thee O Cod. When ſpall I come and appear before God? 
And he renders this as the reaſon, Ver. 4. For I had gone 
with the Multitude, I went with them to the Houſe of the Lord, 
with the Multitude of them that kept Holy-day : He went 
with them, with the Voice of Joy and Praiſe; and the 
remembrance of theſe things made him to pour out his Soul 
within him. Ts | 
6. Conſider, negligence of your Place is that which 
ſirikes at the Eflence of a Church, the Eflence being con- 
fidered as the Form thereof. The Church is a ſpiritual 
Houſe. Now a Houſe conſiſts of Matter and Form, and it 
receives the denomination of a Houſe from its Form. 
Take the Materials aſunder, and it's no Houſe : If every 
Member ſhould neglect their Place as ſome do, the Houſe 
would ſoon be demoliſhed. | 
7. Negligence of your Place hath in it a negle& of the 
end of Church-· conſtitution: The end of a Church-ſtate 


is, that God may be worſhipped by an incorporated Body, 
in a peculiar way from what he is worſhipped by others: 
i Pet. 2. 5. Te alſo as lively Stones are built up a ſpiritual 
Houſe, to offer up ſpiritual Sacrifices acceptable unto God by 
Jeſus Chriſt, The end of Church-communion Perſons 
ſhould have in their eye when they give up themſelves each 
to other; and this ſhould ſtill be minded by them, as long 
as they ſtand in a Church-ſtare, that they might bring thoſe 
Offerings that God calls for, come into his Courts and wor- 
ſhip the Lord in the beauty of Holineſs, and give unto the Lord 
the Glory due unto his Name. If Members neglect their Pla- 
ces in the Church, they keep back from God his due: 
In this reſpect there are a great many indebted to God. 

But here it may be enquired, What is to be done in caſe 
Members are negligent in this matter? 

I anfiver, (i.) They ſhould be privarely admoniſhed by 
their Brethren, they ſhould enquire into the reaſon of 
their abſence, and exhort them to their Duty, that Negli- 
gence become not habirual unto them: Heb. 3. 13. But 
erhort one another daily, leſt any of you be hardened through 
lle deceitfulneſs of Sin. Sin is of a deceitful nature, and 

os 
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it may cheat men 4 22mg to. the mdulging-themſdye; 
in the negleſt of their Duty. This is one Remedy thy 
God hach provided; Heb. 10. 15. Not forſaking the aſſn. 
bling of your ſelves together, as the manner of ſome is, nM; 
ex hort ing one another, &c. It each Member would obſer Wl |; 
who were wanting, and would, as they live near, enquie I this 
into the cauſe of their Abſence, and admoniſn them toe 
their Duty where Negligence appear d, we might expect a N pu 
Bleſſing upon it, becauſe it's a way of God's own appoint- M - 
ing; 'burthoſe private Exhortations are too much wanting. N the 
(2) If chis will not take, the Church muſt deal with N not 
them; and if the caſe be apparent Negligence, and the Non. 
Perſon remain obſtinate, and will not hear the Church, N.th. 
aeknowledg his Evil, and endeavour Reformation, the laſt I to 
Remedy is to reject. | 55 WI 
Now / there are three things on which the Church may to 
proceed. . 
1. Their breach of Promiſe, which was ſolemnly made Ml 
when they firſt entred into Communion. It's. He that ſpeal- Wl i 
erb the truth from his Heart, that ſhall abide. in this holy Hill, N e- 
Fſal. 15. 1. If men will not be perſwaded to keep their N a 
"Promiſes, when it is in their power ſo to do, can they be 


n 
(ſuppoſed to ſpeak the truth from their hearts when they Nb 
firſt made them? 

2. Neglect of Duty unto God. That negative Precept, 
Heb, 10. implies a poſitive Duty; Not forſaking the aſem- ! 
bling of your elves together, as the manner of ſome is, but 
erhorting one another, c. What ſhould they exhort each 
other to, but to afſemble and meet together to worſhip God, 
to keep their Places in the Church? It's their Duty to bring 
an Offering, to come into his Courts, to worſhip the Lord 
in the Beauties of Holineſs. All the Worſhip that God 
bath appointed to be performed in an inſtituted Church, 
Js 4 Glory due to his Name; and ſuch as live in the neg- 
ett of it, do keep back that from God which is his due. 

3. Obſtinacy, in that they do not, nor will not hear the 
Chureh when all due means have been made uſe of to fe- 

claim them. If he neglect to hear the Church, let him be to 
thee as a Heathen man, or a Publican. 


Secondly, 
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of a viſible Church of Chriſt, 91 
ez Secondly, Members had need beware that they be not 
that negligent of their Duty of private Admonitions in caſe ot 
. private Offences, known only to one or to a few, not yet 
ade publick. 1 | 
1. Conſider, there is too great a negle( of this Duty; 
this is evident by experience, and there is no other way 
to evidence it by. It's rare for Members to diſeharge this 
Duty as it ought to be. 
2. There is a double Evil that doth commonly follow 
the neglect thereof. 070 The Miſcarriage obſerved doth 
not die in the Breaſt of him that obſerved it, there is vent 
one way or other: Tho he tells it not to him that hath given 
the Offence, ro whom he is bound in Duty and Conſcience 
to declare it; it's much but it ſhall be told to others, from 
whom he ouglit to conceal it, and fo tis handed from one 
to another, till it may be it takes air in the World: This 
is a declaring it to the reproach of thy Brother, when wit 
ſhould have been told to him for his recovery. I can't bur 
think they were ſuch as theſe that the Apoſtle ealls H hiſper- 
ers, Bachbiters, ſuch as will whiſper in the ear of one and 
another: and it's true, ſay they, but I would not have 
my Name brought in queſtion by any means. What is this 
but backbiting as well as whiſpering ? when a perſon can 
bring his Brother's Name in queſtion to his diſgrace, but is 
tender of his own, that nothing may reflect on himſelf. 
But here ſome may ask, what may be a proper Remedy or 
Cure of this Diſtemper? I anſwer, In caſe one Member 
ſnould make it known to another, that hath not dealt with 
his Brother in private, that Member ſhould deal immedi- 
| ately by the ſame rule with him, lay his Fault open before 
him, ſhew him wherein he lies ſhort of his Duty to his 
Brother, in not dealing with him in private, and hkewiſe 
his evil in ſcandalizing his Brother, by diſcovering it to 
his reproach; and unleſs he acknowledg his evil in vrhiſ- 
pering and backbiting, and go and deal with his Brother 
according to rule, he is to take one or wo more with him; 
and if he neglect to hear them, he ſhould tell it umo the 
Church. And if this Courſe were conſtantly taken, 1 
doubt not but there would ſoon be an end of whiſpering | 
and backbiting, (2.) Another-Evil that commonly . — 
| | , h | e 9 


92 The Inſtitution and Government 
the neglect of this Duty is this, It ſhall it may be lie in ti wou| 
Breaſt of him that obſer ved it, as Fire under the Aſhe pro! 
till there be occaſion to open it again by ſome new diiou w. 
ference that may arite, and then it hall be blown up into J Tir 


Flame, and the Sparks thereof ſhall fly out to the reproadiff 1 a 
of thy Brother; this is unbecoming a Church-member, Miſt « 
3. Conſider, your Brother is injured hereby; poſſibyMWreats 


he may be hardned in his Evil, ſeeing it will paſs without 
a Reproot; whereas it thou hadſt dealt with him accor 
ding to Rule, he might have been won thereby to a Senſe of 
his Evil, and made more careful tor the future. If be 
hear thee, thou haſt gained thy Brother; and this would be 
Advantage to both. He that converteth a Sinner from the 
Error of his ways, (hall ſave a Soul from Death, and cover a 
Multitude of Sins, James 5. 20. He that is here called 1 
Sinner, is called a Brother in the preceding Verſe; Brethren, Was c 
if any of you ao err from Fhe Truth, and one convert bim: Non 
which reſpects not the firſt Work of Converiion, but he ſelt 
Recovery from a Relapſe, ſuch a Converſion as Chriſt cx; 
ſpeaks of to Peter, Luke 22. $2. When thou art converted Wat 
firengthen thy Brethren, Such a Converſion will hide all 
multitude of Sins, as it puts a ſtop to Sin, and prevents the I hi 
breaking out of Sin for the future; this will be good Ser- W ſig 
vice done for God, and for your Brother alto, and you you 
delves ſhall not loſe your Reward. - 

4. Conſider it's a Sign of little Love to thy Brother, if | 
this Duty be neglected: Thou ſhalt not hate thy Brother in 
#hy Heart, thou ſhalt in any wiſe reprove him, and not ſufjer ) 
Sin upon him, Lev. 19. 17. It's a greater Sign of Hatred 
than of Love, where Perſons can ſufter their Erethren to 
go untold of their Miſcarriages. Pages | 

5. The Neglect of this Duty is a Breach of as plain and 
poſitive a Command, as any laid down in the Word; Mat. 
18. If thy Brother treſpaſs againſt thee, tell him his Fault 
between thee and him alone; if he hear thee, thou haſt gained 
thy Brother; but if he will not hear thee, take with thee one 0 
two more; and if he negle& to hear them, tell it to the Church. 
You have not done your Duty in caſe of Obſtinacy, W 
you have gone theſe three Steps. I am much perſivaded 1 
this Rule V as carefully obſerved, and wiſely put in ty 
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would be one of the beſt Expedients that can be propoſed 
promote a flouriſning State of the Church. But here 
ou will ask, how this Duty is to be performed with reſpect 
oo Time, and Ylace, and Manner? 
] anſwer; As to Time, there muſt be no Delay: the 
iſ Opportunity to remove Sin muſt be taken, it's of 
greater concern than things of another nature. Thou ſhalt. 
it hate thy Brother in thy Heart, thou ſhalt in ary wiſe re- 
me him, and ſhalt not ſuffer Sin upon him. | 
As to Place, it muſt be private: Tell him his Fault be- 
ween him and thee alone, no body in the World thould hear 
Mi; and if thy Brother be gained, che Matter of fact ſhould 
die in thy own Breaſt, it ſhould never be publiſhed to o- 
thers, for that may tend to the reproach of thy Brother 
whoſe Credit and Reputation thou art bound to preſerve 
en, Was carefully as thy own. It may alſo make fome Alienati- 
n: Non in Affection, and fo in time prove prejudicial to thy 
ſelf and thy Brother too; thou wilt by publiſhing of it 
expoſe thy ſelf to be dealt withal; for one end of this pri- 
vate dealing is the concealing of the Miſcarriage. It may 
alſo prove a great Provocation to thy Brother, and cauſe 
him to ſuſpe& thy Love to him, that thou didſt not de- 
ſign his good as thou pretendeſt. | 
And as to the Manner of this Reproof, 

(i.) It muſt be done authoritatively, in the Name of 
ir Jeſus Chriſt ; you have Commiſſion from Chriſt ſo to do. 
in He commands you to do it, and he will own you in it, it's 
jer I your Lord's Meſſage that he ſends you in. 
ed (2.) It muſt be done tenderly and meekly, with the 
to greateſt Manifeſtation of Love that poſſibly may be, that 


thy Brother may ſee thou deſigneſt his good: Gal. 6. 1. 


nd Brethren, if a man be overtaken with a Fault, ye who are 
at, W /piritual, reſtore ſuch a one with the Spirit of Meekneſs, 
ut conſidering leſt thou thy ſelf alſo be tempted. 

ed Thirdly, Members had need beware of a haſty, heady 
o I} Separation from a Church duly conſtituted, either by a 
h. I partial withdrawing of their Communion, or a total depar- 
ll WF ture and quitting their place in the Church. 
if 1. Conſider there is too much of this haſty heady Sepa- 
© I lauen; Churches have Experience of it: there are two 


Caſes 
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Caſes wherein it Perſons do withdrawe; I cannot but look o 


iras haſty and heady. (1.) When Pexſons take offence x 
one another, tho poſſibly there was none juſtly given 
(but whether ir were or not, it's much the ſame) ant 
preſently withdraw their Communion with the Church, be 
tore any means are uſed in order to obtain Satisfaction 
the bringing his Brother to the ſenſe of the Evil, or the 
Church being made acquainted with it, that ſo the Matte 
may be enquired into. It may be he comes to his Place 
again when his Stomach is a little down, without ſeeking 
or receiving Satisfaction. This I call a haſty heady Sepa 
retion ; here is Guilt contracted at one hand or other 
but none acknowledged. And Perſons do by taking thei 
Face again, u ichout ſeeking Satisfaction, condemn them 
ſelves, as guilty of acting irregularly in their withdrawing, 
If there were juſt Cauſe given, there ſhould be a ſenſibl 
Acknowledgment of it, before a Perſon can regularly hold 
Communion with them that gave it. If nor, he that dc 
trregularly withdraw, ſhould ſenſibly acknowledg the Irre- 
gularity of his Wirhdrawing, before he take his Place again 
in the Congregation. Churches ſhould look imo rheſ 
things, and deal with Members for ſuch Irregularities. (2) 
When Perſons have eſpouſed a Notion in Religion which is 
dubious, and they themſelves can't clear it, nor anſwer 
all Objections brought againſt it, nor reſolve thoſe Doubts 
tliat may be offered in the caſe ; preſently, becauſe the 
Church can't comply, there is a Separation made, This 
I account heady and haſty, there being no Rule I can find 
that warrants it. 7 
2. Conſider, it's an evil to ſeparate from a Church tha 
is rightly conſtituted, unleſs there be ſuch grounds of Sefa: 
ration given, as a Perſon can't hold his Communion, but he 
muſt contract relative Guilt ; otherwiſe his Separation wil 
be a Schiſm in the Body. It is not a light thing to make 
4 Rent in the Church, woful Experience hath taught us 
this Leflon. | 5 
3. The withdrawing or ſeparating of ſome Members, 
may endanger the unchurching of thoſe that are left be 
hind. I may allude here to the Paſſage of Paul, Ah 27. 
31. Except theſe Men abide in the Ship, you cannot” bs 125 


4 


of a uiſible Church of Chriſt. 95 
They were the Mariners chat had Skill in guiding: and ſteer- 
ins che Ship. There are ſome Members that have more 
Skill in ordering and governing in the Church than others 
have, that are more capable of reforming, what is amiſs; 
if they ſhould haſtily ſeparare, there is Danger what may 
become of thoſe left behind. TORR | 
. All Separation antecedent to the utmoſt Endeavour of 
Reformation is irregular; there is a Charge brought againſt 
ſeveral Churches in Scripture, for Corruptions that were 
found among them, and ſtill a Reformation is called for: 
but I do not find one Inſtance where a'Separation is call d for. 
In the firſt place, that which God calls for is Repentance, 
in #hich there is a Reformation: if Churches be levened, 
cre muſt be taken to purge it out, If there be a wicked 
Perſon diſcovered; in the Church, the Charge is, Put away 
n among you that wicked Perſon. cans 
obe. The Lord calls for a Separation: 2 Cor. 7, 
Whereſore come out from among them, and be ye ſeparate, and 
nuch not the unclean thing, &c. „„ 
un lanſwer, This was not a Separation from a Church duly 
lf conſtituted, but from Idolaters, ſuch as did ſacrifice to Devils, 
x) and not to God. Some of the Church of Corinth were too 
guilty of joining with the Gentiles in their Temple-worſhip, 
and they are called upon to come out, and to be ſeparate. 
0bje#, 2. Bur ſome may ſay, 1s there no Caſe then 
wherein Perſons may ſeparate from a Peopte that were once 
duly conſtituted a Church? | OW 
lanſwer, there is, When they cannot longer abide a- 
mong-them, but they muſt contract relative Guilt, or live 
ina conſtant and continual omiſſion of their known Duty, 
and be utcerly debar'd the Privileges of a Member. 
(i.) Then if moral Evils be indulged in the Church, fo 
that a Church will by no means be prevailed wich to bring 
the Guilty under dealing in order to reform them or remove 
them; a Perſon having diſcharged his Duty, and done 
what in him lies to promote a Reformation, if it can't be 
rs, Anined, it's lawful ro ſeparate, and a Duty alſo, 1 Cor. 
el 51. Vith ſuch à one no not to eat; that is a Perſon guilty 
J. Not Immoratites, a Fornicator, a Covetous one, an Idolater, 
d. Drunkard, a Railer: the Charge is here laid upon the 
e | whole 
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whole Congregation, and it reacheth every individual, tho 


each individual can't perform every poſitive Duty that is 
enjoined, becauſe ſome Duties can't be performed in the 


Church, bur by the Church collectively conſidered; but 


ſuch negative Duties as theſe may, and muſt be obſerved by 
each individual Member. If ſuch then are known to be 
in the Church, and the Church will keep them in, what. 
ever Complaint may be made againſt it, the whole Lump 
that maintains the Communion of ſuch perſons, is levened. 
And a Perſon can't hold Communion with ſuch a Church, 
but he maſt contract relative Guilt: he hath no way to keep 
himſelf pure, bur to withdraw from her ; he muſt not 
touch the unclean thing, which he cannot avoid, if he con- 
tinue his Communion with ſuch as are morally unclean. 
(2.) If Hereſy be indulged in the Church, it is the 
fame thing; this alſo is Leven, tho of a differing nature 
from the former. It's that which the Church ought to 
purge out; Titus 1. 10. He that is a Heretich, after the 
firſt and ſecond admonition, reject. But if the Church will 
indulge them, and ſtill hold Communion with them, it's 
time for a Perſon to ſeparate from ſuch a Church. The 
Apoſtle tells you, their words will eat as a Canker (or as1 
Gangrene, Margin) 2 Tim. 2.179, We know what danger 
the Body is in if once it begins to gangrene in a part. H- 
meneus and Philetus were ſome of theſe Hereticks, that 
held that the Reſurrection was paſt; and their Words did 
eat as a Canker, to the overthrowing of the Faith of ſome. 
3.) If the Form of a Church be deſtroyed, Meetings 
laid down when there is a Liberty to keep them up; the 
Elder die, and no care taken to chuſe another; Ordinances 
not adminiſtred; the Laws of Chriſt not put in Execution; 
no looking after the Members, nor calling them to an Ac- 
count in any caſe; and all means have been uſed by ſome 
to ſtir them up to their Duty, and they have waited til 
there be no grounds of hope remaining: If others will 
ſtarve, muſt they ſtarve too? Wherefore ſhould a Perſon 
ſtill abide with thoſe that call themſelves a Church, when 
there is not the Face of a Church to be ſeen among them, 
and the end of Church-communion can't poſſibly be al- 


ſwered for the preſent, nor is like ro be for the _ 
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of a wiſable Church of Chriſt, 97 
that is, that God may be worſhiped according to his owl 
Appointment, by an incorporated Body ? Bur ſtill remem- 
ber, whatever the Caſe 1s, all due means muſt be uſed for 
a Reformation, before there ſhould be a Thought of Sepa- 
ration. See what you can do towards the faving of the 
Ship, before you think of leaping out to ſave your elves. 
A Separation is the laſt Remedy, and not to be uſed till all 
other means do fail. 5 5 

Fourthly, Members had need to beware, that tlieir Love 
do not decay and abate towards God, nor one towards a- 
nother. ä 

1. Conſider, Love in Church: members may be abated : 
there was a Charge againſt the Church of Epheſus, that ſhe 
had left her firſt Love, Rev. 2. Poſſibly it was her Love to 
God that was left, which is the Love principally here in- 
tended ; but be it fo, if Love ro God be abated, I doubt 
not but there will be Abatement of Love one to the other 
allo. Experience doth witneſs the decay and waxing 
cold of Love one to another; the Want of the Effects of 
Love does ſometimes declare it, when there is but little 
bearing with and forbearing one another. . 

2, It there be a decay of Love, it's much bur there will be 
a decay of Duty too, toward the Object or Objects of that 
decayed Love. The Lord charges the Church of Epheſus, 
who had left her firſt Love, To remember from whence ſhe 
had fallen, and repent, and do her firſt Works. Love is a 
Spring of motion to the Soul; If the Spring be weak, the 
Motion will be weak: Ir dork in part conſiſt in a Propen- 


lity to be ſerviceable to the Object beloved: little Love, 
little Service. | 


3. Conſider, it's an Evil, as its a Neglect of Duty to 


God: fer Duties are oftner inculcated on Chriſtians than 
this of Love. See that you love one another, with a pure 
Heart fervently. Love as Brethren, Let brotherly Love continue. 
Walk in Love, as Chriſt alſo loved us. There was no Decay in 
Chriſt's Love. Having loved his own that were in the World, 
be loved them to the end, His Love was great, he lov'd us 
and laid down his Life tor us, and we ought to lay down our 
Lives for the Brethren. NO: 


here are excellent Properties in Love; It will bear and 


H forbear, 
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forbear, Eph. 4. 2. It ſuffereth long and is kind, it emvieth 


not, it vaunteth not it ſelf, is not puffed up, ſeeketh not its 


own, is not eaſily provoked, thinketh no Evil, rejoiceth not in 


Iniquity, but rejoiceth in the Truth; it beareth all things, 
believeth all things, hopeth all things, endureth all things; 
and beſides all this, it covers a Multitude of Sins: It will 
readily apply a l laiſter, where there is a wound. And 
is it not great pity that there ſhould be any Decay of Love, 
ſeeing there are ſuch excellent Properties therein, and 
eſpecially being ſo often preſt by the great God to keep ir 
up, and to maintain it? We have a new Command for it 
and an old Command; it's a Duty that was enjoined from 
the Beginning, the Love of Chriſt is held forth as the hat- 

tern of it; we are bid to love, as Chriſt loved us. And it's 
alſo held forth as the reaſon of it; F God ſp loved in, we 


ought alſo to love one another. 


4. The Decay of Love in Members towards God and 


one another, is the fearful Fore- runner of the Downfal 
of a Church, Rev. 2. This was that the Church of Epheſus 
was charged with, Thou haſt left thy firſt Love: Then fol- 
lows an Exhortation to repent, and to do her firſt Works, 
This Exhortation is back'd with an aſtoniſhing Argument, 
Or elſe I will come unto thee quickly; and remove thy Candle- 
Rick out of its Place, except thou repent. God threatens to 
unchurch them, and that quickly. This I call an aſto- 
niſhing Motive: I look on it to be a heavy Stroke upon 2 
People, when God unchurcheth them: the Lord doth in 
ſome reſpett remove his Preſence from a People when he 
removes the Candleſtick ; he pulls down the Houſe that he 
was ſaid to dwell in; the Glory of the Lord removes: 
and may we not ſay, Wo be unto us if God depart from 
us? Go fo Shilo, faith God, Fer. 9. 12. the Place where I et 
my Nam? at the irſt, and ſee what I did to them. And it 
were meet for us to go to Shilo alſo, and take a view how 
God dealt with them. Some account you have, Pfal. 78. 
60. He forſook the Tabernacle of Shilo, the Tent which le 
had pitched among Men, and gave his Strength into Captivity, 
and his Glory into the Enemy*'s Hands; he gave his People 
_ alſo over unto the Sword, and was wroth with his Inheritance. 


When the Lord bids them go to Silo, and ſee what 2 


they 
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did to them, Jer. 7. he threatens them at the ſame time 
that he would do to them as he had done to Shlo. 
-The Manner of God's unchurching a People is very terrible 
to conſider ; ſome brief Account we have of it, Iſa. 5. 6. 
And now go to, Iwill tell you what I will do to my Vine- 
yard: I will take away the Hedg, and it ſhall be eaten p; 
and break down the Wall thereof, and it ſhall be trodden down; 
and I will lay it waſt: it ſhall not be pruned, nor digged, but 
there (hall come up Briers and Thorns. I will alſo command 
the Clouds that they rain no Rain upon if, This was the Man- 


ner of God's unchurching his People of old, Love among = 


the Members of a Church, is ſomewhat like the Bracers of 
a Houſe, that hold the Building together; if the Bracers 
decay, the Building is in danger of falling: fo if Love de- 
cay among the Brethren, there will be bur little bearing 
and forbearing one another, every thing will be taken in 


there will be a laying open of Miſcarriages, with all the 
Aggravations imaginable, to reproach each other: Differen- 


they become incurable, and from Diviſions come to a Sepa- 
ration ; and ſo the Church falls piece-meal, till at length 
the Candleſtick is quite removed out of its place: and we 
may expect Miſery enough of one kind or other, that will 
follow the Removal thereof, if the Lord deal wich us as he 


hath dealt with others, whoſe Candleſtick hath been remo- 
ved out of its Place. 


n 


5: nt 
54 | C 
45 Containing one Mark or Character, by which a 


perſon may try whether he be meet matter, in or- 
der to join himſelf to an inſtituted Church, 
or not. as 


KY then whether you be diſcipled to Chriſt or no. 
be Fo Churches are Diſciples, and are ſo called in Scripture, 
did ey muſt not receive any but ſuch as are diſcipled. When 


| the worſt ſenſe; inſtead of covering or hiding of Sin, 


ces will not eaſily be made up, but remain it may be till 


Paul 
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Paul came to Feruſalem, Adds 9. 26. he aſſayed to join him. 


ſelt with the Diſciples (that was the Church) and they 
were all afraid of him, and would not believe that he was a 
Diſciple ; nor did they receive him till ſatisfaction was 
given, when the firſt day of the week was come, on which 
the Diſciples came together to break Bread; the Diſ- 
ciples here were the Church, Acts 20. 7. Diſciples are hi 
matter to be baptized, and then added unto the Church; 
Mat. 28. 19, 20. Go diſciple to me all Nations, baptizing 
them, &c. teaching thein to obſerve all things whatſoever J 
Have commꝗnded you, The joining of baptized Difciples to 
an inſtituted Church, is one of Chriſt's Commands plainly 
to be read in Apoſtolical Precedents, Acts 2. 41. Then they 
that gladly received the Word were baptized, 

1/7, They were diſcipled, then baptized, thus far they 
did as Chriſt had commanded them. And the ſame day 
there were added unto them (that is the Church) about thre: 
thouſand Souls, And had not this been one of Chriſt's 
Commands alto, the Apoſtles would not have done it, for 
they were ſtrictly enjoined to teach them to obſerve all 
things whatſoever Chriſt had commanded them; they mult 
not add nor diminiſh. Now a Diſciple of Chriſt is one 
that hath learned Chriſt, and ſo learned him, as to deny 
himſelf for Chriſt; John 6. 45. Every one that hath heaid 
and learned of the Father, cometh to me. It's obſerved by 
thoſe that underſtand the Greek, that the word that is here 
tranſlated learned, ſignifieth diſcipled; and this learning or 

diſcipling ot the Father muſt be unto Chriſt, becauſe the 
Soul that is thus learned preſently doſeth wich or cometi 
unto Chriſt ; which coming is the act of the Wilk, and 
this can't be antecedent to the Act of the Underſtanding; 
a man muſt know Chriſt, or he can't come to Chriſt, Your 
work then will be firſt to enquire whether you do kno 
Jeſus Chriſt ; whether you do know him in his Natures 
God and Man, two diſtinct Natures united in one 
| Whether you do know him in his O tices, Prophet, Frictt 
and King. Bur here ſome may ſay, they do know Chrill 
in his Natures, in his Oꝗices, and can diſcourſe of Chrill 


diſtinctly in all theſe reſpects, and can prove each part vy 


the Word, 
| Bl 
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uad the Righteouſneſs of Chriſt alone. 


Ae be a 
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of a viſible Church of Chriſt, tor 
But how ſhall I know whether this be ſpecial or common 
knowledg, ſuch as Fleſh and Blood hath revealed, or whe- 
ther it be revealed by the Father? I anſwer, Try the Act 
of the Underſtanding by the Act of the Will: Every one 
that hath heard and learned of the Father, cometh unto me, 
fairh Chriſt, John 6. 45. Are you come to ſeſus Chriſt ? 
If you are, you may conclude that you are taught of God, 
thar you are learned of the Father. Have you made a 
reiignation of you Souls to Jeſus Chriſt, to be taught, ſav- 
ed and governed by him? Chriſt muſt be received in all 
his Offices, with reſpect to the ſeveral ends of all thoſe 
Offices. 5 
1. Then, do you conſent that Chriſt ſhall be your Pro- 
phet to teach you? He is that great Prophet that God hath 
raiſed vp to that end. Are you willing to take out every 
Leflon that Chriſt teacheth? It is ſuch a one that is indeed 
a Scholar of Chriſt; Him ſhall you hear in all things what- 
ſever he ſhall ſay unto you, Acts 3. If men will pick and 
chuſe, and skip over a hard Leſſon as an intolerable Task 
to learn, they are but Difciples in ſhew, not in deed, 
John 6. 60. When they heard that they muſt ear the Fleſh 
and drink the Blood of Chrift, or they had no life in 
them, they concluded that this was a hard ſaying, that 
there were none could bear it; and from that time many of 
his Diſciples went back and followed him no more: Theſe 
were but Diſciples in ſnew. A Diſciple in deed, is one 
chat will, endeavour to take out every Leſſon that Chriſt 
reacherh : He can pray, That which I know not teach thou 
ne, 1 
2. Do you take Chriſt to be your Prieſt, to fave you? 
Do you apply the Righteouſneſs of Chriſt, with a Renun- 
ciation of your own Righteouſneſs? Can you fay with the 
Apoſtle, I would nat be found in my own Righteonſneſs which 
is of the Law, but in the Righteouſneſs of God, which is by 
Faith in Feſus Chriſt ? It's the nature of Faich to evacuate 
and empty the Soul of every thing of its own, and ro 
carry the Soul out of it felt to receive all from Chriſt. 
rue Faith ſets the Crown upon the head of Free-grace, 


would not fru- 
ſtrate the Grace of God, 24 Paul > for if Ri2hteouſneſs 
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came by the Law, then Chriſt is dead in vain, Gal. 2. ult. 
3. Do you take Chriſt to be your King, to rule and go- 
vern you ? Do you, or are you willing to put your neck 
under the \yoke ot Chriſt's Laws, and to yield univerſal 
Obedience thereunto? That Soul that doth not receive 
Chriſt as a King, doth bur deceive himſelf, if he thinks he 
doth receive him as a Prieſt ; for he is an Enemy unto 
Chriſt, whatever he may pretend. Theſe my Enemies, 
faith Chriſt, that would not that I ſhou!d reign over them, 
bring them hither, and ſlay them before me, Luke 19. 

21y. A Diſciple of Chriſt is one that hath fo learnel| 
Chriſt, as to deny himſelf for Chriſt : Luke 14. 27. Ex- 
cept a man hate Father and Mother, yea and his own Life all, 
he can't be my Diſciple ; and unleſs he take up his Croſs and fol 
low me, he can't be my Diſciple. 

There is a threefold Self-denial, a denial of ſinful Self, 
of natural Self, and of religious Self. Firſt of ſinful Self, 
which muſt be denied at all times, in all places, and in all 
Caſes ; 2 Tim. 2. 19. He that nameth the Name of Chriſt, 
muſt depart from Iniquity, We may not do evil that good 
may come thereby. Natural Self muſt be denied, Selt- 
Riches, Self-Honour, Selt-Liberry, Self-Life: but this Selt- 
denial is only to be made, when any or all of theſe ſhall 
come in competition with Chriſt. Religious Self muſt al- 
ſo be denied, with all our own Righteouſneſs, all our Duties , 
and Performances, all our Qualifications, all Acts of Obe- 
dience internal and external; but this Branch of Self, de- 
nial muſt be in point of Juſtification only: We muſt lay all 7 
at the Feet of Chriſt, and reſt upon him alone, in reſpet of . 
our diſcharge from Guilt, and our title to Lite and Glo. J. 

3ly. It's a mark of a Diſciple of Chriſt, where there b :* 


true Love to the Brethren. By this ſhall all men know that - 

ye are my Diſciples, if ye have love one to another, John 15. 1 
30. If others may know by this mark that you are Chriſt's | 7 

Diſciples, you alfo may know it by the Fame. Tf bl 
dw 


C8 AP. thi 


of a viſible Church of Chriſt, 103 


K 2 
© ET 


* 


— — — 


* 


CHAP. XII. 


Containing ſome Branches of Conſolation to ſuch 
as are Diſciples indeed, and alſo joined to an 
Inſtituted Church. 


Irft, Such are added by the Lord; Acts 2. 42. The Lord 
daily added to the Church ſuch as ſhould be ſaved. Diſ- 
ciples indeed are ſuch as ſhall be ſaved, they are ſuch as 
continue in the Word ; and we know that he that contt- 
nues to the end, the ſame ſhall be ſaved, Mat. 10. 22. 

I. Tou are added by the Lord, as being added by the 
Lord's preſcription; Pfal. 24. 3. Who ſhall aſcend into the 
Hill of God? who ſhall ſtand in his Holy Place? He that 
hath clean Hands, and a pure Heart, Now a Diſciple in- 
deed is ſuch a one. | 

2. You are come into the Sheepfold by the Door of the 
Fold; you are come to Chriſt, and fo are come in at the 
right door, and ſhall go in and out and find Paſture 

3- It's the Lord himſelf that hath diſpoſed your Spirits 
by writing his Law in your Hearts, and putting it in your 
inward parts, according to the New-Covenant Promiſe, 
Fer. 31. 33. Which is not a ruling, but a diſpoſitive Law, 
which doth diſpoſe the Soul to come up in obedience to his 
Laws that are contained in his Word. It's the Lord that 
hath enclined your Hearts, and excited you by his Spirit to 
Join your felt to the Church, in obedience to his Com- 
mands, In all which reſpects you may be ſaid to be added 
by the Lord; and now you ſtand where God hath ſer you. 

Secondly, You are Bleſſed ones; yea, and you ſhall be 
bleſſed. 

1. You are bleſſed ; Pfal. 84. $. Bleſſed are they that 
dwell in thy Houſe, they ſhall ſtill praiſe thee, There are 
tree things in Bleſſedneſs: (1.) It confiſts in the beſtow: 
wg of good; Bleſſed is the Man to whom the Lord 1 
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eth Righteouſneſs without Works, Rom. 4. 3. Bleſſed is he 
in whoſe Spirit there is no Guile, Plal. 32. 3. Jou that are 
Diſciples indeed, are bleſſed in both theſe reſpects; you 
are juſtified, you are ſanctified. (2.) It confiſts in the 


remitting of evil: Bleſſed is the Man whoſe Iniquities are 
forgiven, and whoſe Sin is covered , bleſſed is the Man to 


whom the Lord will not impute Sin, Rom. 4. 6, 7. You are 
bleſſed in this reſpect, your Sins are pardoned. (3.) It 
conſiſts in turning evil into good: Mar. 5. Bleſſed are ye 
when men revile you and perſecute you, and ſay all manner if 
evil againſt you. Rejoice, and be exceeding glad, for great is 
your Reward in Heaven, You are alſo bletled in this reſpect, 
for you are of the number of thote that have the Pro- 
miſe, that all things ſhall work together for good to 
them. 7 3 | 
2. You ſhall be bleſſed. Pal. 24. 3. Who ſhall aſcend in- 
to the Hill of God, and who ſhall ſtand in his holy Place? 
He that hath clean Hands and a pure Heart: He ſhall receive 
#he Bleſſing from the Lord, and Righteouſneſs from the God 
of his Salvation. Pſal. 65. 4. Bleſſed is the Man whom thou 
chuſeſt, and cauſeſt to approach unto thee, that he may dwell in 
thy Courts ;, we all be ſatisfied with the goodneſs of tly 
Heuſe, even of thy holy Temple. 5 
Thirdly, You are capable of enjoying the higheſt Com- 
munion with God that is to be enjoyed on this fide Hear 
ven, the enjoyment of whom is the higheſt enjoj- 
ment. | — | 
1. You are capable of the higheſt Enjoyment of God. 
cu dwell where God dwells, you dwell in his Houle ; 
Pal. 132. 13, 14. The Lord hath choſen Sion, he hath de- 
fired it for an Habitation; there will I dwell for ever, for J 
have deſired it. The Church of Epheſus were builded toge- 
ther for a Habitation of God thro the Spirit; there is no 
ſuch ſight of God as in his Houſe. How did David long 
to ſee God, as he had ſeen him in the Sanctuary? Pfal. 63: 2. 
And to dwell in the Houſe of the Lord all the days of his Life, © 
r the Beauty of the Lord, and to enquire in bis Temple © 
Flal. 27. 4. : 59 
2. They ſit at God's Table. Who are like to have Com- 
munion one wich another, more than chey that dwell in 


Ou 
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one Houſe, and fir together at one Table? While the King 


ſitteth at the Table, my Spikenard ſendeth forth its ſmell. 
My Beloved is to me as a Bundle of Myrrh, Cant. 1. 12, 13. 


20. The enjoyment of God is the higheſt enjoyment : 
Pfal. 73. 25. Whom have I in Heaven but thee ? and there is 
none on Ear th that Ideſire beſides thee. If we could take a 


view of Heaven and Earth art once, we ſhould fee no Ob- 


je& to be compared with God. He is rhe firſt Good, and 
therefore the beſt Good; all Perfections are in God, all 
ſuperlative Excellencics are in him he is a ſole Good ; 
24. The Lord is my Port imm, ſaith my Soul; I will 
hope in his mercy. He is a Soul. ſatisty ing Good; Pal. 17 
15. As for me, I will behold thy Face in Righteouſneſs ; 


Mat be ſatisfied when 1 awake up after thy"liheneſs. The 


Reaſon why we are not ſatisficd with the enjoyment of God 
here, is becauſe we have not the immediate and full enjoy- 


ment of him: When we come to ſee him face to face, 


we ſhall defire no more, nor deſire no better. 

Furthly, You have che moſt ample proviſion in reſpect 
of Means, and a Bleſſing promiſed in the uſe of them. 
1. The moſt ample Proviſion in reſpect of Means. 
You have all the Ordinances of God to enjoy, fo that you 
are at the Feaſt of fat things, which the Lord hath pro- 
miſed to make to his People, of fat things full of Marrow, 
of Wine on the Lees well refined. Acts 2. 41, 22. Then 
they that glad!y received the Word, were bptized. (That 
Ordinance is but once to be adm: niftred, but it's of continu- 
al ute to oblige the Soul to die to Sin, and to live to Holi- 
nets, Arm, 5. 3, 4. And allo together v ich Faith to evidence 
om title to Salvation: Mark 18. 16. He that believeth, and 
15 baptized, ſunll be ſaved.) This you have; and then be- 
ins added unto the Church, they continued in the Apoſtles 
Dost vine, and breaking of Bread, and Prayer, They had 
1 hip in all chete Ordinances, you have all this Pro- 
viſion. 

2. You have a meme promiſed in the uſe thereof: 
Pfal. 132. J will abund.mtly bleſs her Proviſion; I will clothe 


ber Prieſts with Salvation, and her Saints ſhall 7 ng for 3 JW. 


i Fftbly, You ſhall ouriſh and be truirful, 
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even in old 
©, When grey Hairs are pon your heads: Pſal. 92. ult. 
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The Righteous ſhall flouriſh like a Palm-tree, they ſhall grow 
like the Cedar in Lebanon. They that are planted in the 
Houſe of the Lord ſhall be fat and flouriſhing, they ſhall flilf 
bring forth Fruit in old age; to ſhew that the Lord is upright, 
and that there is no Unrighteouſneſs in him, 

1. They are planted in a fruitful Stock, The Lord Je- 
ſus he is the Vine, and you are the Branches ; there is 
Juice enough in the Vine to render the Branches fruitful, 
Tor in him dwells all the fulneſs of the Godhead bodily, 

all the Treaſures of Wiſdom and Knowledg are in him, 
in him is all the fulneſs of communicable Grace; and it is 
of his fulneſs that all we receive, and Grace for Grace. 

2. They are under the manuring of a skiltul Husband- 
man. I am the Vine, my Father is the Husbandman , every 
Branch in me that beareth fruit, my Father purgeth it, that it 
may bring forth more Fruit, John 15. 2. = | 

3. They enjoy fruitful means, they have all the Ordi- 
nances of God vouchſafed to them. 

4. They have the promiſe of Bleſſing in the uſe of 
means: He will abundantly bleſs her Proviſion. 

5. There is the Righteouſneſs of God engaged to make 
good his Promiſe : They ſhall ſtill bring forth fruit in old 
age, to ſhew that the Lord is upright, and that there is na 
Unrightecuſne(s in him. 2 


CHAP. 
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| CHAP XII. 


Containing an Exhortation to Diſciples to be 


baptized, and join themſelves with an inſtituted 
Church of Chriſt, 


Would now exhort thoſe who upon an Examination can 
I find that they are Diſciples indeed, to ſubmit to the 
| mediarory Authority of the Lord Jeſus, to take up the 

Ordinance of Baptiſm, and join themſelves to an inſtituted 
Church : I ſay to be baprized, and then to join themſelves, 
for every thing ſhould be done in its own order. It is 
apparent that this is the Order of the Goſpel, it's the Order 
of the Commiſſion, Matt. 28. 19, 20. The Order of 
Words in the Commiſſion muſt be obſerved, firſt diſciple, 
then baptize, then teach the Obſervation of all things 
whatſoever Chriſt had commanded : the Apoſtles never 
broke this Order, no Inſtance of any ſuch thing can be 
given, but Inſtances of their obſerving and keeping cloſe 
to it may be abundantly given, Aﬀs 2. 41. They firft diſ- 
cipled, then baptized, then added unto the Church. 

1. Conſider you that are diſcipled to Chriſt are meet 
matter for both. (1.) For Baptiſm, Matt. 28. 19. Go di/- 
ciple all Nations, baptizing them, &c. (2.) For Communi- 
on; Pfal. 24, 3. Tou have clean Hands and a pure Heart; 
and therefore you may aſcend into the Hill of God, you may 
ſtand in that holy Place. | 

2. It's your. Duty ſo to do. This I prove by the Com- 
miſſion; it's your Duty to be baptized, and to join your 
ſelves to an inſtituted Church. That both theſe are enjoin- 
ed by the Commiſſion appears, in that the Apoſtles who 
well underſtood their Lord's Commiſſion, and kept cloſe to 
it, did ſo proceed: they firſt diſcipled, then baptized, 
then added unto the Church, 4&s 2. 41, 


3. It's 
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It's your Privilege fo to do, there is a great Advan- 
tage to be had thereby upon a ſpiritual Account. 

(I.) Baptiſm is of uſe to bind from Sin, and to bind to 
Duty. Rom. 6. How ſhall we that are dead to Sin live any 
longer therein? Know you not that as many of us as were 
baptized into Chriſt, were baptized into his Death? that 
even as Chriſt was raiſe d by the Glory of the Father, we alſo 
ſhould walk in Newneſs of Life. 

.) To confirm our Faith in the Remiſſion of Sin, by 
the Blood of Chriſt : Acts 2. 38. Repent and be baptized for 


the Remi ſſion of Sins, &c. But here Repentance muſt pre- 


cede, or elſe Baptiſm will not d it. 

(30 To evidence our Right and Title to Salvation to- 
gether with Faith: Mark 16. 16. He that believeth and is 
baptized, ſhall be ſaved; but ſeparate from Faith, it gives 
no evidence at all. But here you will ask me, how Bap- 
tiſm dorh evidence our Right and Title to Salvation? 1 
anſwer, as it is taken up in obedience to the Will of God, 
and Faith in the Promiſe, that he that believerh and 15 bap- 
tized ſhall be ſaved. 

By the way then obſerve, where Baptiſm is not thus 
taken up in Faith and Obedience, it can be no evidence 
to them. Whatever evidence they have, Baptiſm is 
none. 

20). Church-Commumon is a great Privilege. The 
Fellowſhip which the Members have one with another is 
refreſhing. Chriſtians can rarely unboſom themſelves one 
to another with that Freedom, as thoſe that are in Com- 
munion. Two are better than one; for if one walk alone, if 
he fall, there is none to help him ud. Bur when Chriſtians 
are in a Church-ſtate, it any of them be overtaken with a 
Fault, ſuch as are Spiritual are to help them up with a 
render Hand, their work is to reſtore, them with a Spirit 
of NMeckneſs, confidering left they rhemſelves ſhould be 
tempted, 

There are all the Ordinances of Chriſt to be enjoyed, 
the moſt ample Proviſion, and a Bleffing promiſed 1 in the 
uſe thereof; there may the Soul be found in a bes rr 
to perform the whole of his Duty to God, tho nor perfectly 
to Fern any part thereof : ; there may he take and Fo 
wall 
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which he can't do while he ſtands in a ſingle State; there 
is a ſpecial promifed Preſence of God; there may the Soul 

expect more Fellowſhip with the Father, and with the 
Son, than while he ſtands in a fingle Stare ; becauſe there 
are more means and ways of Communion than elſewhere. 

4. It was not the Practice of Diſciples in the primitive 
Times, to ſtand long in a ſingle ſtate, as now it is, how- 
ever it comes about to be the Practice now. Then they that 
gladly received the Mord, were baptized ; and that ſame day 
there were added unto them about three thouſand Souls. 


Wherever the Goſpel took effect, they were ſoon embo- 


died into a Church-ſtate. = ”— 

5. Memberſhip in an inſtirured Church is a deſirable 
thing: Pſal. 27. 4. One thing have I deſired of the Lord, 
that will I ſeek after, that I may dwell in the Houſe of the 
Lord all the days of my Life, to behold the Beauty of the Lord, 

and to enquire in his Temple, I can't think it's lets deſirable 
now than it was then; for the Lord dwells in Sion ſtill, 
and there his Glory is ſtill ro be beheld. An inſtituted 
Church is a Houſe that Chriſt hath built, and it's a ſpiritual 
Houſe, to be an Habitation of God through the Spirit. 

6. It's now a Seafon to join your ſelves, for now have 
che Churches Reſt, How long this Reſt may be continued, 
God only knows; but this we know, there was a time 
when the Churches had Reſt, and then they were edified and 
comforted, and walking in the Fear of the Lord, were multi- 
plied, 3 8 

7. Time is both ſhort and uncertain ; and therefore it's 
nor ſafe ro delay, leſt Opportuniry ſhould be gone behind 
us. In the Grave who ſhall praije thee * If Death comes, 
there will be an end of Seaſon and Opportunity; there- 
fore take hold of it while you may: the longer you delay 
to enter into the Houſe of God, the thorter will be your 
abode there. 

Bur here are ſome Objections that muſt be anſwered. 

1. It may be objected by fome, That they have not the 
Aſſurance of being diſcipled to Chriſt they deſire to have, and 
that makes them to delay. | 

(J.) Lanſwer, if you delay till you have that Aſſurance 
you deſire to have, you may delay till it be too late. 1 


know 
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know no body hath that Aſſurance he deſires to have, nor 


may it be expected while we remain in a State of Imper- 


fection; while our Graces are imperfect, our Aſſurance 


will be imperfect. 3 
(2. ) Its not the reflex Act of Faith, but the direct Act, 


that fits a Perſon to enjoy the Ordinances of Chriſt. IF 
thou believeſt with all thy heart, thou mayſt. Now this 
a Perſon may do that lies abundantly ſhort in reſpect of 
Aſſurance. Have you accepted Chriſt zon Goſpel-terms ? 


Have you made a Reſignation of your Soul to Chriſt, to 


be taught by him, and ſaved by him, and governed by 
him ? This 1s that which firs you tor the Enjoyment of 
Ordinances. Can you call Chriſt Lord? Why then do you not 
the things that he ſaith unto you ? Let me ask you one queſti- 


on, Do you pray and read and hear in Obedience to the 


Will of God ? It you do, it's a Sign that your Hearts are 
changed; Hr the carnal Mind is Enmity againſt God, and 
3s not ſubject to the Law of God, neither indeed can be. If 
you can evidence to your ſelves that there is a Principle of 
— to be found in you, you may go on with Com- 
ort. 

(3.) One great reaſon of your want of Aſſurance may 
be your partial Obedience, ſtanding at a diſtance from 


theſe confirming Ordinances. Baptiſm and the Supper of 
the Lord too are confirming Ordinances, the one of our 


Juſtification by the Blood of Chriſt ; and to that end 
Peter exhorts them to repent, and be baptized, for the 
Remiſſion of Sin : the other 1s of our Intereſt in all the Pro- 
miſes of the new Covenant, that were ſealed by the Blood 
of Chriſt, a Symbol of which Blood we have in the Cup in 
the Supper, which is called the New Teſtament in his 
Blood. If we can apply the Blood of Chriſt by Faith in 
_ theſe Ordinances, then as really as we drink the Cup, ſo 
really have we an Intereſt in all theſe confirmed Promiſes 
of the new Covenant, by that Blood of which che Cup is a 
Symbol or Sign. 
If therefore you can act in Obedience to the Will of God 
in any thing, act in Obedience to his Will in this alſo. 
Then ſhall I not be aſhamed, when J have reſpe# to all his 


Commandments, Plal. 119. 6. Je are my Friends, faith | 
| | Chriſt, 


* 9 Ev Nr 


of a viſible Church of Chriſt, 111 
Chriſt, if ye do all things whatſoever I command you, John 
15. And there is no doubt ot it, if it be done as the 


Lord commands. I ye love me, faith Chriſt, keep my Com- 
mands, John 14. 5 | 

2. It may be objected by ſome, They tremble at theſe. 
Words, He that eateth and drinketh unworthily, eateth and 
drinketh Condemnation to himſelf, not diſcerning the Body 
of the Lord. 

I anſwer, (I.) It theſe be all the Words you tremble 
at, it's a bad Sign. We ſhould tremble at all the Word; 
at the Precepts, leſt we come ſhort in obeying; at his 
Promiſes, leſt we come ſhort in applying. A 

(2.) Ir's a bad Sign if trembling keep us back from Du- 
ty. But to go on in Duty to God, trembling at his Word, 
leſt we come ſnort in obeying or in applying the Promiſes, 
is a good Sign. To this Man will I look, ſaith God, that 5s 
of a pure and contrite Spirit, and that trembleth at my Word, 

Ia. 68, 2. 
29 . The unworthy Receiver is the unbelieving Receiver: 
He that looks no farther than the outward Element, bur 
doth not behold a broken and a bleeding Chrift that is 
held out in them, that looks on the Sign but not on the 
thing ſignified, that feeds only on Bread and Wine, but 
doth not feed ſpiritually by Faith on the Fleſh and Blood 
of a crucified Chriſt, | 

3/y. We may not ſuppoſe that Damnation is ſo ſealed 
up to him that harh eaten and drunken unworthily, that 
there is no reverting of it, or that there is no hope of Salva- 
tion for the future; hut this is a Truth, Perſons do in- 
creaſe their Guilt by it; and ſuch unworthy receiving is 
that which deſerves Damnarion, and their Condemnation 
will de aggravated thereby if they remain impenitent. 
Bur we may not Togk on it to be the unpardonadle Sin: 
therefore I would Ex hort all that do truly fear God, thar 
do tremble ar his Word, leſt chey ſhould come ſhort in 
obeying, in believing, in applying the Promiſes, in hear- 
kening to and following the Council of Chriſt, to lay by 
all theſe Objections, and to go on in their Duty; and if 
they can act in Obedience to the Will of God, the Lord 
will be with them. Mat. 28. 20. Lo, I am with you always to 
| | | the 
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every thing is taken in the worſt ſenſe; and Breaches are M 
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the end of the World, Amen: Not only with them that 
teach Obedience to the Will of God in all things, bur 
with them alto that learn in all things to obey ; Mar. 18. 

20. Where two or thre? are gathered together in my Name, 

there am I in the inid /t of them. 


HF. XIV 
Containing an Exhortation to Churches to endea- 


vour to preſerve and maintain Peace in each 
particular Congregation, 


yo, WW Ts. Te wo RED es oe Way 


and cach particular Congregation, to be careful and en- 
deavour to preſerve Peace inthe Church, to be at peace 
among themſelves. Iwculd preſs the Exhortation with a. 
few moving Contiderations. i 
1. Conſider that the Effects of the breach of Peace are 1 
very ſad. One Effect is, a deal of Sin is ordinarily com- E 
mitted thereby; and can there be a ſadder Effect? Diffe- n 
rences do raife Hears, Heart-burnings one againſt another. fl 
ames tells us, Where Envy and Strife is, (and it's often It 
found that theſe are Twins) there is Confuſion, and every F} V 
evil Work, It doch commonly beget a Multitude of Words, & U! 
in which Solomon tells us, there wanteth not Sin, Prov. 10.  P! 
19. It's ordinary when Differences do ariſe in a Church, Re 
to make Parties in the caſe on each fide. And when th 
Churches are ſplit into Parties, it's bad; for then much of Cl 
their time is ſpent in ſuch Diſcourſes as come to nothing. M 14 
And when they meet to debate their Differences, they of 
break out into Hears, and reflect one upon another, and 


rather widened than healed, and theſe Parties are too often 
puffed up one againſt another: we know it was ſo in the th 
Church ot Corinth. And we are too much pleaſed with the W 7 

Mitcarriages one of another, and will be ſure to keep a RE8!- 


ſter of them, that fo they may be capable ro defame 5 - 
| other Ml © 


other; and at laſt it may be ſo, that it will iſſue in a Se- 
paration, to the grief of thoſe that are Sincere, the Joy of 
the Wicked, and the Diſcouragement of thoſe that were 
beginning to look Heavenward, I doubt not bur wotul. 
Experience doth contribute evidence enough to theſe ſad 
Effects of the breach of Peace in Churches. | 

2, It's your Duty to endeavour the Preſervation of 


Peace while you have it, and to ſeek after it when it is 


gone | Fa ln ne. 

(I.) To preſerve it while you have it: Mark 9. 50. 
Have Salt in your ſelves, and be at peace one with another, 
Rom. 14. 9. Let's follow after the tbings that make for 
Peace, and things whereby one may ediſy another. 2 Cor. 13. 
11. Live in Peace, and the God of Love and Peace ſhall be 
with you, I ſhall add but one Text more of the many that 
do preſs this Duty; Eph. 4. 3. Endeavouring to keep the 
Unity of the Spirit in the Bond of Peace. 

(2.) It's our duty to endeavour the recovery of it when 
it is gone, or is taking its flight from us: 1 Pet. 3.11. Seck 
Peace, and enſue it. This is an Exhortation to a proper 
Expedient in order to the ſeeing of good Days, as you 
may ſee by the preceding Verſe. If Peace ſhould ſeem to 
fly from us, we ſhould after it, and if poſſible overtake 
ir, and recover it again. Go with terms of Peace along 
with you; condeſcend as far as you can, deny your elves 
in what you may to purchaſe Peace: the Rule is, If it be 
poſſible, as much as in you lies, live peaceably with ail Men, 
Rom. 12. 18, Go as far as poſſibly you can. And me- 
thinks it ſhould be poſſible to live ſo in an inſtituted 
Church, where Perſons profeſs to walk by rule; Plal. 34. 
14. Seek Peace, and enſue it; be unwearied in the purſuit 
of it, give not over till you have overtaken it. 

3. Conſider, it's a bleſſed thing to be a Peacc- maker, 
Mat. 5. 9. Bleſſed are the Peace- makers, for they ſhall be cal- 
led the Children of God. They reſemble their heavenly Fa- 
ther, for he is the God of Peace. If the People of God 
among whom Differences ariſe, did ſtudy rhis Text more, 


and were careful that this Character might appear in them, 


how ſoon would Differences be made up? It all were for 
Peace, who could carry on mh War ? 
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4. Conſider, Peace in Churches is a deſirable thing, How 
earneſtly did the Apoſtle pray for it? 2 Theſ. 3. 2. Now 
the Lord himſelf give you Peace always, by all means, It in- 
ward and ſpiritual Peace be mainly intended here, I do not 


think the other js excluded, but rather comprehended : for 
it's a great Duty to pray for the Peace of Feruſalem ; Pal, 


132. 6, 7. Pray for the Peace of Jeruſalem, Peace be within 
thy Walls. : 


5. Confider, ifChurches do liye in Peace, it's a good 
Expedient in order to the E njoyment of the God of Peace, 


2 Cor. 12, 11. Finally, my Brethren, farewel; ke perfect, be 


of one mind, be at Peace, and the God of Peace ſhall be with 
You. 

6, It's 3 very lovely and pleaſant Sight ro behold 
Churches in Peace. Behold, how pleaſant and joyful a thing it 


is for Brethren to live together in Unity! It's like the preci- 


ous Ointment that was poured on the Head of Aaron, that ran 
down to his Beard, and from thence to the Skirts of hu Gar- 
ments, Pfal. 133. 1- | 
7. Conſider, Church-members are Brethren, there is a 
ſpiricual Brotherhood as well as a natural one; they are 


called Saints, and faithful Brethren, Col, 1. 2. The Church 


that were at Antioch were called Brethren, Acts 15. 1. 
This ſhould be a Motive to enforce our Indeavour after 
Peace, This was the Argument Moſes ufed, when he 
found two Iſraelites ſiriving together, Sirs, why do you 
wrong one to another? ye are Brethren, This was the Ar- 
gument Abraham uſed to procure and maintain Peace, when 
there had been a Breach between Lot's Herds-men and his: 
Gen. 13. 8. And Abraham ſaid unto Lot, Let there be 19 
Strife, Ipray thee, beeween thee and me, and between thy 
Herds-men and mine ; for we are Brethren. 1 

8. That God whom we ſerve, and whoſe Church we pro- 
feſs our elves to be, is the God of Peace; and fo he is 

ſtiled in the Word; 1 Thefſ. 5. 13. he is called the wry 


* 


God of Peace, | | 1 
(i.) He is the God of Peace, in that he is at Peace with 
his People; they have Peace with him through Chriſt, Rom, 
3. I, Therefore being juſtified by Faith (chat is, by Chriſt, 
therefore 15 
relatiue 


 Faigh being taken objeRtively for the. Word, 
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telative to the laſt Verſe of the preceding Chapter) we 
have Peace with God through our Lord Feſus Chriſt, who hath 
made Peace through the Blood of his Croſs. 


(2.) He is the God of Peace, in that it's he that gives 


us inward and ſpiritual Peace, to enjoy that Peace ſo often 
pray d for in Paul's Epiſtles; particularly, Rom. 18. 13. 
Now the God of Hope fill you with all Foy and Peace in be- 
lieving. It's he that gives that Peace that paſſeth under- 
ſtanding. 


(.) He is the God of Peace, as he enjoins you to be at 


Peace among your ſelves, as he gives Rules for the obtain x 
ing and preſerving of Peace. . 


(4) He is the God of Peace, in that he is the Author of 
Peace : 1 Cor. 14. 33. Fr God is hot the Author of Confu- 


ſton, but of Peace, as in all Churches of the Saints. 


9. Conſider, Jeſus Chriſt is the Prince of Peace, that 
is his Name; Iſa. 9. 6. The mighty God, the everlaſting Fa- 
ther, the Prince of Peace, 
(1.) He is our Peace, as having made Peace. God was 
in Chriſt reconciling the World unto himſelf; Peate and Re- 
conciliation are the ſame thing; Eph. 2: 14. This was the 
greateſt and the moſt laſting Peace that ever was made, 
that none but Chriſt could make, becauſe none but Chriſt 
could farisfy offended Juſtice: 5 


- 


(2.) It was a coſtly Peace, he niade peace throbgh the 


Blood of his Crofs ; it coſt him his Blood, his Life-blood; 


in the ſhedding of which there was a bearing the Curſe; 
for the Death of the Croſs was an accurſed Death: 

(3.) He is the Priace of Peace; in that he hath proclaim- 
ed it, and that as ſoon 45 ever it was made; he came and 
preached Peace to them that were nigh, and to them that 
were far off, Eph. 2. 17. He did commit this Word of 


Reconciliation unto his Apoſtles, that rhey might go and 


publiſh and proclaim it, 2 Cor. 5:19, 18; 5 
10. Conſider, the Goſpel chat you protefs; is the Gol- 


pel of Peace: we are exhorted to h our Het ſbod with 


the Preparation of the Gojpel of Peace, Eph. 6. 15: It's by 
the Goſpel we have the glad Tidings af that Peace tliat 
Chriſt hath made: It's the Goſpel that is the means by 
which we are won over to accept & that Peace that Shri 


12 hath 
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harh purchaſed ; it's the Goſpel that is the means of Spi- 
ritual Peace. 2 Es | 

11. Conſider, it's your Aim to enter into Peace when 
You go hence and be ſeen no more, that you may live 
eternally in the enjoyment of that Peace which Chriſt hath 
purchaſed. Now it Peace be fo deiirable hereafter, why 


ſhould ic not be endeavoured after here? I ſhall now offer 2 


few Words of Advice to ſuch as are willing to promote 
Peace in the Church, what to beware of, what to do, and 
how to do. re; | 

1. We ſhould be careful to avoid Miſcarriages in our 
Converſation, every thing that may juſtly be offenſive to 
our Brethren, . Ordinarily che breach of Peace in Churches 
comes by the Miſcarriage of ſome Member, or Members; 
cho I confeſs an Offence may be taken, when there is none 


juſtly given; but our Care ſhould be that we give none. 


Grve no Offence to the Jew, nor to the Gentile, nor to the 
Church of God. We ſhould be Followers of that bleſſed A- 
poſtle in this, who did exerciſe himſelf ro keep a Con- 
ſcience void of Offence towards God and towards Man. In 
particular, we ſhould be caretul of perſonal Wrongs to our 
Brethren in our Dealing; we ſhould rather ſuffer wrong 


than do wrong. | 


2. We ſhould be careful we do not take Offence upon 


every light Occaſion. Some Perſons are fo touchy, that 
a {mall matter offends them, and a little Spark kindles a 
great Fire. If we make a Man an offender for a Word that 
15 nor pleaſant ro us, we are not like to maintain Peace any 
long cime : there muſt be bearing and torbearing, it we 
would preſerve Peace; that is, we muſt bear and forbear, 
where we may ſo do it, and keep our ſelves free from 
Sin. | | „ 
We muſt beware and carefully avoid Paſſion in all our 


Debates of things. That unruly Corruption hath ofc-rimes | 
a great hand in the Breach of Peace, It's one of the 


great Make- baits in Churches. It's rare that Paſſion doth 


iſſue any thing of a Controverſy, but oft-times Debates are 


illued in Paſſion, Men fall into a Hear and fo break off their 
Debares, without iſſuing any thing; and the Breach was 
not ſo wide before, but it's now made mach wider z and 


by 
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by the indizeſted Words that are haſtily ſpoken, Advan- 
rage is taken to encreaſe the Difference. Solomon was noted 
for a Man of great Wiſdom, and he was likewiſe a Man of 
great Experience, and one that was intpired by the Spirit 
of God: He tells us, that a t Anſwer turns away Wrath, 
and grievous Words ſtir up Anger. This then is not the wa 
to make Peace: We ſhould ſtill remember that the Wrath 
of Man doth not accompliſh the Righteouſneſs of Gd. 
4- We ſhould be careful to keep down Spiritual Pride, 
that we be not proud of Parts and Gifts, no nor yet of 
Glaces; that we do not look on cur ſelves as taller by the 
head and ſhoulders than our Brethren, and ſo expect chat 
every bodies Sheaf ſhould make Obeyfance unto ours. 
Solomon tells ns, that only by Pride cometh Contention, Prov, 
13. 10. As if there were no other moving cauſe, or rather 
that this is all that Pride is gocd for, to breed Quarrels and 
Debates: bur faich he, with the well adviſed # Wiſdom, So 
that proud Perſons are not the only Men of Wiſdom in the 
World, whatever they may think of themſelves; therefore 


ve had need be careful that we be not wiſe in our own Con- 


ceit : Fro. 26. 12. Seeſt thou a man wiſe in his own Conceit? 
There is more hope of a Fool than of him. Such a one 
thinks much to be oppoſed, and ſcorns to be repro- 
ved. . | 

s. We ſhould endeavour to live a mortified Life, not 
only to keep down Pride and Paſſion, but to ſubdue and 
keep under every Corruption: keep up and maintain a Spiri- 
tual Warfare within, and that will be a means to prevent a 
carnal Warfare without. James 4. 1. From whence came 
Wars and Fightings among you Are they not from hence, 
even from your Luſts that war in your Members? Whence 
came thoſe Diviſions that were among the Corinthians, 
but from the Carnality of their Spirits? 1 Cor. 3. 3. Te 
are yet carnal; for whereas there are among you Emvyings, 
Strifes and Diviſions, are ye not carnal ? And fo he goes 
on to charge them wich their Carnality, as being the cauſe, 
that one was of Paul, another of Apollos, Men differ about 
matters of Religion, but many times their own Irreligion 
hath the greateſt hand in their Differences. 


6. We 
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another, and walk in Love if we would walk in peace; 
Eph. 4. 2. Firbearing one another in Love, endeavouring to 
beep the Unity of the Spirit in the Bond of Peace, There 
are ſuch excellent Properties in Love, that it would con- 
tribute much to Peace. 1 Cor. 13. You have the Proper- 
ties of Charity, which is Love; It ſuffereth long, and is kind; 


This one Property put forth, would contribute much to 


Peace; but where this is wanting, Perſons will ſuffer no- 
ching for Peace ſake. Charity envieth not, is not puffed up; 
ſeebeth not its own, is not eajily provoked, beareth all things, 
endureth all things, &c. This would prevent Heats a- 
mong Brethren, could they walk in Love; in Charity one 
towards another. Charity doth not ſwell and puff up a 
Man like a Bladder ; bur keeps him meek and lowly, and 
would in a great meaſure prevent the doing of things 
through Strife or vain Glory: but ſuch is the Carriage of 
Brethren one towards another ſometimes when Differences 
ariſe in Churches, that one would almoſt wonder what is 
become of Charity. 


7. If Perſons would preſerve Peace in the Church, 
they ſhould ſpeedily ſeck a Reconciliation; where things 
are done that tend to the Breach of Peace, and he that 
_ hath given the Offence ſhould make a free and ingenuous 
Acknowledgment of it. If thou bring thy Gift to the Altar, 
and there remembreſt that thy Brother hath ought againſt thee, 


leave there thy Gift before the Altar: firſt go and be reconciled 


to thy Brother, and then come and offer thy Gifts = 


8. If Peace be in danger to be broken, ſioop as low as 
_ poſſible to prevent it; if praying and entreating will 
prevent ir, do nor ſtick at that. I pray thee (faith 
Abraham to Lot) let there be no Strife between me and 
thee, nor between thy Herds-men and my Herds-men, Do not 
think this to be beneath you, tho it be to an Inferiour ; 


Lot was inferiour to Abraham, for Abraham was his Uncle, 
et he. ſti cks not at that. We ſhould ſtogp fo low as to 


go ſome outward Advantage for Peace ſake. The Land 
is before us, faith he; 1f thou wilt go to the right * 
w 
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of a viſible Church of Chriſt, 119 
will go to the left; If thou wilt go to the left hand, I will go to 
tbe right. He gives him his Choice, and all for the ſake of 
peace. A ſelt-denving Frame of Spirit, contributes much 
to the Preſeryation of Peace, To conclude then, Follow 
after Peace: and for your Encouragement, feed on that 
Promiſe, Live in Peace, and the God of Lave and Peace ſhall 
be with you. | 
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und Decay of that Empire, under their ſeveral Kings and 
Emperors. Collected not only from the beſt European, but 


alſo from Oriental Authors, not hitherto publiſhed in En- 


gliſb. Wirh the Life ot their Prophet Afahym:t. To 
which are added, their Maxims of State and Religion, with 


2 Dictionary explaining the Names and Nature of their 


Religious Sects, Civil and Military Offices, their Feſtivals, 
Rites, Cuſtoms, Cc. Illuſtrated with the Etfigies of all 


their Kings and Emperors, and of ſuch famous Generals, c. 


as have 1ignalized themſclves in the Wars againſt them. 


Wich a new Map ot the Turkijh Empire. In 2 Vol. Price 


25. 
The Hiſtory of the Earls and Earldorvof Flanders from 


the firſt Eſtabliſhment of that Sovereignty to the Death of 


the late K Charles II. of Spain. Relaring many remarkable 


Actions that have happen'd nor only in that but other Parts 
of Eurohe, particularly the late Wars with the French, the 


Treaty at Reſwic l, and: char for dividing the Spaniſh Mo- 
narchy. With a general Sur vey of Flanders, illuſtrated 
with the moſt exact and curious Map ever yet made of that 
Country. Price 4s. 6d. 

An Account of the firſt Voyages and Diſcoveries made by 
the Spaniards in America : with their unparallel'd Cruelries 


on the Indjuns, in deſtroying above 40 Millions of People. 


Wirh rhe prop of tions offer'd to the K. of Spain to prevent 
the further Ruin of the Weſt Indies, by Don B. de las Caſas 
Bithop of Chiapa, an Eye: witneſs of their Cruelties. Illu- 
ſtrated with Cuts. To which is added the Art of Travelling, 


ſhewing how a Man may diſpoſe his Travels to the beſt Ad- 


vantage. Price 3 5. 5 d. 

Free Thoughts in Detence of a furure State; demonſtra- 
ting againſt the nominal Deiſts, that the Conſideration of 
future Advantages is a juſt Motive to Virtue ; of future 
, Loſs and Miſery, a N and ai Reftrainr ot 


* Vice. Price 18 4. | 


' Compleat Hiſtory of the Turks, from their Origin in 
755. to the Year 170r. containing the Riſe, Growth 
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